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RICHMOND — Get ready for a
tropical soaking throughout Vir-
ginia on Tuesday.

As Hurricane Isaias whirled into
range of Miami’s weather radar on
Saturday, it had the ragged look of
a storm that was struggling against
the dry winds that surrounded it.
By 5 p.m., it was back down to a
tropical storm with 70 mph sus-
tained winds.

But that weakening wind trend
near Florida actually plays into a
wetter outlook for Central Virgin-

ia, once the storm
curves northeast on
Monday night and
Tuesday.

Three trends are
coming into view:

» A now-weaker
Isaias is more likely
to favor the western
side of the forecast

paths we’ve seen recently. The
center is most likely to remain in-
land as it parallels the coastline of
North Carolina and Virginia, rather
than going right over the beaches
or staying offshore. A more power-
ful hurricane might have trended
farther east.

» The storm’s center will take
longer to reach our region than it
first appeared, likely crossing east-
ern Virginia on Tuesday morning
and afternoon. But the moist air
surging northward ahead of it will
meet an approaching front and
wring out precursor rains as early
as Monday.

» The combination of those
trends means a wetter outlook for
much of the state and a risk of flash
flooding. Many areas will see a few
inches of rain during a six- to 12-
hour window, and some could see
several inches.

The track
There isn’t a great deal of east-

west wiggle room in Isaias’ future
path now. After hugging the Flor-
ida coast on Sunday, it will accel-
erate northeastward between the
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After the Charlottesville
School Board unanimously
voted to start the academic
year virtually, the focus
shifted to how to support
families.

“I know there are people
who will need additional
support, and I want to

make sure that we’re doing
what we can to help them,”
board member LaShundra
Bryson Morsberger said.

Schools Superintendent
Rosa Atkins said Thursday
that the division has iden-
tified about 200 families
who would need child care
during the day and that
staff members are working
with community partners
on how to respond to that

need and others. The di-
vision also is considering
training for area nonprofits
to enable them to help stu-
dents with online learning.

“I think in order for this
to be successful, none of
us feel as if our classroom
teachers in our schools
will be able to do it alone,”
she said. “We will need our
partners and we will need
to work together.”

Atkins added that the di-
vision also needs to hear
from families about what
they need for virtual learn-

ing and encouraged them
to talk to their teachers and
schools.

Charlottesville schools
will have all online classes
for the first nine weeks. The
school year starts Sept. 8.
Division staff will present
more information on Aug.
6 about plans for child care
and to support students
in special education and
those learning English.

Jessica Taylor, presi-
dent of the Charlottesville

Schools, nonprofits eye ways to support families
With all-virtual start, many students
will need technical help, supervision
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The Brooks Family
YMCA in Charlottesville
will offer a virtual learn-
ing center for children to
safely participate in their
online classes.

According to a news
release from the YMCA,
the Virtual Learning

Enrichment Center will
offer students a place to
participate in their on-
line classes while their
parents or guardians
work. The center will
comply with local safety
ordinances and social
distancing guidelines.

Local YMCA to provide in-person
learning center for pupils in K-5
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There are those who say Louisa Coun-
ty is God’s Country, and for those in
need, it may just be true.

A Lake Anna couple has opened a
transitional housing facility for individ-
uals and families needing a temporary
home, time to rebuild their lives and
help to pull it all back together and be
self-sufficient.

Finished in 2019 but delayed by the
COVID-19 pandemic, The Journey
Home in Mineral recently opened its
doors to two families who will have an
18-month stay and support that will
continue once they’ve moved on.

And God had a lot to do with it.
“I was sitting in church, preparing my

heart for communion, and God spoke
to me,” said Debby Read, who with her
husband, Ed, developed, designed and
organized The Journey Home. “Now it
wasn’t an audible voice or anything like
that, but it was a feeling in my heart. He
was calling me to work with people who
needed help. I didn’t know exactly how,
but He was calling me.”

For some people, hearing that God
had told their spouse to go help people
who need a boost would be a bit un-
usual. Not for the Reads. They moved to

Virginia to answer God’s call to minister
to medical personnel after Ed’s career
as an emergency room physician and
Debby’s career as a nurse.

For years they ministered to young
medical professionals, holding pre-
marriage retreats and other events at
their Lake Anna home and helping oth-
ers deal with the stresses that the busi-
ness of medicine can induce.

“That was six years ago in September.
When I told my husband about what I
felt and what I thought God was saying
to me, he said, ‘I’m not surprised.’ I said,
‘I am!’ I really didn’t expect it,” Read
said.

God may work in mysterious ways,
but for things to be done right, they

Answering God’s call to help
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Debby Read, with husband Ed, recently opened The Journey Home, a transitional housing site in Mineral that offers residents assistance
with getting their lives back in order. Find more photos at DailyProgress.com.
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Among others in the community offering support, Charlottesville-based Altenergy Inc. part-
nered with The Journey Home to install a solar energy system at the site.

Couple opens home in Mineral for those in need
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