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Bishop McNamara hangs on for
OT win vs St. Thomas More B1

Pedestrian struck
and killed on I-57
near Peotone A3

Year passes
since home
declared
a nuisance
Police have conducted
extensive targeted
patrols on South
Lincoln Avenue
BY JEFF BONTY
jbonty@daily-journal.com
815-937-3366
KANKAKEE — In the year since a
Kankakee home was ruled a nuisance
property, no problems have been found
at the residence.
And that is largely by design.
In November 2020, Kankakee County
Circuit Court Judge William Dickenson
made the nuisance ruling against Irene
Guzman’s 456 S. Lincoln Ave. home after
City of Kankakee and Kankakee County
officials claimed it had ties to the Latin
Kings gang.
It was declared a nuisance property
under county ordinances, but the court
found it did not meet the standards of
the city’s. The judge ruled Guzman and
her husband could stay in the home as
well as two of their grandchildren.
The caveat for retaining the home is
that no further incidents occur in the
house, garage or property.
Since the court’s ruling through Nov.
30 of this year, the Kankakee Police
Department has conducted extensive
targeted patrols. It’s an effort that has
found officers in the 400 block of South
Lincoln Avenue 771 times.
Of those 771 visits, 417 were to the
Guzman property. The vast majority
of these nearly 1,200 visits were part of
KPD’s targeted patrols.
“The ‘extra patrol’ calls are officers
checking the block and residence specifically to deter further problems at the residence,” Kankakee Police Chief Robin
Passwater said.
It would seem the effort has been successful at keeping problems at bay as just
10 of the 417 visits to 456 S. Lincoln Ave.
were for reasons other than the planned
extra patrols. One of those calls came in
the early morning of Nov. 27.
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Tammie Messenbring, of Bourbonnais, gives a tour of a home during the Riverview Historic District’s Holiday House Walk on Sunday.
The annual Kankakee event featured six homes, including Frank Lloyd Wright’s first Prairie-Style house, the B. Harley Bradley House.

Home for the holidays
Annual tour invites
community into
Riverview historic homes
TOP LEFT:
Participants arrive
to see a decorated
home as part of
MORE PHOTOS
the Holiday House
Daily-journal.com
Walk. The annual
event raises funds
to support neighborhood events, promotion
and improvements.
BOTTOM LEFT: Dave Piolatto gives a tour
of a home.
BELOW: Festive decorations greet guests at
one of six homes in Kankakee’s River Historic
District. The district is filled with custom
built homes, many over 100 years old.
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ISBE releases
standardized
testing data
Report offers
insight on impact
of remote learning
BY STEPHANIE
MARKHAM
smarkham@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3330
The Illinois State Board of Education
released school- and district-level assessment data Wednesday, providing more
insight into the effect of remote learning and what students need to recover,
according to an ISBE news release.
The state board emphasized in the
release data can inform local dialogue
and decisions about allocating federal
pandemic relief funds to support the
students in the greatest need.
Illinois schools have received more
than $7 billion in federal pandemic relief
funding to fund interventions, such as
after-school programming, community
partnerships, summer school, tutoring
and trauma-informed supports. To date,
517 out of 939 school districts and other
local education agencies have submitted their applications for the third and
largest round of funding, according to
the release.

Chef Vaughn’s Kitchen finds
new home in Bourbonnais
Restaurant is moving
out of the mall to a
stand-alone location
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Chef Josh Vaughn and his girlfriend/business partner Catherine “Cat”
Hilgeman are working together to move Chef Vaughn’s Kitchen to a new
location in Bourbonnais.

Before he became Chef Vaughn,
Josh Vaughn was a 12-year-old kid
who simply loved to cook.
His passion for culinary
creations began just before he
became a Kankakee teenager
and now he is about to open his
first stand-alone restaurant, Chef
Vaughn’s Kitchen, at 161 E. Bethel
Drive in Bourbonnais.
This will be the location where
diners can cozy up to Chef
Vaughn’s ”Famous Alfredo.” (That’s
with homemade alfredo sauce.)
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HEARD ON
THE STREET

Vaughn is targeting an early
January opening at the site which
had previously been the Bourbonnais home of JR’s Chicken. Though
its Bourbonnais location closed
in May, the restaurant’s Kankakee
location remains open.
Vaughn, 38, of Kankakee, has a
two-year lease on the property.
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