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Orange County officials 

check to ensure no 

errors in ballot counting

Orange County has be-

gun conducting a routine 

risk-limiting audit for the 

2020 election ballots on 

Friday to ensure that both 

local and national results 

are accurate, according to 

a statement from the Or-

ange County Registrar of 

Voters.

The procedure provides 

statistical evidence that an 

election outcome is correct 

or would provide an ex-

act conclusion, said Neal 

Kelley of the Registrar of 

Voters for Orange County,. 

The audit is conducted by 

people instead of machines 

and would require a great-

er examination of closer 

contests than those with 

wide-margins. 

“Conducting a 

risk-limiting audit is an 

excellent way to audit 

elections and provide an 

important check on the in-

tegrity of the election pro-

cess,” Kelley said. “This is 

a valuable opportunity to 

util ize the enhanced au-

diting capability of Or-

ange County’s voting sys-

tem, while at the same 

time ensuring that the 
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The Honda Center held Orange County’s largest voting site on election day.  (Jordan Mendoza / Daily Titan)

Theater students 
adapt to the 

drama of 2020

In Irvine in early March, 

the cast of University High 

School’s production of 

“Pippin” was summoned 

to the theater classroom 

during lunch, dreading the 

news awaiting them. The 

principal was there to ex-

plain that the second of 

two planned performance 

weekends would be can-

celed due to an impending 

shutdown, and that night 

would be the last perfor-

mance, with a reduced 

crowd of about 50 people. 

“I just remember, we 

were all in tears, abso-

lute sadness and not re-

ally understanding what 

was going on,” said Keza 

Kananura, now a freshman 

theater major at Cal State 

Fullerton. 

The shutdown was only 

supposed to last through 

spring break. There was 

still a chance that the show 

could go on. 

“Little did I know that 

Friday, March 17 was the 

last day I would ever see 

anybody again in person,” 

Kananura said. 

Similar scenes of dis-

appointment played out 

for performers across the 

country this spring when 

the COVID-19 pandemic 

brought all plans for live 

performances to a halt.

What started as a two-

week shutdown has now 

stretched into eight months 

without theatre produc-

tions, with no clear sign of 

when they will be back.

With all this time away 

from the stage, CSUF the-

ater students are missing 

the experience of perform-

ing before a crowd.

“I feel like a version of 

myself, not like the per-

son that I normally am,” 

Kananura said. “It’s diffi-

cult because that’s how I 

express myself. It’s how I 

sometimes process things, 

and so to go almost a 

whole year without being 

able to do that is really 

difficult.”

For performers like 

Kananura, performances 

are their lifeblood.  

“There’s something 

about actually having an 

audience there that chang-

es the energy of the entire 

performance,” said Jack 

O’Leary, a senior pursu-

ing a bachelor’s degree in 

musical theater.
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Young Kim wins 
congressional seat 

for the 39th District

Republican Young Kim defeated in-

cumbent Democrat Gil Cisneros for 

California’s 39th Congressional District 

which overlaps portions of Orange, Los 

Angeles and San Bernardino counties.

This is the second time Cisneros 

has faced Kim for the seat in the 39th 

Congressional District, which includes 

cities like Fullerton, Diamond Bar, Chi-

no Hills and more. Kim led by 8.6% in 

the 2018 election before Cisneros took 

the lead in the days following as mail-in 

ballots were counted. 

Once all votes were counted in 

2018, Cisneros was deemed the win-

ner by a narrow 941 votes. This time 

around, Kim secured her seat in the 

House of Representatives by earning 

50.6% of the votes.

Young Kim addresses her supporters in 2018.  (Jessica Ruiz / Daily Titan)

Josh Newman speaking to voters at a rally on election night. (Carlos Cordova / Daily Titan)

Democrat Josh Newman will once 

again represent California’s 29th State 

Senate district after Republican Ling 

Ling Chang conceded the election 

on Friday. He will begin his term on 

Jan. 6 when the state legislature re-

convenes. Newman declared victory 

on Thursday evening, and announced 

that Chang had conceded the race in a 

tweet posted on Friday morning.

“I’m incredibly proud, as well as 

very humbled, that the voters of my 

district have once again granted me 

the honor and privilege of represent-

ing them in the California Legisla-

ture,” he said in the tweet.

Josh Newman 
takes back position 

in State Senate 
Incumbent Ling Ling 

Chang conceded the 

election on Friday.
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The Republican will be 

among the first Korean 

American congresswomen. 
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