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LYNDHURST — Smiles were
on their faces while their tails
wagged and their tongues
bobbed in time with their
breath.

A few lucky pups were adopt-
ed Saturday during the “Clear
Out the Shelters 2018” event at
Shenandoah Valley Animal Ser-
vices Center in Lyndhurst.

“I really didn’t think it was
going to be as busy as it was,”
SVASC cat care manager Trac-
ey Meadows said of Saturday’s
event, citing the rainy weather.

According to SVASC Director
Beth Robertson, the shelter at
capacity Saturday morning.

But four dogs were adopted
Saturday, and six went to foster
homes, Meadows said. Two cats
also were adopted and three
went to foster homes.

A common adoption from
the shelter is when families or
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GROTTOES — Sunday
morning at First Bap-
tist Church started out a
little differently this week
when the praise/worship
team realized its instru-
ments and sound system
had been stolen from the

church Saturday night.
Pastor Mark Wingfield

said the theft was discov-
ered at about 7 a.m. Sun-
day. He called the Grot-
toes Police Department to
report the theft of guitars,
microphones, an ampli-
fier, speakers and a sound
board with an estimated
value of $4,200.

“When I started our [8:30

a.m.] worship service, I
was a little rattled,” Wing-
field said. “But it didn’t
take long for God’s peace
to settle in.”

The praise/worship
team had only the church’s
old piano to play music on
and sing along with that
morning.

Wingfield said he has
a lead on who stole the

equipment — someone
the church was attempting
to help and they took ad-
vantage of the situation.

“But, we’re really OK
with that,” Pastor Mark
Wingfield said. “We’re not
bitter.”

Wingfield said he hopes
God will help the heart of

Clear Out the Shelters
sees adoptions, fosters
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First Baptist Church in Grottoes had a message Monday on its
sign that alludes to Saturday’s theft of musical equipment.
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Gov. Ralph Northam (left) speaks with House of Delegates
Speaker Kirk Cox.
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Sheriff: Man
held son at
gunpoint
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WAYNESBORO — A Mount So-
lon man was arrested Sunday on
charges he held his son against
his will at gunpoint earlier in the
day at the suspect’s home.

Jerry Wayne Collins, 52, of
Mount Solon, was arrested with-
out incident and booked into
Middle River Regional Jail on four
charges. The charges include
domestic assault, brandishing a
firearm, use of a firearm in the
commission of a felony and ab-
duction with a firearm, accord-
ing to Augusta County Sheriff
Donald Smith. The assault and
brandishing charges are misde-
meanor charges, while the ab-
duction and use of a firearm are
felony counts.

Collins is ac-
cused of holding
his 19-year-old
son at gunpoint
with a 9-millimeter
handgun for about
an hour Sunday
morning at Collins’
home. The 19-year-
old, who was not immediately
identified, was eventually able
to break free from his father and
went to work, where he contact-
ed the sheriff’s office, according
to Smith.

Deputies responding to the
son’s call went to Hearthstone
Lane in Mount Solon Sunday af-
ternoon. After arriving, Collins
surrendered and was taken into
custody without incident, Smith
said. Police also seized the 9-mil-
limeter handgun.

“It was a verbal domestic situ-
ation that escalated,” the sheriff
said.

The nature of the dispute could
not be independently verified,
and it’s not clear if anyone else
was in the home at the time of
the incident.

As of Monday afternoon, Col-
lins was still being held at Mid-
dle River Regional Jail. It’s not
known if bond has been set in
the case or if it has, when Collins
will be freed, if he hasn’t already.

Who’s a lucky dog?
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Gov. Ralph Northam has called
the General Assembly back to
Richmond for an Aug. 30 special
session to redraw House of Del-
egates districts to comply with a
federal court order on racial ger-
rymandering.

Northam signed a proclama-
tion Monday to call the special
session, setting his own time-
table as Republican leaders pre-
pare their response to the court
order.

“It is in the public interest for
the General Assembly to final-
ize constitutional maps as soon

as possible — Virginians deserve
that clarity,” Northam said in
a news release. “I am calling a
special session so we can focus
our collective attention on doing
what’s right: working together to
draw lines that represent Virgin-
ians fairly.”

The redrawn map would take
effect in 2019, when all House
and Senate seats are up for elec-
tion.

In its June ruling, the federal
judicial panel gave GOP House
leaders until Oct. 30 to redraw
the legislative map to correct 11
House districts.The judges found
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ABOVE: SVASC volunteer Jean Fraser gives Matt Hamilton a gift bag of goodies for his new dog on Saturday during the Clear Out the
Shelters event. BELOW: Shawn (left), and Matt Hamilton prepare to take Emma home after adopting her at Shenandoah Valley Animal
Services Center on Saturday. Collins
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