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The Augusta County
Sheriff’s Office is investi-
gating a fourth report of
a police impersonator.

The most recent sight-
ing is from a 60-year-old
Augusta County man.

He said on Sunday, at
about 6:30 p.m., he was
in the area of the Grand
Caverns in Grottoes near
Route 340. A dark blue
car rode up on his bum-
per and initiated red and
blue lights coming from
its “grill area.”

When the man pulled
into a gas station, the
car quickly kept going by
him and turned on Wey-
ers Cave Road. The man
said the car could pos-
sibly be a two door Hon-
da Accord. The driver
looked to be a white man

in his 20s.
The man wasn’t suspi-

cious of the event until
hearing about reports of
a police impersonator.

Two similar incidents
occurred on Eastside
Highway recently. A third
incident happened in

near Staunton on Spring
Hill Road.

In an earlier News Vir-
ginian story, Maj. Brian
Jenkins of the Augusta
County Sheriff’s Office
said the events are simi-
lar, but could not yet say
they’re connected.

“If you see an un-
marked car and are un-
certain call 911 and they
can see if there is a le-
gitimate traffic spot and
[dispatch] can keep the
caller online to vector of-
ficers to the scene,” Jen-
kins said.

Deputies investigating 4th report of possible police impersonator

BY MICHAEL MARTZ
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Virginia’s top mental
health official was involved
in a three-car wreck in Au-
gusta County on Wednesday
that killed an 18-year-old
Staunton woman when his
car hit hers head-on while he
was in the left lane of a two-
lane road, according to state
police.

Dr. S. Hughes Melton, 52,
the commissioner of the
state Department of Behav-
ioral Health
and Develop-
mental Ser-
vices, suffered
serious, po-
tentially life-
t h r e a t e n i n g
injuries in the
crash. He was
driving a 2018 Hyundai Tus-
con that bumped a car in
front of him on state Route
254 and then crossed into the
oncoming lane, where state
police Sgt. C.J. Aikens police
said Melton crashed into a
2003 Toyota Solara driven by
Hailey Green, 18, of Staunton.

Green was pronounced
dead at the scene, and
Melton was transported to
the University of Virginia
Medical Center, which said
he was in critical condition
on Thursday afternoon.

The incident began when
Melton’s vehicle bumped a
2018 Subaru Crosstrek that
he had been following closely
in the eastbound lane of the
road near Hermitage. The
driver of the Subaru, Jean
Scheeren, 55, of Waynesboro,
was not injured, and her car
sustained minor damage, Ai-
kens said.

Staunton
teen killed
in Route
254 crash
Virginia behavioral
health commissioner
in critical condition

Melton

BY BILL MEADE
For The News Virginian

With just a handful of upperclassmen, the Waynesboro High
School football team is undergoing a youth movement as the
opening day of full practice began Thursday.

With a beginning number of 28-30 players on site on day one,
veteran WHS head coach Shawn Moran will be forced to put his

TEAM
EFFORT
Little Giants open practice
with 4 head coaches on staff
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Players stretch at Waynesboro High School during the first football
practice of the year on Thursday.See GIANTS, Page A7

See CRASH, Page A2
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VERONA — After it was
over, Aaron Tammi said
he wasn’t surprised by the
Board of Zoning Appeals’
unanimous vote that the
county was correct in giv-
ing Flow Alkaline Spring
Water the OK to begin tak-
ing water from Seawright
Springs.

That doesn’t mean he
was happy with the deci-
sion or in the process that
preceded Wednesday af-
ternoon’s vote.

“I had a feeling their
hands were tied,” Tammi
said outside the board
room of the Augusta Coun-
ty Government Center.

“The county has still not
worked for the residents.
... The burden continues to
be put on the residents.”

The board, which mo-
ments earlier echoed his
sentiments, voted 4-0 in
support of Zoning Admin-
istrator Sandy Bunch’s de-
cision in December that
Flow, an Ontario, Canada-
based company, could
begin operations at the

spring without need of a
special-use permit.

Before and after mak-
ing their decision, though,
board members expressed
their disappointment in
how the project was kept
under wraps as the state
was in talks with Flow to
bring it to Virginia. As part
of that confidential pro-
cess, county officials say
if anyone other than the

governor disclosed any in-
formation about the pro-
posal, state funds to make
the project possible would
have been lost.

But, that in turn meant
neighboring property own-
ers’ concerns could not be
addressed until after the
project was ready to start.

“We are all disappointed
with a lack of transparency
on the part of the state and
county government, espe-
cially state government,”
said BZA member Steven
Shreckhise.

Shreckhise and other
members of the board,
however, said after listen-
ing to the advice of legal
counsel, there appeared
to be little they could do
but vote to uphold Bunch’s

decision to allow the wa-
ter project without further
need of a new special-use
permit.

Bunch’s decision essen-
tially had been kept out of
the public’s view until af-
ter the company, with the
state and county’s help,
secured the property and
began setting up business.

Tammi, who helps man-
age his father Leo’s 120-
acre Shamoka Run Sheep
Farm on Burke’s Mill Road,
was one of the first neigh-
bors of the Seawright
Springs property to ap-
proach the county in April
about what was then just
a rumor of a water pack-
aging proposal. In the fol-

BZA rules in favor of Flowwater operation

See FLOW, Page A7

Steven Shreckhise

Board of Zoning Appeals member

“We are all disappointed with a lack
of transparency on the part of the
state and county government,
especially state government.”


