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BY RUTH SERVEN SMITH
The (Charlottesville) Daily Progress

CHARLOTTESVILLE — The Uni-
versity of Virginia Medical Center
is reviewing its policy of frequently
suing and garnishing wages of pa-
tients who have not paid their med-
ical bills.

A little over a month ago, Uni-
versity President Jim Ryan learned
about the extent to which UVa sues
to receive medical bills, accord-
ing to a statement posted Monday
evening on social media. He said
he asked the CEO of the medical
center, Pamela Sutton-Wallace, to
change the aggressive practices,
and that she agreed to do so.

“It is complicated, for a num-
ber of reasons, including the fact
that we are legally obligated as
a state agency to collect debts,”
Ryan wrote. “But we have discre-
tion within those legal constraints
to make our system more generous
and more humane, and that is what
we will do. Pam and her team are fi-
nalizing the proposed changes, and
we expect to announce them by the
end of this week.”

A spokesman for the hospital
confirmed Tuesday that the review
was prompted by a scathing report
by Kaiser Health News, which was
published Monday in The Wash-
ington Post. According to the in-
vestigation, the health system and

UVa Health
vows changes
after report on
debt collection
Newpolicy for billing and
collections is expected
to be announced Friday
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VERONA — With less
than two months to go

before the Nov. 5 election,
Steve Landes is honing his
message as he seeks the
Augusta County clerk of
circuit court’s seat.

Meanwhile, Miles Bobbit

is the latest candidate for
the clerk’s post to garner
endorsements in his cam-
paign to fill the vacancy
created when Carol Brydge
retired earlier this year.

The two men are among
five candidates for the
open seat to be decided in
a special election. In addi-
tion to Bobbit and Landes,
Augusta County Supervi-
sor Carolyn Bragg, Lauren
Griffin and former Super-

visor Tracy Pyles and are
on the ballot.

Bobbitt, a first-time can-
didate, is a Greenville-area
resident and executive di-
rector of the Valley Alcohol

Landes outlines goals for county clerk’s office
Bobbit garners endorsements from neighboring clerks

LandesBobbit
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A roundabout will be coming
down the pike for East Main
Street and Delphine Avenue.

City Council endorsed a
plan Monday night to move
forward with replacing the
signalized East Main-Del-

phine intersection with a
roundabout — the increas-
ingly common method of
moving traffic through inter-
sections without the use of
signals. Council was asked by
staff to approve an applica-
tion seeking $431,000 from
the Virginia Department of
Transportation to pay half the
cost of the project.

Council also agreed to
match the state money with
$431,000 from the city as part
of the application for fund-
ing through VDOT’s Revenue
Sharing Program.

The project is included in
Waynesboro’s Capital Im-
provement Plan for the 2021
fiscal year. According to a
memo from the city manag-

er’s office, applications to the
Revenue Sharing Program for
FY 2021 must be completed
by Oct. 1.

According to the manager’s
memo, the existing signals at
the intersection have been
rated as deficient byVDOT in-
spectors.

Coming around?
Roundabout to replace traffic signal at East Main-Delphine intersection
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The city is moving for-
ward with the third phase of
the South River Greenway,
looking to construct the
extension along 14th Street
to connect Loth Springs to
Ridgeview Park.

The route, though, likely
won’t make everyone hap-
py, acknowledged Waynes-
boro Deputy City Manager

Jim Shaw. No matter the
choice, he said, someone
will have a legitimate objec-
tion.

“If we wait for a route that
everyone likes, I’m afraid
we’re stymied,” Shaw told
City Council during Mon-
day night’s meeting.

In January 2018, Waynes-
boro entered into a grant
agreement with the Virginia
Department of Transporta-
tion to pursue the project
but little progress has been

made since because of pub-
lic disagreement over the
route. VDOT is funding the
entire project’s estimated
cost of about $1.1 million.
Any additional costs be-
yond that amount would be
borne by the city.

The less-than-a-mile-
long extension will incor-
porate features for pedes-
trians and bicyclists, which
could include separated

Citymoves aheadwith 14th Street route for greenway
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Cars line the Street at 14th and Chesnut Avenue in Waynesboro.

MICHELLE L. MITCHELL/THE NEWS VIRGINIAN

Cars drive through the in-
tersection of Delphine Av-
enue and East Main Street
in Waynesboro on Tuesday.
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