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JEFFERSON — Parents, students and 
other interested members of the School 
District of Jefferson community can weigh 
in on the three finalists for the Jefferson 
school superintendent position this week 
by accessing taped online interviews and 
submitting their input.

The prerecorded interviews, with 
superintendent finalists Amy Vesperman, 
Dr. Charles Urness and Dr. Peter Wilson, 
will be available via the School District of 
Jefferson website at sdoj.org.

Meanwhile, the school board is prepar-
ing to conduct in-person interviews with 
the final candidates during a closed ses-
sion meeting Thursday evening, April 8.

Following that final interview evening, 
on the next day, Friday, April 9, the board 
has set a special meeting to select the next 
superintendent.

Feedback submitted by members of the 
public who have viewed the taped inter-
views will be considered as one factor in 
the decision-making process.

The prerecorded interviews will be 
available on the district website begin-
ning at 8 a.m. Thursday. The interview 
links will remain open through 3:30 p.m. 
Friday.

To access the interview links, people 
may log on at the following web address:

https://www.sdoj.org/district/superin-
tendent-search.cfm

Community residents also will have the 
opportunity to take a survey for viewers 

to share feedback on the candidates, with 
the feedback to be shared with the school 
board at its April 9 meeting.

Background
These finalists are vying for the oppor-

tunity to replace Jefferson superintendent 
Mark Rollefson, who is retiring July 1.

District officials noted that the process 
started with 13 highly qualified individu-
als. There were no internal candidates for 
this position.

Vesperman currently serves as the 
superintendent of the Plum City School 
District.

She started her educational career in 
1997 as a high school/middle school lan-
guage arts teacher in Belmont. She also 
taught high school and middle school in 

Fall River and Waterloo.
In 2002, she returned to Fall River to 

serve as a middle school teacher, athletic 
coach and curriculum coordinator.

Moving into administration, she took 
on the role as Dean of Students in Ger-
mantown, then moved on to become assis-
tant principal in the Delavan-Darien dis-
trict, next serving as the director of curric-
ulum, instruction and assessment for the 
Wisconsin Heights district.

Vesperman took on the role of super-
intendent of the Albany school district in 
2016 and two years later moved on to the 
Plum City School District, serving in the 
same capacity.

Vesperman’s educational background 

Jefferson superintendent interviews online

GOP looks to spend money 
as they want, rather than 

as Gov. Evers intends

SITTING PRETTY 

Pam Chickering Wilson
ABOVE: Following Watertown’s egg hunt Saturday, held at parks around the city, Cora Fessler, 6, left, and Harper Hainstock, 4, right, 
climbed into oversize letters that form the “Sharp Corner Park” sign to rest after picking up their prizes.

John Jagler

MADISON (AP) — The majority of 
Wisconsin Republicans’ plans for spend-
ing $3.2 billion in federal stimulus money 
either may not be allowed under the law 
or might have to be repaid, according to 
nonpartisan analyses of the bills that are 
moving quickly through the Legislature.

Republicans are moving to pass bills 
that would spend the federal money as 

they want, rather than as Democratic 
Gov. Tony Evers intends. The law gives 
the governor control over most of the 
money and he has provided few details 
on how he intends for it to be spent. Evers 
has signaled he will veto the Republican 
measures.

A package of 11 bills introduced by 
Republicans this week were scheduled 
for a public hearing and vote in the Leg-
islature’s budget-writing Joint Finance 
Committee on Wednesday. The bills 
specify how about $2.7 billion of the 
state’s money would be spent, with an 

unspecified additional amount going 
toward unemployment insurance bene-
fits.

However, the nonpartisan Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau determined that three of 
the proposals proposals call for spending 
about $626 million on areas not allowed 
under the federal law. Additionally, a 
proposed $1 billion property tax cut for 
all homeowners in Wisconsin and money 
earmarked for unemployment insurance 
may have to be repaid by the state, the 

State Republicans’ plans for spending 
federal stimulus might not be allowed

By AMY FORLITI, STEVE KARNOWSKI 

and TAMMY WEBBER

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Officer 
Derek Chauvin had his knee on 
George Floyd’s neck — and was 
bearing down with most of his 
weight — the entire 9 1/2 min-
utes the Black man lay face-
down with his hands cuffed 
behind his back, a use-of-force 
expert testified Wednesday at 

Chauvin’s murder trial.
Jody Stiger, a Los Ange-

les Police Department ser-
geant serving as a prosecution 
witness, said that based on 
his review of video evidence, 
Chauvin applied pressure to 
Floyd’s neck or neck area from 
the time officers put Floyd on 
the ground until paramedics 
arrived.

“That particular force did 
not change during the entire 

restraint period?” prosecutor 
Steve Schleicher asked as he 
showed the jury a composite of 
five still images.

“Correct,” replied Stiger, 
who on Tuesday testified that 
the force used against Floyd 
was excessive.

Chauvin attorney Eric Nel-
son countered by pointing out 
what he said were moments in 
the video footage when Chau-
vin’s knee did not appear to 

be on Floyd’s neck but on his 
shoulder blade area or the base 
of his neck. Stiger did not give 
much ground, saying the offi-
cer’s knee in some of the con-
tested images still seemed to be 
near Floyd’s neck.

In other testimony, the lead 
Minnesota state investigator 
on the case, James Reyerson, 
agreed with Nelson that Floyd 

By Steve Sharp

steves@wdtimes.com

Watertown’s John 
Jagler called Tues-
day, “an incredibly 
proud night” for him 
as he won election to 
the 13th Senate Dis-
trict, but said his real 
work would begin 
first thing Wednesday 
morning.

“I want to say, ‘thank you’ to the peo-
ple of the 13th Senate District for the 
incredible honor of serving as their voice 
in the Senate,” Jagler said. “I promise to 
fight every day to earn the trust they’ve 
placed in me.”

Jagler defeated three other candi-
dates Tuesday — independents Spencer 
Zimmerman and Ben Schmitz, as well as 
Democrat Melissa Winker.

When the night concluded, it was 
Jagler with 19,125 votes, or 51.2% of the 
vote; Winker with 16,364, or 43.8%; Zim-
merman with 1,702, or 4.6% and Schmitz 
with 194 votes, or 0.5%.

Jagler assumes the seat that was 
vacated by Scott Fitzgerald, who was 
elected to the United States House of 
Representatives to represent Wiscon-
sin’s 5th Congressional District in 2020. 
Fitzgerald resigned as representative of 
the 13th State Senate District on Jan. 1.

The 13th Senate District encom-
passes large portions of Dodge and Jef-
ferson counties, including Watertown, 
Columbus, Beaver Dam, Oconomowoc 
and Lake Mills. It extends as far west as 
the Deforest area.

Jagler, 51, of 601 Clyman St., Water-
town, has been serving as representative 
of the 37th Assembly District.

Gov. Tony Evers will determine an 
election timeline for filling the vacancy 
created by Jagler’s departure.

The 37th Assembly District is located 
in south-central Wisconsin and com-
prises southwestern Dodge County, 
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Tuesday was 
‘proud night’ 

for Jagler
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Expert: Chauvin never took knee off Floyd’s neck
LEFT: Witness 
Jody Stiger, a Los 
Angeles Police 
Department ser-
geant, testifies as 
Hennepin County 
J u d ge  Pe t e r 
Cahill presides 
Wednesday, April 
7, in the trial of 
former Minneap-
olis police Offi-
cer Derek Chau-
vin in Minneapo-
lis. (Court TV via 
AP, Pool)See Floyd, Page A2


