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Fishburne Military
School has been named to
Virginia Living Magazine’s
list of Top High Schools &
Colleges for 2019.

The list includes almost
150 public and private
high schools and four-

year and two-year colleg-
es “leading the way in in-
novation across the state,”
according to a press re-
lease from the military
school in Waynesboro.

Virginia Living’s list ac-
knowledges schools for
“excellence and innova-
tion” in Arts & Humani-

ties, Science, Math &
Technology, Performing
Arts, Health & Medicine
and Capital Improve-
ments.

“Fishburne Military
School has enjoyed a great
many successes over the
years, but being recog-
nized for our core mission

– developing educated
and honorable young
men – is something that
makes us proudest of all,”
said Fishburne’s Superin-
tendent Capt. Mark Black
in the press release.

The military school
was founded in 1879 by
Waynesboro native and

Washington College
graduate Professor James
A. Fishburne to prepare
young men in grades 7 to
12 for leadership and ser-
vice.

The school has launched
a successful Science, En-
gineering, Technology
and Mathematics (STEM)

initiative in recent years,
as well as completed IT
and classroom technology
upgrades and, at the end
of September, will cel-
ebrate the opening of the
$4.5 million Hitt-Millar
Field House for athletics,
training and other cadet
activities.

Fishburne named among top 150 schools in Virginia
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Waynesboro residents no longer
have to drive to Staunton to make
donations to Habitat for Humanity’s
ReStore or peruse the selection of
household goods and items on the
sales floor.

“I want to extend a heartfelt wel-
come from the city of Waynesboro,”
said Waynesboro Mayor Terry Short
Jr. Thursday afternoon.

He said that when he ran for
council his slogan was “I believe in
Waynesboro,” and the opening of
the ReStore on Arch Avenue reaf-
firms that belief for him.

“This is an important hallmark to

have this space reoccupied with a
mission [to help individuals who
need a hand up],” Short said just be-
fore he cut the ribbon for the store’s
grand opening.

The Habitat for Humanity ReStore
opened July 3 at 252 Arch Avenue
in downtown Waynesboro, but cel-
ebrated its official grand opening
Thursday afternoon.

“We’re really happy to be here,”
said Bill McKenna, manager of the
Habitat for Humanity ReStore in
Staunton. McKenna and Staunton
ReStore Manager Tom Dumontier
will share managing duties at the
Waynesboro site.

McKenna said that since the
Waynesboro store opened across

the street from Kroger, the store has
had great sales and donations com-
ing in.

“That’s critically important obvi-
ously, because, without donations,
we have nothing,” McKenna said.

ReStore is in the former The Salva-
tion Army retail store. McKenna said
Habitat tore down an interior wall,
installed a second bathroom and re-
moved a rug floor as part of renova-
tions.

“One of the reasons we wanted to
open a store in Waynesboro is we’re
planning some big projects in the
area,” McKenna, who lives in Mt.
Sidney, said.

Habitat for Humanity celebrates Waynesboro ReStore opening
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Waynesboro Mayor Terry Short Jr. cuts the ribbon at the ground opening of the Habitat for Humanity ReStore in the River City on Thursday.

A warm welcome

See RESTORE, Page A6

BY NOLAN STOUT
The (Charlottesville) Daily Progress

Charlottesville Demo-
crats who want to see in-
dependent City Council
hopeful Bellamy Brown or
any other unaffiliated can-
didate elected could face
expulsion from the local
party committee under its
bylaws.

Along with Democrats
Sena Magill, Michael
Payne and Lloyd Snook
and independents John
Hall and Paul Long, Brown
is running for one of three
open seats on the panel in
November’s election.

Brown received a round-
about donation from sit-
ting Democratic Councilor
Mike Signer, which skirts
the lines of what the party
allows. Signer donated
through a political action
committee he established
in 2011.

Signer, a former mayor,
said Ivy Hinton, co-chair of
the city committee, called
him last week about the
$250 donation and it was
the first time he’d heard
from the party “in two
years.”

The city Democratic
committee is made up of
100 precinct representa-

tives and alternates, and
former elected members
who are given the status of
ex-officio.

According to the com-
mittee’s bylaws, members
“must not intend to sup-
port any candidate op-
posed to a Democratic
nominee in the next ensu-
ing general election.” The
state party’s bylaws say
Democrats must not “pub-
licly support, endorse, or
assist” any candidate out-
side of the party.

The city committee’s by-
laws allow a majority of
the committee to expel
any member who is “found

guilty” of publicly support-
ing any candidate who is
running against a Demo-
cratic nominee.

Signer said he “wasn’t
aware” that he was a mem-
ber of Charlottesvillle’s
Democratic committee
and that he told Hinton he
was “interested in know-
ing if there was a way to
resolve this.”

Signer said he was also
confused because former
Mayor Dave Norris and
former Councilor Dede
Smith — both Democrats
— supported independent
Mayor Nikuyah Walker in
2017. Smith and Norris

didn’t return calls for com-
ment.

Hinton said no one was
expelled for supporting
Walker, although “some
members” resigned, and
no one has been expelled
this year.

Signer said he’s asked
how to work within the
bylaws, including asking
Brown to refund the do-
nation, but, “my feeling
remains the same” about
Brown’s candidacy.

“I value the party and its
rules,” he said. “I hope that
there’s a way to resolve it.”

BY JUSTIN MATTINGLY
Richmond Times-Dispatch

The average Virginia student fared
better on the SAT this year than stu-
dents across the U.S., according to
data released Tuesday.

Virginia students who graduated in
the Class of 2019 had an average score
of 1119, compared with a 1059 average
nationwide, according to the College
Board, the company that administers
the college readiness exam.

The SAT is taken voluntarily by high
school students and is often used by
colleges, along with the ACT, to help
determine admission.

The ACT has yet to release its results
for the Class of 2019.

While Virginia’s average score in-
creased two points compared to last
year, the number of students in the
graduating class dropped slightly from
61,576 last year to 61,182 this year. That
means 68% of graduating seniors took
the SAT during high school, according
to the College Board.

Achievement gaps persist in the
state.

About 1 in 5 Virginia SAT takers were
black and posted an average score of
972. White students were 52% percent
of the state’s cohort and scored an av-
erage of 1159.

Seventeen percent of SAT takers in
Virginia used a fee waiver, which al-
lows students meeting specific income
eligibility standards to take the test for
free. Across the country, 19% of stu-
dents in the Class of 2019 took the SAT
with a fee waiver.

More than 2.2 million U.S. students
in the Class of 2019 took the SAT test,
the College Board said.

At least 10 states — Virginia is not
one — give the SAT to public school
students for free. The test costs $49.50
without the administration of an op-
tional essay, according to the College
Board.

More higher education institutions
no longer require SAT or ACT scores
to help determine admission, or give
the scores less weight. The number of

Va. students
top national
averageonSAT
But test participation falls

See SAT, Page A6

Democrats’ support of Bellamy Brown at issue
Charlottesville committee prohibits members from backing candidates running against party nominees

See DEMS, Page A6


