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BY RUTH SERVEN SMITH
rserven@dailyprogress.com | (434) 978-7254

A University of Virginia re-
search team is tackling one of 
the most consistent and puz-
zling findings about autism 
spectrum disorder: Why are four 
times more boys diagnosed as 

having autism than girls?
“Is it that girls with autism ex-

press it differently and are there-
fore missed by diagnosis, or are 
there protective factors in their 
development that help them 
avoid developing autism?” said 
Kevin Pelphrey, a member of 
UVa’s Brain Institute with joint 

appointments in the School of 
Medicine and the Curry School 
of Education & Human Develop-
ment.

Pelphrey, a neuroscientist, is in 
the midst of an ambitious project 
to meld data from brain scans of 

BY TYLER HAMMEL
thammel@dailyprogress.com | (434) 978-7268

A second lawsuit filed by a Virginia in-
mate alleging officials censored his writ-
ing, violating his First and 14th Amend-
ment rights, might not be allowed to 
continue.

Uhuru Rowe, 43, a self-described po-
litically conscious prisoner, filed a law-
suit in June in federal court, alleging that 
a letter he attempted to send was inter-
cepted and censored by prison officials 
in May 2018.

The lawsuit, in which Rowe is repre-
senting himself, claims that after prison 
officials read Rowe’s letter, he was sub-
jected to retaliatory actions. It names 
10 prison officials of various responsi-
bilities within the Sussex II prison and 
seeks a combined $25,000 in compensa-
tory and punitive damages.

The lawsuit bears many similarities to 
another suit Rowe is involved in, which 
initially was filed on his behalf last No-
vember by Charlottesville attorney Jeff 
Fogel. In that lawsuit, Rowe also alleges 
his First and 14th Amendment rights 
were violated when prison officials cen-
sored two essays that were critical of 
conditions in Sussex II.

Due to the “substantial’ similari-
ties between the two cases, earlier this 
month Senior U.S. District Judge Robert 
E. Payne ordered Rowe to show good 
cause for why the second lawsuit should 
proceed.

“Rowe has now had an opportunity to 
amend his complaint in the 2018 case to 
incorporate all claims and defendants,” 
Payne wrote.

In his latest complaint, Rowe argues 
that the events from which the second 
suit stem occurred before the events of 
the first lawsuit. However, Rowe argues 
that the letter, like the two essays, was 
censored because of its critical nature.

“The position paper [letter], dated 
May 8, 2018, presented a point by point 

BY NOLAN STOUT
nstout@dailyprogress.com 

(434) 978-7274

Charlottesville police are, 
on average, stopping and ar-
resting one-third fewer people 
through what it calls “investi-

gative detentions” than was 
the case a year ago.

However, black people are 
still far more likely to encoun-
ter an officer than are white 
people in the city based on 
their percentage of the popu-
lation.

Charlottesville Police De-
partment data for May 
through July on investigative 
detentions, commonly called 
“stop-and-frisks,” shows an 
increase in stops over the first 
quarter of the year.

However, looking at the 

numbers overall, the monthly 
average of stops and arrests 
have dropped nearly 40% 
since they were first reported 
in September.

Since September, 592 people 
have been stopped in 465 en-
counters with police. More 
than half of those people, 53%, 

Let’s go 
fly a kite

Peter Traub uses both 
hands to maneuver a 
stunt kite at Darden 

Towe Park in Albemarle 
County on Sunday after-

noon.

After days of high heat 
and humidity, the weath-

er in Central Virginia 
turned cooler Friday, 

with  below-normal highs 
in the 70s projected to 

continue Monday and 
Tuesday. Find the five-

day forecast on Page A2.
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Police stops, arrests down since September
Figures decline by one-third since the data began being reported

CHARLOTTESVILLE

See POLICE, Page A7

Future of 2nd 
censorship 
lawsuit from 
inmate unclear 
Fogel client representing 
himself in a similar case

See LAWSUIT, Page A8

BY ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
The (Fredericksburg) Free Lance-Star

FREDERICKSBURG — Cortnee 
Smith’s monthly salary as a part-
time event associate at a Freder-
icksburg wedding venue is $1,200.

The cost of full-time, home-

based child care for the Stafford 
County resident’s three children 
— ages 7, 3 and 2 — is $1,550.

After the death of her husband 
in a car accident two years ago, 
Smith, 28, moved back in with her 
parents because, “without my par-
ents, I can’t afford to put our own 
roof over our heads.”

Smith said she is looking for a 
full-time job, but added, “If it wasn’t 

Cost of child care is a 
growing burden in Va.
Expense climbs at 7 
times the rate of wage 
increases for women
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Cortnee Smith, with her daughters, Aubree (left), 3, and Ari-
anna, 2, moved back in with her parents in Stafford County 
after her husband died in a car wreck and her salary couldn’t 
support the daycare expenses for her three children. Her 
son, Brady, 7, is in elementary school. See CARE, Page A3

UVa eyes autism diagnosis in boys vs. girls
Detection techniques often based on stereotypically male behavior Kevin Pelphrey is a 

member of the Univer-
sity of Virginia’s Brain 
Institute with joint 
appointments in the 
School of Medicine 
and the Curry School 
of Education & Human 
Development.
COURTESY THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

See AUTISM, Page A7


