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PLAYOFFS SET  SPORTS YANKS-RED SOX TO SQUARE OFF IN AL WILD-
CARD, DODGERS-CARDINALS IN NL WILDCARD  B1

BY PAUL NIELSEN

Staff Writer

Pasquotank has been 
awarded a state Parks and 
Recreation Trust Fund grant 
that will fund half the cost of 
purchasing land for a park 
in the Newland community.

Gov. Roy Cooper an-
nounced Thursday that 
the county will receive the 
$289,000 PARTF grant that 
will go toward the land ac-
quisition.

The county is going to 
pay $612,000 to buy a 51-
acre site off U.S. Highway 
158 that is the former Mor-
gan’s Corner Pulling Park 
that closed in December 
2017. Part of the parcel will 
be set aside for a future pub-
lic safety substation and the 
grant money cannot be used 
for that.

County Manager Sparty 
Hammett called the grant 
award “incredible news.”

“A northern park has been 
discussed for a long time and 
a lot of citizens in the north-
ern part of the county are go-
ing to be very excited,” Ham-

mett said. “It is something 
that they have been asking 
for for a long time.’’

The county has also sub-
mitted a grant application 
to the state Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund that 
would fund the rest of the 
purchase price of the land for 
the park. A decision on that 
grant is expected in January.

Hammett said Pasquotank 
will now move forward with 
purchasing the land using 
county funds to pay for the 
other half of the purchase 
price. If the county is award-
ed the LWCF grant then that 
money will be used to reim-

burse Pasquotank.
“If we get that grant that 

would essentially pay 100 
percent of the parcel ded-
icated to parks and recre-
ation purposes,” Hammett 
said.

Board of Commissioners 
Vice Chairman Charles Jor-
dan said receiving the grant 
was great news.

“We have been looking 
forward to this and we have 
been hoping and praying 
that they would see fit to 
approve that grant,” Jordan 
said. “It gives us the oppor-
tunity to start to move for-
ward with the project.”

BY REGGIE PONDER

Staff Writer

While “safer at home” 
was the message public 
health officials hammered 
home at the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Albe-
marle Hopeline Executive 
Director Courtney Cottrell 

notes not 
e v e r y -
one who 
s t a y e d 
home was 
safe.

N o t 
b e c a u s e 
they were 
unprotect-
ed from 

COVID. Instead, it was be-
cause they were in constant 
proximity to the person 

who was abusing them ei-
ther physically or emotion-
ally.

Crisis calls to domes-
tic violence agencies like 
Hopeline in fact doubled 
in the second half of 2020, 
Cottrell said.

Janice Cole, a former 
U.S. attorney and district 
court judge, also notes that 
when many things shut 
down shortly after the start 
of the pandemic there was 

an accompanying increase 
in isolation, depression, 
alcohol abuse and stress 
— and a spike in reports of 
family violence.

And it wasn’t just here, 
Cole said.

“It is a problem that is 
all around the world,” Cole 
said, noting reports of fami-
ly violence also rose in plac-
es like China, Argentina 

From staff reports

Like everyone else play-
ing Powerball, area resi-
dents aren’t having much 
luck winning the multi-
state lottery game’s jack-
pot, which as of Saturday 
had grown to $635 million.

They are, however, win-

ning other big prizes con-
nected to the Powerball 
game.

Last week, two of the 
three $50,000 prize-win-
ning tickets in Wednesday’s 
drawing for the Powerball 
jackpot were sold in the Al-
bemarle.

One $50,000 winning 
ticket was sold at the 
Speedway store on Virginia 
Road in Edenton while an-
other was sold at the Duck 

Thru Food Store on U.S. 
Highway 158 in Camden. 
The third was sold a store 
in Oak Ridge, in Guilford 
County.

Van Denton, a spokes-
man for the N.C. Education 
Lottery, said Friday that 
Danielle Jordan of Edenton 
claimed one of the $50,000 
prizes. The winning ticket 
sold in Camden had not 
been claimed as of Friday.

Jordan and the Camden 

and Oak Ridge winners 
each purchased $2 tickets 
that matched four of the 
white balls and the Red 
Power Ball in Wednesday’s 
drawing, Denton said. The 
odds of doing that are 1 in 
913,000.

The Camden and Eden-
ton prize-winning tickets 
in Wednesday’s Powerball 
drawing were just the latest 

BY PAUL NIELSEN

Staff Writer

Second Ward City Coun-
cilman Gabriel Adkins said 
that public backlash against 
his businesses over his 
stance on Andrew Brown 
Jr.’s shooting death five 
months ago was the rea-
son he decided to resign his 
council seat Monday.

“Social media posts, 
nasty emails, just different 
things and I have just had 
enough,” Adkins said. “I’m 
ready to be done with it all.”

Adkins announced via 
email late Friday his plan 
to resign his council seat ef-
fective Monday at 8 a.m. Ad-
kins owns several business-
es, including a funeral home 
and a catering business.

Adkins has been a vocal 

critic of Pasquotank Coun-
ty officials since Brown’s 
fatal shooting by three 
Pasquotank Sheriff’s dep-
uties on 
April 24. 
He said 
that criti-
cism has 
affected his 
business-
es’ bottom 
line, and 
ultimately 
led him to 
decide it was time to walk 
away from politics.

“The biggest thing is 
since the Andrew Brown 
murder, and my stance with 
that and everything that is 
happening in the communi-
ty, my businesses have been 
suffering because of the 
position I took with that,” 
Adkins said. “I haven’t been 
getting the support from the 

From staff reports

An Elizabeth City family 
was displaced after an ear-
ly-morning fire destroyed 
their home at the River 

Breeze Mobile Home Park 
on Saturday.

Crews with the city 
fire department were dis-
patched to the mobile home 
park at 1500 River Road at 
around 4:15 a.m. Saturday. 
On arrival, firefighters saw 

Family displaced by 
early morning blaze
One occupant suffered minor 
injuries in mobile home fire

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Elizabeth City firefighters responded to a fire at this 
mobile home in the River Breeze Mobile Home Park in 
the 1500 block of River Road, Elizabeth City, Saturday.

2 $50K winning lottery tix sold in area
One prize-winner in 
Edenton, other in Camden

County awarded $289K grant to buy Newland site for park
Officials hope 2nd grant 
pays other half of land’s cost
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Pasquotank County will move forward with purchasing 
this 51-acre site off U.S. Highway 158 in the Newland 
community for a new park. The land was formerly home 
to the Morgans Corner Pulling Park.

PEACE ON THE PASQUOTANK

Cole cites pandemic’s link 
to uptick in family violence

PHOTO BY KESHA WILLIAMS 

Mary Ann Mason tosses a flower into the Pasquotank River as a symbol of hope and healing for survivors of 
domestic violence during the Peace on the Pasquotank ceremony at Mariners’ Wharf Park, Friday. Albemarle 
Hopeline sponsored the event first held in 2019 that had to be canceled last year because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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Event honors domestic violence victims
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Adkins cites biz 
backlash for his 
decision to resign
Councilor said he would not 
have voted to fire Freeman
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