
BY ROB LONGLEY
rlongley@newsvirginian.com | (540) 932-3556

As Kit and Janie Hudson were sitting
down for breakfast Monday morning,
the couple discovered they had an unex-
pected guest — one who was hoping to
join them for a little breakfast of its own.

A black bear had meandered into their
backyard on Toman Lane, a tree-lined,
dead-end street of single-family homes
off Goose Creek Road on the far west
side of Waynesboro.

Needless to say, the Hudsons were
surprised by the unexpected arrival of
their new and, fortunately for them,
temporary neighbor. But after the initial
start, they took it in stride, snapping a
few photos and taking some video of the
animal.

The bear rooted around the backyard
for a time until it found what it was look-
ing for — a bird feeder, which is a com-
mon target of black bears who wander
into neighborhoods looking for a snack.

The feeder was perched upon a high

pole, its position designed to make it
harder for squirrels, chipmunks and
other non-aviating animals for which
the food source was not intended.

The height of the pole, not to mention
the pole itself, was no match for the bear,
however, who swatted the feeder down as
if it was little more than a bothersome fly.

Havingsuccessfullyaccesseditsbreak-

fast, the bear proceeded to scratch, sniff,
poke and nuzzle the feeder, trying to get
at its prize.

‘Not uncommon’
While bears are hardly as common

as dear, feral cats, rabbits or squirrels,
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WAYNESBORO — Students
from Waynesboro, Augusta
County and Staunton schools
will testify Tuesday afternoon
before a House of Delegates

subcommittee about bullying
and other behavior issues in
Virginia schools.

The meeting of the Student
Behavior and Interventions
Subcommittee of the House
Select Committee on School
Safety is scheduled for 1 p.m.
Tuesday at Blue Ridge Commu-
nity College’s Plecker Center.

Del. Steve Landes, R-Wey-
ers Cave, is chairman of the

subcommittee. He said in
addition to hearing from stu-
dents, behavioral experts will
testify during the two-hour
meeting. Those experts in-
clude Julia Taylor, assistant
professor at the University
of Virginia’s Curry School of
Education, and Benjamin
Fernandez, school psycholo-
gist and prevention services
coordinator for the Loudoun

County Public Schools.
Landes said the input from

students is critical to the sub-
committee’s work.

“We want to know what
problems students see and
what can be done to address
them,” Landes said. Students
testifying include those from
Waynesboro High School,
StonewallJacksonHighSchool,
R.E. Lee High School and Fort

Defiance High School.
The delegate said students

will be questioned by the nine-
member subcommittee.

Landes and Del. Dickie Bell
spent time in June visiting
schools in Augusta County
and Waynesboro to look at
the security challenges those
schools have.

Will testify about
bullying, behavior

High school students to talk to state committee

Impulse gay
club garners
City approval
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WAYNESBORO — Waynesboro City
Council Monday gave approval to
both conditional use and dance hall
permits for the Impulse Gay Social
Club.

Council’s approval clears the way for
the gay club to open at 101 East Main
Street, with a targeted opening date of
early next year.

Kevin Morris-Lewis, the operator of
the Impulse Gay Social Club in Char-
lottesville and the operator of the club
planned in Waynesboro, has repeat-
edly said the Waynesboro club would
support the local LGBT community.
Morris-Lewis is a Waynesboro resi-
dent.

He said considerable work must be
done on the Main Street facility before
the opening.

“We have to build a patio, plant trees
and bushes,” Morris-Lewis said.

He also said lines have to be paint-
ed on the parking lot. The building
that will house the club must also be
painted, and signs must be put up.

The club, when it opens, would op-
erate 7 pm. to 2 a.m. on Thursdays
through Saturdays, and 7 p.m. to per-
haps 1 a.m. on Sundays.

Members of Waynesboro City Coun-
cil did not comment when giving final
approval to the club Monday night.

However, an Augusta County resi-
dent, Grayson Comer, criticized the
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BLACK BEARS IN THE VALLEY

Grin and bear it?
SUBMITTED BY THE HUDSONS

This visitor wandered into Kit and Janie Hudson’s backyard Monday morning and helped himself to a tasty breakfast of bird seed.
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