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WAYNESBORO — Area school
districts and those across Virgin-
ia reported 2017-18 Standards of
Learning test results on Wednes-
day, but with the understanding
that individual school accredita-
tion in Virginia now includes a
more comprehensive group of
measurements.

State accreditation ratings
released in September will in-
clude such factors for elemen-
tary and middle school students
as growth in subject areas and
absenteeism. At the high school
level, graduation rates, dropout
rates and absenteeism are now
a part of a school’s accredita-
tion ranking. At all three grade
levels, schools will be evaluated
on closing achievement gaps in

English and math.
Stephanie Haskins, the execu-

tive director of instruction for
the Staunton Schools, said the
examination of student growth
on subjects is important.

“Growth matters. You are look-
ing at where students are and
taking it to the next level,” she
said.

James Lane, Virginia’s super-
intendent of public instruction,

said in the Wednesday release
on SOL scores that “an emphasis
on overall pass rates can obscure
the needs of groups of students
who require additional support,
both inside the classroom and in
the community.”

The Virginia Department of
Education reported only minor
changes in SOL pass rates state-
wide in 2017-18 from the year
before. Changes of 1 or 2 percent

were made in the subjects of
writing, math, science, and his-
tory and social studies.

In Waynesboro, the school dis-
trict reported increased science
pass rates for Wenonah Elemen-
tary School, and increased read-
ing scores at Kate Collins Middle
School. India Harris, the coor-
dinator of secondary education
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SOL pass rates now only a part of accreditation
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award grants
next month
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WAYNESBORO — Startup local
businesses will have the chance to
earn grant money on Sept. 6, when
the city of Waynesboro holds pitch
night for its Grow Waynesboro
program.

Five finalists will compete for
$20,000 in grant money at 6 p.m.
at the Shenandoah Valley Art Cen-
ter’s 416 Gallery at 416 W. Main
St. The finalists will present their
concepts to both the public and
judges. Grant winners will be an-
nounced that night after pitches
are made. The event is free and
open to the public.

Courtney Cranor, Waynesboro’s
assistant director for economic
development and tourism, said
this year marks the third year of
the program. Since the program
started, Grow Waynesboro has
provided $72,000 in small business
grants that has leveraged $90,000
in private investment to create 16
new jobs.

She said that this year the pro-
gram has private financial spon-
sorship from Lumos, Union Bank
& Trust and Shentel.

Cranor and other experts say it is
vital to attract small businesses to
a local economy.

“Attracting and supporting small
businesses is very important,”
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WAYNESBORO — A marathon held Saturday evening gave
runners an opportunity to celebrate the decade of the 1980s.
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