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Reopen Women’s Center must 

provide necessities. 

Localizing services in the center easily 

provides aid to women in need. 

CSUF began the 2022 season with a doubleheader against 

Abilene Christian and the University of New Mexico. 
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First Black Titan Experience 
reinvigorates community

The Black Student Union 
will focus on bringing  
back engagement to 
clubs.

The National Association of Black Journalists at Cal State Fullerton is a club for students working towards a degree in Journalism.
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After pushback,
Women’s Center 

to reopen

University expands 
amount of virtual 

instruction allowed
Up to four weeks of 
an in-person course 
can be held online.

The Academic Senate voted to in-

crease the amount of virtual instruc-

tion permitted in in-person classes for 

fall 2022, jumping from three weeks 

to four weeks of potential virtual 

instruction.

Approved on Aug. 25, an amend-

ment was added to ensure professors 

make efforts to maintain the original 

syllabus and coursework, even if the 

class is changed to virtual instruction 

for a set period of time. 

Concerns of students’ ability to ad-

just between in-person and virtual in-

struction was stated  throughout the 

meeting. “Transitioning to alternative 

modalities mid-semester is not ideal, 

particularly for students who do bet-

ter in one modality than another. This 

is not ideal, this is the emergency 

case,” said Matthew Jarvis, associate 

professor of political science. 

Students with disabilities and those 

who commute could be negatively 

affected by a sudden change in class 

format, said CSUF Title IX coordina-

tor Sarah Bauer. 

“75% of students with disabilities 

perform poorly in virtual learning 

environments due to their disabili-

ties, and they purposely register for 

in-person courses that were desig-

nated on the course schedule,” Bau-

er said. “Many of them rely heavily 

on public transit and commute two 

hours each way. If there’s a last min-

ute change, and a student is already 

on the bus or transit, that could im-

pact them as well.”

In a pre-recorded video, Provost 

and vice president for academic af-

fairs Carolyn Thomas said that when 

students sign up for in-person classes, 

they are eager to have the in-person 

experience. 

“Online classes can be a great learn-

ing environment when they’re inten-

tional, we know that hybrid classes can 

be a great learning environment when 

intentional, but classes that are in per-

son, and then become virtual, and 

then come back to in-person, are not 

great learning environments,” Thom-

as said. “Please keep student learning 

in mind, as you’re considering whether 

or not to provide an additional week of 

flexibility.” 

In the past, students have shared that 

online classes help with the cost of gas 

and provide relief to commuters. “We 

have to be able to understand the way 

our students are understanding educa-

tion now. From my perspective, stu-

dents are way more flexible than we 

think,” said Ricardo Valencia, a CSUF 

public relations assistant professor.   

The coronavirus pandemic halted 

in-person classes from March 2020 

to August 2021, forcing students to 

quickly adjust to school online. In-

creasing another week of virtual in-

struction does not mean professors 

will be switching to hybrid classes 

mid-semester, but instead gives them 

flexibility for another two class meet-

ings if they are still testing positive 

for COVID-19, said Jon Bruschke, 

human communications professor . 

There are over 600,000 COVID-19 

cases, to date in Orange County. Jar-

vis said it’s not just about the individ-

ual faculty member but the people 

they care for.

“Once you have multiple people 

in the house and you’re a caregiver, 

whether they’re above or below you 

in age, there’s just going to be care-

giving responsibilities for people at 

the age range the faculty are. We are 

going to have children, and we are 

going to have parents, who may need 

us to stay home,” Jarvis said. 

The resolution applies to the fall 

2022 semester. It will not automati-

cally expand to other semesters, and 

the amount of class instruction flexi-

bility necessary will be reassessed in 

the future. 

The Women’s Center will reopen 

temporarily in Langsdorf Hall on 

Sept. 8, the Student Affairs office said 

on Thursday.

The announcement described it 

as a “physical location for students” 

during the search for a permanent 

center, designed to “support women 

Titans and members of other emerg-

ing communities.”

In December, the university abrupt-

ly shut down the Women’s Center, a 

hub of mental health workshops and 

resources since 1972. After subse-

quent faculty and student pushback, 

CSUF announced a hazily-detailed 

reopening in the spring - with no date 

and location.

The temporary center will occupy 

LH-556, operating from 8:30 a.m. to 

5 p.m. with programming and faculty 

liaison office hours. Rebecca Dolhi-

now, women and gender studies asso-

ciate professor, will act as the faculty 

liaison.

Dolhinow, who was part of the fac-

ulty campaign to bring back the cen-

ter, said staff is still deciding what 

services will be offered. Along with 

her office hours, the center staff is 

aiming to start a series of lectures 

ranging from upcoming elections to 

reproductive rights.

“My hopes are once we get a per-

manent space, which obviously we’re 

The Black Student Union hosted 

the inaugural Black Titan Experience 

event in collaboration with the Af-

rican American Resource Center to 

launch a year of reinvention for Black 

organizations on campus. 

BSU held the Black Titan Expe-

rience  Thursday afternoon on the 

Engineering and Computer Science 

Lawn, which served as the fairground 

for DJ Saraj, a dance floor and food. 

Seven other clubs under the BSU um-

brella organization participated in 

this year’s event to greet the 300 stu-

dents that attended. 

“I am so excited to see such a won-

derful turnout, and it’s been great to 

meet all the students and to see them 

interacting and mingling,” said An-

gelica Robinson, an undergraduate 

student advisor for AARC. “This is 

the energy I hope that we can carry 

through the rest of the year and real-

ly just making sure that we’re main-

taining a strong community here at 

CSUF.”

Between the energetic hip-hop 

beats, food and dessert, students were 

able to socialize with representatives 

from clubs, including the Afro-Eth-

nic Student Association, Nation-

al Society of Black Engineers, and 

SisterTalk. 

The launch of this event was es-

pecially important for beginning the 

year.

“We need to set the message, the 

tone, that this is how BSU is going 

to be this year,” said Neemah Ab-

dul-Karim, a fourth-year political sci-

ence major and co-president of the 

Black Student Union. “We are active. 

We are present on campus. We are 

here for students.”

Since June, BSU and AARC have 

planned the event to shine a light on 

the Black students and communities 

on campus. They planned to kick off 

the semester with this event to revive 

membership and interaction with stu-

dents after the pandemic. 

SEE GENDER     2
SEE DIVERSITY    4

hoping will be bigger and have more 

resources than the one we’re get-

ting now, but we are happy to have a 

space, we’re happy to have a place for 

people to go and have community,” 

Dolhinow said.

The center likely will not return 

to Gordon Hall for its permanent re-

opening. A home in the Pollak Li-

brary is sought, near or within the 

Diversity Initiatives and Resource 

Centers, university officials said.

Martha Enciso, associate vice pres-

ident of student affairs, said there 

is no estimate of when a permanent 

center will open. Settling on the tem-

porary center in Langsdorf Hall was 

difficult due to limited space, she 

said.

Center funding falls under the di-

versity center and student affairs, En-

cisco said. In the spring, Tonantzin 

Oseguera, vice president of student 

affairs, said student fees would fund 

the new center, but didn’t specify the 

amount.

Karyl Ketchum, women and gen-

der studies department chair, said the 

center would be renamed. Though 

most recently called the WoMen’s 

Adult and Reentry Center, or the 

WARC, the announcement now refers 

to it as the Women’s Center. Encis-

co said the return to its original 1972 

name was a “conversation that needs 

to be had.”


