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Boys basketball:Western Albemarle advances to state semifinals with buzzer-beater B1
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College housing

» A University of Virginia Board of Visi-
tors committee approves the next step
for a new residence hall on Brandon
Avenue. A2
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Feeling at home
Lowe’s volunteers on Friday saw down drywall in one of four affordable homes that Habitat for Humanity of Greater Charlottes-
ville is building on Nassau Street. Habitat for Humanity International, Lowe’s and approximately 6,000 women volunteers in more
than 235 communities in the United States, India and Canada are partnering for International Women Build Week, which wraps up
Sunday, to highlight the global need for safe and affordable housing. Find more photos at DailyProgress.com.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN BUILD WEEK
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After more than two months of dis-
cussions, Charlottesville City Schools
is ready to partner with the Piedmont
Family YMCA to expand its after-school
program known as CLASS.

The proposed partnership would pro-
vide up to 90 spots at each of the school
division’s seven after-school locations
and change how registration works to
include in-person and online sign-ups.

Registration for next
school year will start in
early May.

“That means there will
be no need for parents
to wait in line this year,”
said Bev Catlin, the divi-
sion’s CLASS coordina-
tor.

Additionally, the op-
tion for students to at-
tend part-time will be

eliminated as part of the plan.
Tuition for the program would stay the

same for next year, as well as the CLASS
programming and curriculum. Staff
members will continue as Charlottes-
ville employees.

CLASS, which is self-sustaining, serves
students in kindergarten through sixth
grade daily throughout the school year.

At the elementary level, full-time fees
range from $74 to $248 per month, de-
pending on family income. At Walker
Upper Elementary, the full-time month-
ly rates range from $67 to $220.

Catlin and YMCA officials talked with
the School Board on Thursday night
about plans for the partnership. The
board will vote on it at its April 2 meet-
ing.

Both groups have emphasized that
they want to ensure “a seamless transi-
tion” for families.

City schools
detail YMCA
partnership
After-school program’s
part-time option will end
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Wash your hands. Use hand
sanitizer. Don’t touch your face.
Wash your hands some more.

That’s the advice of area
schools and the state health de-
partment as the coronavirus and
its accompanying respiratory ill-
ness, COVID-19, spread across

the country and officials locally
prepare for a potential outbreak.

As of Friday afternoon, no one
in Virginia has tested positive for
the coronavirus; however, test-
ing is ramping up. The Virginia
Department of Health said 31
people have been tested so far
and 120 people currently are un-
der public health monitoring.

Earlier this week, the Univer-
sity of Virginia cancelled study
abroad trips over spring break.

Area schools are updating their
plans developed in response to
the H1N1 outbreak in 2008, in
which one local child died, and
are sending letters home to par-
ents.

More than 3,400 people world-
wide have died from the virus,
which appears to spread through
droplets after a person coughs or
sneezes, according to the World
Health Organization. In the U.S.,
several states reported their first
cases, and outbreaks appeared
to widen as health care workers

performed more tests.
The Thomas Jefferson District

Health Department has recom-
mended individuals get a flu
shot, make an emergency action
plan and stay home if they aren’t
feeling well, among other ad-
vice. Local, state and federal of-

ficials say wearing a face mask is
not necessary unless you are ill.

Jessica Salah, the department’s
health emergency coordinator,
said the agency has been plan-
ning for pandemic flu since
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Charlottesville City Council real-
izes there’s just not enough money
to go around, but the panel wants
to find a little more for the school
division — it’s just not clear from
where.

Councilors also made clear that
they have no intention of raising
the real estate tax rate.

The council got into the weeds on

the city’s budget during a work ses-
sion on Thursday night.

City Manager Tarron Richardson
has proposed a $196.6 million bud-
get for fiscal year 2021, which starts
July 1, plus a $35.3 million Capital
Improvement Program and $111
million in other dedicated funds.

The spending plan is a $7.7 mil-
lion, or 4.11%, increase over the fis-
cal 2020 budget.

The school division is requesting
about $61.3 million, but Richard-
son’s budget proposes $59.4 mil-
lion.

The council asked staff to try to
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RICHMOND — With time
running short in the waning
General Assembly session, so
are tempers as budget nego-
tiators face an impasse over
higher education funding and
employee compensation.

House Appropriations Chair-
man Luke Torian, D-Prince
William, accused Senate bud-
get negotiators of bad faith in
negotiations on higher educa-
tion that threaten to send the
scheduled 60-day session into
overtime.

In a letter delivered to Senate
Finance and Appropriations
Chairwoman Janet Howell, D-
Fairfax, on Friday, Torian said
the Senate had failed to respond
to House efforts to moderate

tuition increases at Virginia’s
public colleges and universities.
Instead, he said Senate budget
negotiators had upped their
own demands for student fi-

nancial aid.
“I am of the

firm belief that
moderation of
tuition is of the
utmost impor-
tance to Vir-
ginia’s working
families,” he

told Howell. “Instead, [the Sen-
ate] doubled elements of the
Senate package.”

“Needless to say, I was disap-
pointed at the blatant lack of
effort to achieve a compromise
to allow us to complete budget
negotiations,” Torian told the
Senate budget leader.

The exchange of proposals

came on an increasingly tense
and frenetic day that - in terms
of legislative rules - stretched
from Thursday evening through
Friday afternoon.

Both the House and Senate
recessed just after 8:30 p.m. on
Thursday and returned at 8:30
a.m. to prevent dozens of bills
from dying before being acted
on by a session deadline.

The long recess also allowed
budget negotiations to resume
on Thursday night, as the con-

ference committee of delegates
and senators struggled to pro-
duce a budget agreement in
time for the assembly to ad-
journ as scheduled on Satur-
day. That appears increasingly
unlikely, unless an agreement
is reached and two-thirds of
the members in both chambers
agree to waive a rule requiring
48 hours to review the proposed
budget for the current fiscal
year and two years beginning
on July 1.

Howell responded on Friday,
“I have not received or seen any
letter from Chairman Torian.”

“Last night the Senate con-
ferees personally handed him
and House conferees a serious
proposal to resolve outstanding
issues in higher education,” she

See SCHOOLS, Page A8

ONLINE

» Click on this
story at Daily
Progress.
com to
read the
after-school
presentation
in full.

Council doesn’t support tax rate increase
Wants to find places
to cut budget to give
more funds to schools
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At Thursday’s budget work session, the Charlottesville
City Council asked staff to try to find $1 million in cuts in
City Manager Tarron Richardson’s (above) proposed bud-
get that could be reallocated to the school division. See BUDGET, Page A8
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Sunday.
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MORE

» House of Delegates backs consti-
tutional amendment to reform the
state’s redistricting process. A3
» Lawmakers give final passage to
an energy bill that would overhaul
how the state’s utilities generate
electricity. A3

Budget impasse could lead toovertime forAssembly

See ASSEMBLY, Page A7

Area preps for potential arrival of coronavirus
Hospitals, schools, governments ramp up efforts MORE

» Fear of spreading coronavirus in U.S. leads to stockpiling of supplies. A4
» The Church of the Nativity closes indefinitely due to virus concerns. A6
» 21 people aboard a cruise ship off the California coast test positive. A7
» Virginia-Louisville men’s basketball game will be played as scheduled. B3

See VIRUS, Page A7

Set your clocks
ahead one hour

before bed
tonight.


