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ARHS to expand vaccine clinics to essential workers
Group includes teachers, child
care, public safety workers
From staff reports

Albemarle
Regional
Health Services will expand first-dose vaccine
clinics this week to include
frontline essential workers,
focusing on teachers and
childcare providers, the
agency said Monday.
ARHS said late last week
that owing to weather delays, it had not received

shipments of the COVID-19
vaccine for this week. As a
result, it was not announcing first- or second-dose
clinics. It said it would announce those clinics, however, once it received notification vaccine doses for this
week had been shipped.
ARHS received that notification on Monday. As a result, a makeup clinic for residents needing their second
dose of the Pfizer vaccine
will be held Tuesday from
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Elizabeth City Aviation Com-

merce Park at 1049 Consolidated Road, Elizabeth City.
ARHS said the clinic is
only for residents who received their first Pfizer dose
of the vaccine on either
Jan. 6 or Jan. 7. Residents
were urged to bring their
vaccine card with them. If
you received your first dose
through another provider
such as Walgreens, you will
need to return to that provider for your second dose,
the agency said.
ARHS also plans to host a
first dose clinic on Wednes-

day at Perquimans Recreation Center at 310 S. Granby St., Hertford. Hours will
be from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
or until supplies of the vaccine are gone.
ARHS will also administer first and second doses of
the Moderna vaccine at the
American Legion at 1317
W. Queen St., Edenton on
Wednesday. Hours will be
from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
and again from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. ARHS said 200 first
doses of the vaccine will be
available at the clinic; sec-

ond doses will be available
to those who received their
first doses on or before Jan.
27.
Second-dose clinics will
also be held Wednesday
from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at
Bertie County High School
at 715 U.S. Highway 13
North Windsor; Camden
Intermediate School, 123
Noblitt Road, Camden; and
the Elizabeth City Aviation
Commerce Park. A second
dose clinic will also be held
at the Whalehead Club in

CRAMPED QUARTERS

Corolla that day.
Six first-dose clinics will
be held on Thursday, ARHS
said. Clinics will be at Bertie High School; the Camden County Library at 104
Investors Way, Camden;
Maple Park at 208 Airport
Road, Maple; the Gates
County Health Department
at 29 Medical Center Road,
Gates; the Ahoskie Creek
Amphitheater at 125 Edgewood Drive, Ahoskie; and
the Elizabeth City Aviation

See VACCINE, A5

Gardner,
former
EC mayor,
dead at 93

Study for
new fire
station
sought

Gardner, who served as mayor
from 1993-99, died Sunday

Carver: Station II never
intended as permanent facility

BY JULIAN EURE
AND REGGIE PONDER

BY PAUL NIELSEN

our current needs,” Carver
said.
Carver also told council that the roof at the fire
department’s
Halstead
Station also needs to be replaced. He said the estimated cost of that is $160,000.
“Some maintenance issues have been long overdue,” Carver said. “If we

Former Elizabeth City
Mayor Rick Gardner is being remembered as a builder, community leader, sailor and beloved friend.
Gardner, the city’s threeterm mayor from 1993 to
1999, died
at
home
Sunday
surrounded by family members. He
was 93.
“ I t ’ s
been
a
GARDNER
hard couple of days,” said Pauline
Berard, who along with
her husband were longtime
friends of Gardner and his
wife, Lydia. “He was a great
man who did so much in
this area.”
The Berards live in the
Machelhe Cove condominiums off the Camden Causeway, just one of the many
projects Gardner’s construction company, Rick
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Elizabeth City Fire Chief
Chris Carver is asking City
Council to appropriate
money to find a location
for a new fire station that
he says will cost between
$4 million and $5 million.
Carver asked councilors
last week at their annual
planning retreat to include
$15,000 in next year’s city
budget for a property acquisition study. Carver said
the study is needed to find
a new location for a facility
that would replace Station
II on Harney Street.
“We need to start thinking about this now,” Carver said. “It will be a major
capital project for the city.”
Carver also told council
the fire department needs
to replace its Engine 2 ladder truck. He asked the
$900,000 needed for the
new fire engine be included in the city’s 2021-22 budget. Carver is also asking
for two additional firefight-
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The bay of Elizabeth City Fire Department Station 2 is seen Monday packed with fire station vehicles, the fire
department’s water rescue boat, firefighting gear and even the station’s collection of exercise gear. City Fire
Chief Chris Carver asked City Council last week to appropriate money to find a location for a new fire station,
noting the cramped conditions. He said the new fire station would cost between $4 million and $5 million.

ing positions that would
cost around $86,000.
Station II was built in
1997 as a temporary station after a former station
on Elizabeth Street was
condemned. Station II
houses a fire engine, a reserve engine, a tanker, a
fire boat and a support vehicle. It was built to house
four firefighters but currently there are nine at the

station.
Carver said the station
lacks needed living and
training space and the
building must be evacuated
during hurricanes because
it is not rated to withstand
high winds. There also is
no room for expansion at
the Harney Street station.
Carver reiterated that
Station II was never intended to be a permanent

facility.
“Here we are in 2021 and
we are still in the station,”
he said.
Carver wants the proposed new station to be
located “farther east”
from the current site of
the Harney Street station.
The study will take three
months to complete.
“This study will show
the best location to suit

Three charged in robbery, one arrested in shooting
2 women, one man charged
in Queen Street robbery
From staff reports

Three area residents have
been arrested and charged
in connection with an
armed robbery in Elizabeth
City last week.
In an unrelated incident,
police also arrested a man
in connection with a shooting incident reported last
week.
According to Sgt. T.E.
Mitchell, city police arrested Tonishele La’ Renee West
and Sherbria Delois James
on Friday, charging them in

an armed robbery reported
in the 300 block of Queen
Street on Tuesday.
Also charged in the incident Friday was James
Calvin Brooks, who was
arrested by the Perquimans County Sheriff’s Office,
Mitchell said.
No injuries were reported in the incident, which
Mitchell confirmed involved
the robbery of a person.
James, 30, whose last
known address was 1403
River Road Lot 32, Elizabeth City, was charged with
armed robbery and common law robbery. She was
confined at Albemarle District Jail in lieu of a $40,000

JAMES

WEST

secured bond.
West, 31, whose last
known address was the 606
Cale St., Elizabeth City, was
charged with conspiracy to a
robbery with a deadly weapon, common law robbery,
and felonious restraint. She
was confined at Albemarle District Jail in lieu of a

Mitchell said police
also arrested Manuel
Guadalupe Gonzalez
on Friday in connection with a shooting incident in the 500 Block
of Bunnells Avenue on
Monday. No injuries
were reported in the
BROOKS
GONZALEZ shooting, she said.
According to Mitch$50,000 secured bond.
ell, Gonzalez, 25, whose last
Brooks, 20, whose last known address was 1500
known address was 389 River Road, Lot 31, ElizaChapanoke Road, Perqui- beth City, was charged with
mans, was charged with assault with a deadly weapconspiracy to robbery with on with intent to kill, injury
a dangerous weapon and to property and discharging
common law robbery. He a weapon into an occupied
was released on a $5,000 se- property. He also was cited
cured bond.
with possession of marijua-
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WEATHER

Today: 60, breezy
Tonight: 36, chilly
Forecast on A2

na. He was confined at Albemarle District Jail in lieu
of a $102,000 secured bond.
Gonzalez was also arrested in October and charged
with felony hit and run
causing serious injury after
city police linked him to the
hit and run of an Elizabeth
City State University student near the campus on
Sept. 24. Gonzalez’s arrest
warrant indicated the victim
was an ECSU student from
Bertie County.
All four suspects —
James, West, Brooks and
Gonzalez — had first appearances scheduled in
Pasquotank District Court
on Monday.
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