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JEFFERSON — A 49-year-old Fort 
Atkinson woman accused of mistreat-
ment of a dog that resulted in its death 
at her training facility is heading to trial.

Tammy S. Flemming is set to appear in 
court on June 14 on a charge stemming 
from an incident that occurred Sept. 11, 
2020 at her dog business, Herman’s Hang-
out in Fort Atkinson.

According to a crim-
inal complaint, Flem-
ming treated a dog 
named Cooper, a hus-
ky-Pomeranian mix, in a 
cruel manner.

Lindsey Davidson and 
her lawyer Daniel Jar-
dine shared a Wiscon-
sin Veterinary Diagnos-
tic Lab report in October 
that said Cooper suffered 

from strangulation. A photo they shared 
also shows Cooper’s body with a red mark 
on his neck.

Davidson said she got the bright blue-
eyed dog in April of last year and the dog 
had been with her for most of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Fort Atkinson Police Officer Adam 
Lawrence spoke with Davidson last Sep-
tember.

She told him that her 8-month-old dog, 
Cooper, was being trained at Herman’s 
Hangout and that she had received a call 
from Flemming who told her that Cooper 
had died.

Lawrence then went to Herman’s Hang-
out and spoke with Flemming.

“Tammy stated that she was doing her 
final training for the night with Cooper 
at approximately 10:30 p.m.,” according to 
Lawrence in the complaint. “She had Coo-
per on a choker chain.

She stated the way she trains is by a 
method called, ‘release of pressure,’ which 
means the dog will decide how much pres-
sure is applied to achieve compliance.”

The complaint stated that, under the 
method used by Flemming, it is common 
for a dog to yelp, or react when using a 
choker chain. That is when they know to 
relieve the pressure.

Cooper had been with Tammy for four 
weeks and had been doing very well on the 
choker chain. During this time, Tammy 
was asking Cooper to sit, but he was in 
a ‘power struggle’ with Tammy and had 
begun ‘fighting’ her by thrashing his head 
back and forth. This caused Tammy to 
continue with pressure on the chain, the 
complaint states.

Flemming told Lawrence this was a 
command that Cooper had successfully 
demonstrated many times before.

WEST FUN RUN 

W A S H I N G T O N 

(AP) — Federal prose-

cutors will not charge a 

police officer who shot 

and killed a woman as 

she climbed through 

the broken part of a 

door during the insur-

rection at the U.S. Cap-

itol on Jan. 6.

Authorities had 

considered for months 

whether criminal 

charges were appropriate for the Cap-

itol Police officer who fatally shot Ashli 

Babbitt, a 35-year-old Air Force veteran 

from San Diego. The Justice Depart-

ment’s decision, though expected, offi-

cially closes out the investigation.

Prosecutors said they had reviewed 

video of the shooting, along with state-

ments from the officer involved and 

other officers and witnesses, examined 

physical evidence from the scene and 

reviewed the autopsy results.

“Based on that investigation, officials 

determined that there is insufficient evi-

dence to support a criminal prosecu-

tion,” the department said in a state-

ment.

Video clips posted online depict Bab-

bitt, wearing a stars and stripes back-

pack, stepping up and beginning to go 

through the waist-high opening of an 

area of the Capitol known as the Speak-

er’s Lobby when a gunshot is heard. She 

falls backward.

Another video shows other uniden-

tified people attempting to lift Babbitt 

up. She can be seen slumping back to 

the ground.

By Pam Chickering Wilson
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JEFFERSON — It’s one of the big celebra-
tions of the spring, a chance for kids to get out-
side, be active and enjoy the warming weather 
while helping support their school.

Last year, West Elementary School’s Fun 
Run fell victim to the pandemic, but this year, 
the event is back on, with some extra safety 
measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

This year, rather than occurring all on one 
day, the Fun Run will take place across the 
space of a week, with students running only 
with their own grades and gym classes May 
10-14.

“Everyone is excited and ready to run,” said 
Deb Ebel, a West Elementary teacher and par-
ent who is coordinating the event on behalf of 
the West Parent-Teacher Organization.

While most of the students at West are 
attending school in-person, she said the school’s 
remaining virtual students also will be able 
to participate, receiving pedometers through 
which they can log a set step goal during the 
Fun Run.

This technically is the fourth year for the 
fundraiser, even though it only is the third year 
it will be able to be run. The initial West Fun 
Run supported construction of the Pope Path in 
memory of Nancy Pope, a beloved West teacher 
who died midway through the school year in 

West Elementary 
event returns to 
raise money for 
Pope Path arch

Pam Chickering Wilson
At the last West Fun Run in 2019, then-fifth-graders Kiara Ross, Vidal Ser-
rano, Lincoln Rutherford and other students emerge from a balloon arch 
to begin the run. The 2021 run, with added pandemic precautions, will take 
place over the span of a school week, May 10-14, with the goal of raising 
money for a permanent arch over the school’s Pope Path walking track.See Fun Run, Page A2
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MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — George Floyd 
died of a sudden heart rhythm disturbance 
as a result of his heart disease, a foren-
sic pathologist testified for the defense 
Wednesday at former Officer Derek Chau-
vin’s murder trial, contradicting experts 
who said Floyd succumbed to a lack of 
oxygen from the way he was pinned down.

Dr. David Fowler, a former Maryland 
chief medical examiner and now a mem-
ber of a consulting firm, said the fentanyl 
and methamphetamine in Floyd’s system, 
and possible carbon monoxide poisoning 
from auto exhaust, were contributing fac-
tors in the 46-year-old Black man’s death 

last May.
“All of those combined to cause Mr. 

Floyd’s death,” he said on the second day 
of the defense case.

Fowler also testified that he would clas-
sify the manner of death “undetermined,” 
rather than homicide as the county’s chief 
medical examiner ruled. He said Floyd’s 
death had too many conflicting factors, 
some of which could be ruled homicide 
and some that could be considered acci-
dental.

Chauvin attorney Eric Nelson is try-
ing to prove that the 19-year Minneapo-
lis police veteran did what he was trained 
to do and that Floyd died because of his 
illegal drug use and underlying health 

Expert blames George Floyd’s death on heart rhythm problem
POOL

LEFT: In this image from video, 
Dr. David Fowler, a retired 
forensic pathologist and for-
mer chief medical examiner 
for the state of Maryland tes-
tifies as Hennepin County 
Judge Peter Cahill presides, 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021, in 
the trial of former Minneapo-
lis police Officer Derek Chau-
vin at the Hennepin County 
Courthouse in Minneapolis, 
Minn. Chauvin is charged in 
the May 25, 2020 death of 
George Floyd.

See Floyd, Page A2

Trial set for Fort woman in dog death
Charge stems from an 

incident at her dog-training 
facility in Fort last fall

Flemming

See Trial, Page A2

No charges 
for officer in 
US Capitol 

riot shooting

Ashli Babbitt


