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Clark to call them
as he sees them as
interim manager

SOUP’S ON

EC will be veteran city
manager’s sixth interim role
BY PAUL NIELSEN
Staff Writer

Ralph Clark is planning
to call them as he sees them
when he becomes the Elizabeth City’s interim city manager Monday.
“I have no fear,” Clark
said, referring to City Council. “The worst thing that
they can do is send me
home and I can go back to
playing golf again.”
Clark, who served as city
manager from 1991 to 1995,
will replace Public Safety
Director Eddie Buffaloe,
who was named acting city
manager on Aug. 23 after
City Council put former
manager Montre Freeman

on paid leave. City Council
terminated Freeman without cause
on Sept. 30.
Buffaloe
has since
been nominated by
Gov. Roy
Cooper to
serve as the
new secreCLARK
tary of the
N.C. Department of Public
Safety. Buffaloe’s last day
with the city is Oct. 31.
Clark, who lives in New
Bern, will be paid $75 an
hour, receive lodging at a
city bed and breakfast, and
be given $18 per day to
spend on dinner. He said
he plans on working four
days a week, likely Monday

See CLARK, A5
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Iryn Meekins (left) and Tamara Blowe enjoy bowls of soup during the Empty Bowls of the Albemarle luncheon
on the portico at Museum of the Albemarle, Wednesday. The event raised $19,000 for Food Bank of the
Albemarle.

Judge switched
Empty Bowls raises $19K for Food Bank parties a week
after appointment
erings because of COVID.
While not as many people attended Wednesday’s
luncheon as Food Bank officials had hoped, Reasoner
was thankful for the many
who did. About 155 people
bought tickets and attended the luncheon.
“We’re grateful for those
who came out,” she said.
This year’s Empty Bowls
raised about $19,000, a bit
short of the Food Bank’s
goal of $25,000. Reasoner
was still pleased, though,
pointing out that for every
$1 raised, the Food Bank
can provide four meals to
the area’s 48,000 food-insecure residents.
Empty Bowls began
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Tuesday evening with a
preview party and silent Bill Blake, executive director of Albemarle Area United
auction at Museum of the Way, serves up bowls of smoked oyster chowder
Albemarle. Ticketholders prepared by Hoppin’ Johnz New South Cuisine, during
the Empty Bowls of the Albemarle luncheon on the
portico at Museum of the Albemarle, Wednesday.
See EMPTY BOWLS, A5

Reasoner: COVID concerns
kept some supporters home
BY CHRIS DAY
Multimedia Editor

Last year, Food Bank of
the Albemarle canceled its
chief fundraiser because of
COVID-19 concerns. This
year’s Empty Bowls of the
Albemarle luncheon was
held Wednesday, and it appears COVID-19 may have
affected attendance.
Liz Reasoner, the Food
Bank’s executive director, described turnout at
Wednesday’s luncheon as
“light” and said COVID-19
likely discouraged participation. She noted that a
considerable number of
residents who support the
Food Bank are retirees
who may still be cautious
about attending large gath-

Ex-Dem Bland says GOP
‘best represents my values’
BY JULIAN EURE
Managing Editor

The 1st Judicial District’s
newest judge switched her
political party registration
from Democrat to Republican one week after being
appointed by Democratic
Gov. Roy Cooper and one
day after she was sworn in.
District Court Judge
Jennifer Karpowicz Bland
switched parties on Sept. 3,
according to Dare County
Board of Elections records.
That’s a week after Cooper appointed her on Aug.
27 to fill a vacant seat created by his appointment

of District
C o u r t
Judge Eula
Reid
to
a Superior Court
judgeship
and a day
after Bland,
a former
BLAND
assistant
district attorney, was sworn
in Sept. 2 and took her seat
on the bench.
“I’ve always been conservative,” Bland said when
asked recently about her
party switch. “I also believe
Republicans have strong
values when it comes to the
military and law enforcement. It’s the party that best

See BLAND, A5

Task force nabs 4 suspects, seeks 5th after drug operation
Agents seized firearm, large
amounts of cocaine, fentanyl
From staff reports

The Albemarle Drug Task
Force recently arrested four
city residents and was seeking a fifth following a drug
operation that resulted in the
seizure of a firearm and large

amounts of cocaine and fentanyl.
Task force agents executed search warrants at 1320
Horner Street and 310 S.
Dyer Street, a press release
from the Pasquotank Sheriff’s Office on Wednesday
states. The release doesn’t
state when the operation
took place, but several of
those arrested were trans-

ported to jail either on Sept.
21 or Sept. 23, according to
Albemarle District Jail records.
During the drug operation,
agents confiscated 50 grams
of fentanyl and 80 grams of
cocaine, the release states.
They also arrested four people the task force said “are
responsible for the distribution of fentanyl and cocaine

in the Pasquotank County/
Elizabeth City area.”
Those arrested include
Jermaine Armstrong, 28, of
the 1300 block of Horner
Street, who was charged
with possession with intent
to sell/deliver schedule II of
a controlled substance and
possession of drug paraphernalia. He was jailed on Sept.
23 in lieu of a $60,000 se-

cured bond. He was released
the same day after posting
bond, jail records show.
Also arrested was Alan
Mitchell, 40, of the 500 block
of East Broad Street. He was
charged with possession
with intent to sell/deliver
schedule II of a controlled
substance, maintaining a
place to store a controlled
substance and possession of
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WEATHER

Today: 82, partly sunny
Tonight: 62
Forecast on A2

drug paraphernalia. He, too,
was confined at Albemale
District Jail on Sept. 23 but
released the same day after
posting a $15,000 secured
bond, jail records show.
A third suspect, Deanna
Evans, 32, of the 400 block
of N. Road Street, was
charged with possession

See DRUGS, A5
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Bricks and Boards Preservation and Restoration Awards
Tuesday October 19 @6pm
Historic Chowan County Courthouse, Edenton
Presented by
Edenton Historical Commission

Space is Limited
Reservations Required
252-482-7800

