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WISCONSIN

Supreme Court disallows absentee ballot drop boxes
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Wisconsin’s
conservative-controlled Supreme Court
ruled Friday that absentee ballot drop
boxes may be placed only in election
offices and that no one other than the
voter can return a ballot in person, dealing a defeat to Democrats who said the
decision would make it harder to vote in
the battleground state.
However, the court didn’t address
whether anyone other than the voter can
return his or her own ballot by mail. That
means that anyone could still collect multiple ballots for voters and, instead of
using a drop box, put them in the mail.
Republicans have argued that practice,

known as ballot harvesting, is ripe with
fraud although there has been no evidence of that happening in Wisconsin.
Democrats and others argue that many
voters, particularly the elderly and disabled, have difficulty returning their ballots without the assistance of others.
Supporters argue drop boxes are a better option than mailing ballots because
they go directly to the clerks and can’t be
lost or delayed in transit.
The decision sets absentee ballot rules
for the Aug. 9 primary and the fall election; Republican U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson
and Democratic Gov. Tony Evers are seeking reelection in key races.

Johnson and other Republicans hailed
it as a win for voter integrity.
“This decision is a big step in the right
direction,” Johnson said.
Evers and other Democrats said the
ruling will make it more difficult for people to vote.
“It’s a slap in the face of democracy
itself,” said Democratic Party Chairman
Ben Wikler.
The court’s 4-3 ruling also has critical
implications in the 2024 presidential race,
in which Wisconsin will again be among a
handful of battleground states. President
Joe Biden defeated Donald Trump in 2020
by just under 21,000 votes, four years after
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Trump narrowly won the state by a similar margin.
The popularity of absentee voting
exploded during the pandemic in 2020,
with more than 40% of all voters casting
mail ballots, a record high. At least 500
drop boxes were set up in more than 430
communities for the election that year,
including more than a dozen each in
Madison and Milwaukee — the state’s two
most heavily Democratic cities.
After Trump lost the state, he and
Republicans alleged that drop boxes facilitated cheating, even though they offered

See Ballots, Page A2
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Police department
to purchase 16 new
radios for officers
By Harrison Freuck
Adams Publishing Group

Diane Graff
Several midway rides, including the Ferris wheel, were in place at the Jefferson County Fair Park Sunday morning as the
169th annual fair is set to open Wednesday.

Fair to open Wednesday

By Pam Chickering Wilson
JEFFERSON – On the skyline
of Jefferson, the familiar tents and
carnival attractions have begun to
take shape in preparation for the
2022 Jefferson County Fair, which
will run Wednesday through Sunday, July 13-17.
With a variety of entertainment,
competitive displays, kids’ shows
and headliners, the fair has something for everyone, said Amy Listle,
fair park director.
This marks the 169th annual Jefferson County Fair, including 2020’s
virtual fair. Everything is back to
normal this year, though, with live
exhibits, animals, shows, fair food
and all of the traditional favorites.
This year’s theme is “Year of the
Sheep.” Reigning over the fair in a
ceremonial capacity is 2022 Fairest
of the Fair Maddi Besch of Jefferson.
Ticket prices run $10 per day for
adults or $35 for a family fun-pack
of five tickets. These are available
at the fair park office or at PremierBank.
Kids age 12 and under can get in
for $5 a day, as can senior citizens
age 65 and older. Friday’s Kids Day
marks free admission for children
12 and under from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
On the same day, Mr. Ed’s Magical
Midways carnival will offer a kids’
wristband special covering all rides
from noon to 4 p.m. for a cost of $20.
The action will start around
8 a.m. most days and run through
close to midnight, with free family
entertainment at various times each
day. There’s almost always some
competitive show or judging event

going on, and of course the evenings
bring the big grandstand entertainment.
Besides the carnival rides, the
only events requiring an additional
fee are the big grandstand concerts
Friday and Saturday night, which
cost $25-$45.
On Friday, July 15, starting at
8 p.m., country artist Kip Moore will
headline the main stage with special guest Nora Collins. Saturday,
July 16’s evening entertainment will
be another country artist, Diamond
Rio, who will headline the main
stage with special guest Alex Miller.
This concert will also start at 8 p.m.
For these special events, the Jefferson County Fair will offer paid
reserved seating in the grandstand
as well as party pit tickets for the
standing-only area in front of the
stage. Tickets can be purchased
online at JcFairPark.com or at the
fair office.
Wednesday’s, Thursday’s and
Sunday’s grandstand events will be
free. Wednesday will bring the Jefferson County Tractor Pull and the
Badger State Tractor Pull. Thursday will bring the Badger Truck
Pull, and Sunday will be the International Demolition Derby.
Throughout the fair, special family-friendly entertainers will be putting on several shows a day.
The Pig and Duck Races will
return by popular demand, along
with two new highlights, Pier Pups’
Dock Diving Show and the “Wolves
of the World” presentation. The
family entertainment is free with
fair admission.
There will also be regular free

The Fort Atkinson Police Department will purchase
new portable radios using state funding as the department tries to stay compliant with Jefferson County’s
communications transition.
The police department was awarded $33,866.92 in
funds under the Tribal and Local Law Enforcement
Agency Initiative Program, and Chief Adrian Bump
said the department would like to use nearly $30,000
of those funds to supply officers with 16 new portable
radios.
Jefferson County recently upgraded its communications platform, which has forced the FAPD and its dispatch center to update radios. Bump said the portable radios are the last part of FAPD’s communications
platform not aligned with the upgrades, leaving officers
only able to communicate with one another and not
with dispatchers or other jurisdictions when on foot.
The new radios will solve that problem.
“We rely on everybody through mutual aid,” Bump
said. “We help the county; the county helps us. We help
Jefferson and Lake Mills. We all work together at times
during emergencies or large-scale events, and the old
radios put officers on foot on an island.”

See Radios, Page A2

WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT

Court: Local health
officers can issue
unilateral orders

Contributed
Jefferson County Fairest of the Fair
Maddi Besch of Jefferson waved to
the crowd in Watertown during the
4th of July Parade. She will reign over
this year’s Jefferson County Fair set to
open Wednesday. Photo taken by Pam
Chickering Wilson.
entertainment in the Miller Lite
tent, featuring a mix of country and
pop music performers.
Wednesday, “The Baker’s Union”
will perform at 5:30 p.m., with DJ
music at 8 p.m.
Thursday, “Silverback” will play
at 5:30 p.m., with Roxtar taking the
stage at 9 p.m.
Friday, “Floyd and Associates”
will play at 5:30 p.m., followed

See Fair, Page A2

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Local health officers can
unilaterally issue orders to slow diseases, the state
Supreme Court ruled Friday in a decision upholding
contentious orders limiting indoor gatherings and
mandating masks that Dane County officials handed
down during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The 4-3 decision affirms that state law grants local
health officers the ability to do what they deem necessary to stop communicable diseases without oversight
from governing bodies such as city councils and county
boards.
Liberal-leaning Justice Jill Karofsky wrote for the
majority that Wisconsin law clearly authorizes public
health officers to issue such orders and has since the
state was a territory. She added that if local elected officials don’t like the orders they can remove the health
officer, creating a strong safeguard for the people.
“Today’s ruling is a win for every resident of our community,” Dane County Executive Joe Parisi said. “This
ruling ensures that our public health department will
have the ability to keep our community safe — and that
decision making will remain science-based.”
The ruling marks the culmination of a lawsuit two
parents filed in Dane County in 2020 during the height
of the COVID-19 pandemic. They challenged orders
from Public Health Madison and Dane County Director
Janel Heinrich issued barring indoor gatherings, closing schools and mandating masks in all indoor spaces
open to the public. A Madison gym and a dance studio
in Oregon, Wisconsin, later joined the lawsuit.
Heinrich cited a section of state law that allows local
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