
Prep football: A roundup of games, including Lee-Turner Ashby and Fort-Gap B1

O N T O P O F T H E V A L L E Y

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2018

Waynesboro, Virginia | NewsVirginian.com $1
High: 79° Low: 59° Forecast: A2WEATHER

THE NEWS VIRGINIAN

» Kaine, Stewart face off at
Virginia Tech forum. A3

INSIDE THE NEWS

CLASSIFIEDS B6
COMICS B5
EDITORIAL A7
LOTTERY A6
SPORTS B1
SCOREBOARD B2
TELEVISION B4

BY BOB STUART
bstuart@newsvirginian.com

(540) 932-3562

WEYERS CAVE — State
transportation officials
say that improving condi-
tions on Interstate 81 in
just the Staunton District
would mean more than
$1 billion in costs to fund
capital improvements.

But Nick Donohue, Vir-
ginia’s deputy secretary
of transportation, said in

a meeting Thursday night
that prioritizing the list
of improvements along
Virginia’s 325-mile stretch
of I-81 — almost half of
which is located within
the Staunton District — is
a must before presenting
it to the Commonwealth
Transportation Board later
this year. The board ranks
projects in order of impor-
tance, so the timeline for
any one project depends
largely on how the board
prioritizes it.

Donohue said there are
numerous ways to raise
the needed revenue, such
as the tolling of trucks, or
state gas and sales tax in-

creases that would be di-
rected specifically to I-81.

Despite the increase in
the number of vehicles
on I-81 over the years, the
delays and congestion
problems plaguing the
interstate are caused by
incidents — crashes, dis-
abled vehicles, police op-
erations and repairs — not
by the volume of traffic,
according to Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion officials who spoke at
the meeting at Blue Ridge
Community College. And
they said a variety of solu-
tions would be needed to
improve travel conditions
on the interstate.

Operational improve-
ments could include traffic
safety upgrades on detour
routes and use of a safety
service patrol to help with
traffic flow.

VDOT’s project man-
ager for the interstate, Ben
Mannell, also outlined op-
erational improvements
that could speed up move-
ment when accidents oc-
cur, including greater use
of cameras to identify
crash locations.

“The cameras will help
us find accidents quickly,”
Mannell said.

Thursday’s meeting was

I-81 fix for region could cost $1B
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While traffic was relatively light when this photo of Interstate
81 near Verona was taken earlier this year, the volume of traffic
— particularly involving tractor trailers — has increased over
the years. Nonetheless, officials say incidents such as crash-
es and police activity — not volume — are the most common
cause of traffic backups on the interstate.

Official says that
options include
tolls and tax hikes
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VERONA — In an age of
budget deficits and budget
overruns, Augusta County
got some good news on
Wednesday.

It’s in the money — in a
big way.

Supervisors were told
Wednesday the county
would realize a $3.5 mil-
lion surplus from the 2017-
18 budget — the county’s
largest surplus in more
than a decade.

The surplus can be at-
tributed to a variety of rea-
sons, according to deputy
Augusta County Admin-
istrator Jennifer Whetzel.
She cited improvements
in real estate payments,
as well as a growth in sales
and business license tax
revenue. Whetzel said

See I-81, Page A4

See SURPLUS, Page A4

GRIDIRON ACTION HEATS UP

Giants, Cougars
throw down

Waynesboro headed down to Stuarts
Draft as the 2018 football season got

started. The Cougars came away with a
27-23 victory over the visitors. ABOVE:
Draft fans cheer on their team. RIGHT:

Draft’s Dustyn Fitzgerald catches a
pass and runs in for a touchdown. FAR

RIGHT: Waynesboro’s Dayvon Young
(left) breaks a tackle.
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