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Goodlatte visits Labor
Day parade for last
time as congressman

BY BOB STUART
bstuart@newsvirginian.com | (540) 932-3562

BUENA VISTA — When retiring 6th District
Rep. Bob Goodlatte first visited the Buena Vista
Labor Day Parade, it was 41 years ago as an aide
to then 6th District Rep. Caldwell Butler.

On Monday, the 13-term Republican incum-
bent walked the parade route from downtown
to Glen Maury Park just a few months before he
is set to leave office.

“I might just wake up on Labor Day next year
and come,” said Goodlatte, who has been a fix-
ture at the event for four decades.

He said he has made no plans for work be-
yond his final term in Congress. But he is enthu-
siastic about Republican candidate Ben Cline’s
chances of succeeding him. And Goodlatte be-
lieves Republicans can retain control of the U.S.
House in November.

“I like our chances better and better,” he said.
Goodlatte said President Trump also has a ro-
bust U.S. economy to use on the campaign trail
to help Republican candidates.

“He’s got a great story to tell. The economy
is booming,” he said. Of tariffs against China,
Goodlatte remains confident the Chinese will
continue to use Virginia agricultural products.
“I believe the Chinese will take all the soybeans

BY RUTH SERVEN SMITH
The Daily Progress

Every day when Fiza Youi-
vis hears Lisa Black knock
on the door, she shouts,
“I’m ready for school!”

On Thursday, Black en-
tered Fiza’s hospital room
at the University of Virginia
Children’s Hospital with a
stack of books, worksheets
and a fat yellow pencil. She
pushed aside a pink, fluffy
teddy bear and began guid-
ing Fiza through writing
letters and numbers.

“I know how to do it!” Fiza
said, dragging the pencil to
form a number seven.

Fiza, 5, loves the color
pink, the Disney movie
“Frozen” and going to the
library. She hasn’t been able
to go to the library, though,
or start her kindergarten
year in Fairfax, because she
is waiting for a heart trans-
plant at the hospital.

At the Children’s Hospi-
tal, though, she can par-
ticipate in a special type of
school: the Hospital Educa-
tion Program, a partnership
between the hospital, Char-
lottesville City Schools and
the Virginia Department of
Education. The three chil-
dren’s teaching hospitals
in the state — UVa, Eastern

Virginia Medical School
and Virginia Common-
wealth University’s Medi-
cal Center — have all been
required to run similar pro-
grams for decades.

The Children’s Hospital
school is available for any
child who is admitted for
treatment. Teachers lead
classes, give one-on-one
lessons, offer art therapy
and make sure the stu-
dents are ready to continue
school at grade level when
they return home.

“I’m so happy she’s get-
ting an education while
she’s getting treatment,”
said Fiza’s mother, Sumera
Iqbal. “I didn’t know this
was an option until we
came here; I hope more
parents can know this ex-
ists.”

Black has taught at the
hospital school for 17 years,
working mostly with pre-K
and kindergarten students.
Lessons range from num-
bers, letters and colors to
making “mermaid slime”
with glitter glue and con-
tact lens solution. If chil-
dren are able, she teaches
them in groups, so they can
work on social skills.

Two students were diag-
nosed as having cancer and
entered treatment at the
hospital around the same
time, said Deborah John-
son. They often went to
class together and buddied
up to work on assignments.

“They just felt comfort-

able together,” Johnson
said. “They understood
what each other was going
through.”

School also helps give
children a sense of normal-
cy, the teachers said.

“Kids know school,” John-
son said. “They’re tired of
doctors, and they know
teachers, so despite the
eye-rolls when we say we’re
here to do school, they’re
usually happy to see us.”

“We’re normal for them,”
agreed Mae Remer, who
mainly works with high
school students. “For a lot
of kids, it’s the most normal
part of their day.”

The teachers are also re-
sponsible for preparing stu-
dents for standard end-of-
year tests. Remer brushed
up on her chemistry to help
a high-schooler pass his
Standards of Learning test.
She’s also coached students
on their college applica-
tions and interviews.

“We treat every kid with
the assumption that they’re
going to get better, and so

we have to prepare them
to go back and be ready for
whatever’s next,” Remer
said.

The school is led by Eric
Johnson, who recently be-
gan as principal after serv-
ing in that role at Buford
Middle School in Charlot-
tesville for 11 years.

“It’s just inspiring to see
these young folks be so
resilient and so hopeful,”
Johnson said. He said he
gets to be more hands-on
in this position.

Fiza could be in the hos-
pital for weeks or months
while she waits for a new
heart, and then will have to
stay home for three more
months while she recov-
ers. Until then, Black said,
she’ll focus on keeping Fiza
cheerful and making sure
she knows how to write her
name.

“Do you remember how
to start?” Black asked.

Fiza began curving her
pencil, then stopped and
began again.

“First ‘F,’ silly me!”

School program
helps patients
maintain normalcy
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Teacher Lisa Black works with Fiza Youivis, 5, at the University
of Virginia Children’s Hospital.

Not too sick to study

BUENA VISTA

Labor day parade draws local, statewide GOP, Dems with very different narratives
BY BOB STUART

bstuart@newsvirginian.com | (540) 932-3562

BUENA VISTA — Two competing
political narratives were on display
at Monday’s annual Buena Vista
Labor Day Parade.

On the Republican side, the
message was one of a vibrant U.S.
economy under President Trump,
complete with a recent tax break,
low unemployment and the prom-
ise of continued prosperity. There
also was a pledge from 6th District
Republican congressional candi-
date Ben Cline to help Trump build
a U.S. border wall and reduce the
size of the federal government.

Democratic candidates and of-
ficer holders, on the other hand,

spoke of addressing core needs
by the millions of low and middle
income citizens left behind by the
economic recovery. Sixth District
Democratic congressional can-

didate Jennifer Lewis of Waynes-
boro spoke of the insecurity many
feel about health care coverage.

A tale of two parades
PHOTOS BY MICHELLE L. MITCHELL/FOR THE NEWS VIRGINIAN

ABOVE: Sen. Tim Kaine and Jennifer Lewis, the Democratic nominee for the 6th Congressional District race, react to
the crowd’s cheers during the Buena Vista Labor Day parade in Buena Vista on Monday. BELOW: Republican nominee
for Senate Corey Stewart waves to the crowd during the parade.

Tropical Storm to hit Gulf Coast

Valley expected
to dodge Gordon

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

While Tropical Storm
Gordon is expected to
strengthen to near-hur-
ricane force by the time
it hits the central U.S.
Gulf Coast late Tues-
day or early Wednes-
day, current forecast
models have its rem-
nants staying far west
of Waynesboro and the
rest of the Shenandoah
Valley.

Tropical storms that
hit the Gulf Coast often
track north, bringing
with it high winds and
rain to the western Car-
olinas, eastern Tennes-
see and western Virgin-
ia. Some of the state’s
worst storms, in fact,
have been remnants of

hurricanes of tropical
storms that made their
way up from the Gulf
Coast.

Gordon, however, is
expected to track well
to the west, coming
ashore with potentially
life-threatening storm
surges somewhere
along the Mississippi or
Louisiana coasts Tues-
day night before losing
steam as it heads north
towards Arkansas, Tex-
as and Oklahoma.

Forecasters warn,
however, that the storm
track could change in
the next day or two
but that it still remains
highly unlikely to affect
our area.
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Bob Goodlatte pauses to shake hands during the
Buena Vista Labor Day parade on Monday.
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