
Brewers
Brewers catcher Omar Narvaez 

hoping to find form back at the 

plate. • B1

Fireworks
Fireworks light up the night 

sky at Lake Koshkonong to the 

delight of viewers. • A3
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MADISON — The Daily Jefferson 
County Union has won 15 journalism 
awards at the Wisconsin Newspaper 
Association’s 2020 Better Newspapers 
Contest awards ceremony, which took 

place virtually Friday night.
The honors included five first-place 

writing and coverage awards for the 
paper in the Class C newspapers divi-
sion and a first place in overall page 
design that included all newspapers in 
the state.

“The Daily Union was the top per-
forming newspaper in our group and 
that is a tremendous honor. That perfor-
mance is only possible due to the great 
work of our staff,” said Scott Peterson, 
APG Southern Wisconsin Group Editor. 
“To not only win 15 total awards, but to 
have six of those be first-place honors is 

a testament to the hard work and tal-
ent of our staff.

“Feature Editor Craig Spychalla led 
the charge by winning eight awards, 
which is amazing all by itself and a sur-
prise to no one, but reporter Pam Chick-
ering Wilson and Sports Editor Jack 
Miller also had multiple honors to their 
credit, too,” he added. “We all do our jobs 
for the benefit of our readers, but getting 
recognized by the judges is a bonus we 
all appreciate.

Spychalla won first place in page 

Daily Union news staff wins 15 awards  
in annual state newspaper contest

Six first place awards 
include breaking news and 

coronavirus coverage

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE - The man accused of kill-
ing two women in Janesville one year ago 
pleaded not guilty in Rock County Court 
on Monday.

Marcus T. Randle El, 34, is accused of 
shooting Seairaha J. Winchester and Brit-
tany N. McAdory, who died after being 

found wounded on Feb. 10, 
2020, along Midvale Drive.

Randle El’s attorney, 
Michael Hart, entered the 
pleas for his client in the 
video-conferenced hear-
ing. There was no discus-
sion of the particulars of 
the case.

Court Commissioner 
Jack Hoag referred the case 

to Judge Barbara McCrory for scheduling.
Randle El, a former University of Wis-

consin football player, faces two counts of 
first-degree intentional homicide, felon in 
possession of a firearm and driving a vehi-
cle without owner consent while armed.

A preliminary hearing also was begun 
in a separate case in which Randle El is 
accused of attacking a woman with a base-
ball bat on Sept. 28, 2019. The hearing was 
postponed to March 8 after Hoag could not 
hear testimony clearly.
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in murder case
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Associated Press

The COVID-19 death toll in the U.S. 
topped 500,000 Monday, all but match-
ing the number of Americans killed in 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam com-
bined.

The lives lost, as recorded by Johns 
Hopkins University, are about equal to 
the population of Kansas City, Missouri, 
and greater than that of Miami; Raleigh, 
North Carolina; or Omaha, Nebraska.

And despite the rollout of vaccines 
since mid-December, a closely watched 
model from the University of Washing-
ton projects more than 589,000 dead by 
June 1.

The U.S. toll is by far the highest 
reported in the world, accounting for 20 
percent of the nearly 2.5 million coro-
navirus deaths globally, though the true 
numbers are thought to be significantly 
greater, in part because of the many cases 
that were overlooked, especially early in 
the outbreak.

Average daily deaths and cases have 
plummeted in the past few weeks. Virus 
deaths have fallen from more than 4,000 
reported on some days in January to an 
average of fewer than 1,900 per day. But 
experts warn that dangerous variants 
could cause the trend to reverse itself.

Some experts say not enough 

US tops 
500,000  
COVID-19 

deaths
State and Jefferson County 
seeing lower COVID cases

By Steve Sharp

ssharp@wdtimes.com

HELENVILLE — It’s been a little more 
than a year since a massive fire burned a 
swath of destruction through a large com-
mercial facility in Helenville, but business 
vitality at the site has bounced back quickly.

The fire on Christmas Day of 2019 was 
characterized by those who fought it the big-
gest they had encountered.

The blaze broke out at the Highway D Busi-
ness Development Center at N4525 County 
Highway D and came close to devastating 
those involved in enterprises there. The 
incident sent a shock through the tight-knit, 
rural Helenville community as 2019 came to 
a close.

The building was owned by Jefferson busi-
ness visionary Steve Lewis. Lewis, perhaps, 
best is known for owning and operating the 
Jefferson Area Business Center on the east 
bank of the Rock River in downtown Jeffer-
son.

A large portion of the structure in Helen-
ville still stands, but the facility likely never 
will be rebuilt to its original stature that once 
dominated the rural landscape. The facility is 
thriving, serving as the relatively new home 
of A-1 Concrete, formerly of Johnson Creek.

The story of the building in Helenville 

Business rises from ashes 

of 2019 Helenville blaze

Logan Hansen
ABOVE: Helenville Fire Chief Ray Madison is shown at the 
scene of the Helenville business center fire on Christmas 
of 2019.
 TOP: This drone photo, provided by the Jefferson County 
Sheriff’s Office, shows the Christmas, 2019 fire that 
destroyed the front of the Helenville business center.
BOTTOM: Pictured is the former Helenville business cen-
ter as it appears today from County Highway D. The build-
ing, as it currently stands, is the one-time rear half of the 
center.
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as the new home of 
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