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Pretrial for former CSUF employee 
charged in fatal stabbing delayed again

The pretrial for Chris Chuyen Vo, a 

former Cal State Fullerton employee 

who is charged with the fatal stabbing 

of Steven Shek Keung Chan, was once 

again rescheduled to Jan. 28. 

This is Vo’s ninth pre-trial since his 

arrest in 2019.

Judge Sheila Hansen presided over 

the court at the Santa Ana Central Jus-

tice Center where T. Edward Welbourn 

of the Corrigan Welbourn and Stokke 

law firm appeared via Zoom to rep-

resent Vo, who was not present in the 

courtroom at all.

Vo faces charges of murder and per-

sonally using a deadly weapon, with 

special circumstances in murder by 

means of lying in wait. 

The Orange County DA’s office lat-

er added charges of grand theft by em-

bezzlement and murder for financial 

gain. 

In April 2021, prosecutors accused 

Vo of committing murder to avoid be-

ing discovered for embezzlement. 

The prosecution also alleged that 

between 2017 and 2019, Vo used his 

position at CSUF to funnel just over 

$200k of funds to fake businesses he 

controlled. 

Vo pleaded not guilty to all charges 

at his arraignment in October 2019.

Welbourn and the prosecution mu-

tually agreed to postpone Vo’s pretrial 

until Jan. 28. 

Janine Madera, a homicide pros-

ecutor in the Orange County Dis-

trict Attorney’s office, stood in for 

Jennifer Walker, a senior deputy 

district attorney who is currently on                     

maternity leave. 

The decision to delay the trial was 

made partly to give Walker time to 

return from maternity leave, said 

Madera.

In August 2019, Chan was found in 

his car in the College Park parking lot 

with multiple stab wounds, and he was 

declared dead shortly after. 

Vo was arrested two days later at his 

Huntington Beach home in connection 

to the stabbing. 

Police also discovered a backpack 

at the scene of the stabbing, which 

is believed to belong to Vo, with an 

incendiary device and equipment con-

sistent with a planned kidnapping un-

der Chan’s car.

At the time of the murder, Vo was a 

full-time employee working in finance 

for Student Services and International 

Programs. 

Chan served as the director of bud-

get and finance for student services 

from 2009 until 2017 and had been 

brought back to the university as a spe-

cial consultant for Extension and Inter-

national Programs in 2019. 

Vo is currently being held without 

bail at the Theo Lacy Facility, a maxi-

mum security jail in Orange. 

McCarthy Hall’s $40 million 
project to open next spring

Initial opening was set for 
August 2021, but renovation 
has been delayed several 
times. 

JESSICA BENDA

Asst. Editor

The second floor of McCarthy Hall closed for construction in spring 2020.  (Jessica Benda  / Daily Titan)

While the McCarthy Hall modern-

ization may have been delayed, it’s 

aiming to open in spring 2022, said 

Marie Johnson, dean of the College of 

Natural Sciences and Mathematics.

The $40 million project is overhaul-

ing the building’s second floor to re-

build classrooms, glass-walled labs, 

wide study areas and an outdoor ter-

race. Two elevators will be replaced 

as the building undergoes safety 

upgrades.

Johnson said she is most excited to 

see the student friendliness that the 

renovations will bring.

“I see our students sit in the hall, 

with their backs against the wall, their 

feet out because we don’t have a bet-

ter place for them to study,” Johnson 

said of the building. “We all want bet-

ter spaces for our students, and we’re 

going to have informal study spac-

es and tables and chairs and lounges 

and just a place to go in between your 

classes.”

The second floor originally closed 

for construction in spring 2020. The 

first step was stripping it of its contents 

to start from scratch, Johnson said. 

While the opening was initially set for 

August 2021, it has been delayed sev-

eral times since then, courtesy of pan-

demic-stretched supply lines and wait-

ing for State Fire Marshal approval. 

Johnson said she is hopeful that it will 

be ready by March.

The building’s renovation is part of 

the “It Takes a Titan” campaign — a 

university goal to raise $250 million 

for campus projects. Of McCarthy’s 

$40 million project, $32 million is 

funded through California State Uni-

versity and the remainder by CSUF, 

according to CSUF News.

Green spaces occupy 
14.19% of Fullerton

City saw 2% increase in 
residents that live within a 
10-minute walk of public 
outdoor areas.

KASSANDRA VASQUEZ

Editor

The city of Fullerton ranked num-

ber 19 of 121 cities in the state for 

the percentage of inhabitants that live 

within a 10-minute walk of a public 

green area, according to the Green 

City Index, a recent study done by 

Interiorbeat.

According to the index, 14.92% of 

Fullerton’s 22.37 square miles is green 

space. About 1.38% of the city’s popu-

lation live in close proximity to a pub-

lic green space, which is the equivalent 

of 1,925 people out of Fullerton’s total 

2021 population of around 137,350. 

The index also states that over the 

last ten years, there was a 2% increase 

for inhabitants living within a 10-min-

ute walk of a public green space, 

which includes parks, gardens, street 

trees and any land covered — partial-

ly or completely — with grass, trees, 

shrubs or vegetation of any kind. 

“Fullerton has so much amazing 

green space and trails. I mean, even 

just the partnership with the Arbo-

retum. I mean, there’s the Fullerton 

loop. There are Coyote Hills. There’s 

just so much green space,” said 

Antonia Castro-Graham, chief operat-

ing officer of the Orange County pow-

er authority. “Fullerton is able to capi-

talize on not only being the education 

city, but being a tree city, and really 

embracing that green space.”

She said that green space is incred-

ibly important to an urban communi-

ty because those areas help reduce the 

heat island effect.

 Heat islands are urbanized areas 

that experience higher temperatures 

than outlying areas. 

“The more green buildings you 

have, in the sense that there’s greenery 

on them, or white roofs, or just trees 

and open space, helps to reduce that 

temperature,” she added.

Frequent Ted Craig Regional Park 

visitor Lyn Farman said she notices the 

impact that green space has in the lo-

cal community. Growing up in Fuller-

ton, Farman said she always enjoyed 

going to green spaces that the city of-

fers its inhabitants. She added that go-

ing for walks in Craig park helps her 

overall health and well-being. 

“Yesterday, I was feeling like a, you 

know, like a soggy sponge, and today 

is like, I feel alive,” she said. 

Farman added that green spaces 

positively impact the community by 

improving air quality and cooling air 

temperatures, even if people do not 

recognize the changes
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 Titans end regular season victorious

Cal State Fullerton women’s soc-

cer clinched a postseason spot with a 

2-1 win over the UC Riverside High-

landers, which sit in last place, on 

Sunday. The Titans finished the reg-

ular season with a six-game winning 

streak and third in the Big West con-

ference standings with 21 points. The 

top-four finish qualifies the Titans for 

the 2021 Big West Women’s Soccer 

Championship.

The Highlanders celebrated their 

Senior Day at UCR Soccer Stadium, 

but it was the Titans who ultimately 

left the stadium celebrating. 

Fullerton had the best scoring 

chances in the first half against UCR. 

The Titans took five shots with four 

that were on goal. In comparison, the 

Highlanders took five shots, but none 

landed on goal. 

The Titans cashed in the first goal 

of the game in the 41st minute off a 

free kick from junior forward Kay-

tlin Brinkman — her first goal of the 

season. 

The Titans kept the Highlanders off 

the scoresheet in the first half and took 

the 1-0 lead into halftime.

Senior midfielder Haley Brown 

picked up her sixth goal of the sea-

son in the 49th minute off an assist 

by senior defender Delaney Dombek 

Lindahl. The goal extended the lead, 

2-0, early in the second half.

UC Riverside responded with heavy 

pressure, and had a much better offen-

sive performance in the second half. 

In the half, UCR put up nine shots, 

with only five on goal, compared to 

Fullerton’s six. 

In the 84th minute, UCR forward 

Leigh Polson scored an unassisted 

goal to close the gap, 2-1. 

Women’s soccer claims a spot 
in the big West Tournament 
after extending their winning 
streak to six on Sunday.
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Karla Rodriguez scores the winning goal against Loyola Marymount on Sept. 17 at Titan 

Stadium. (CSUF Athletics)
SEE  POSTSEASON   8

This is the ninth time Chris 
Chuyen Vo’s pretrial has been 
pushed since his 2019 arrest.
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