
KANKAKEE — The Kankakee 
School Board heard a proposal for 
how the district is planning to use 
some of  the $20 million incom-
ing for the third round of  federal 

COVID-19 relief  during its Monday 
meeting.

In total, the second and third 
rounds of  relief  amount  to  
$29 million for Kankakee School 
District 111, the largest amount of  
any school district within Illinois 
Senate District 40. The state of  Illi-
nois received over $7 billion to help 
schools recover from the pandemic.

School districts have until Sept. 
24, 2024, to spend the money, and 

at least 20 percent of  the latest 
incoming funding must go directly 
toward addressing learning loss. 
For Kankakee, that’s a minimum 
of  $4 million.

Superintendent Genevra Walters 
said the district would not be using 
the funds toward creating ongo-
ing positions that can’t be funded 
beyond the next few years.

The goal, she explained, is to 
“build capacity” to support students 
within families and the community, 
which would involve giving stipends 
to parents or community members 
to become parent trainers.

“The money is not going to be 
there forever, so it doesn’t make 
sense for us to spend money on 
things that we can’t sustain over 
time,” she said. “But we can sus-
tain training the community, the 
parents and the teachers and the 
administrators on how to support 
students.”

A University of  Chicago partner-
ship is proposed to assist with the 
training.

“I think what’s exciting about it 
is, normally, they only work with 
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Progress 2021
Final section focuses on Iroquois Co. InsideI

n 2011, Iroquois Federal 

became a publicly trad-

ed company.
But that’s only a fraction of  

the time the financial institution 

has existed. Today’s Iroquois 

Federal Savings and Loan was 

originally charted as a Building 

and Loan on May 3, 1883.

When the organization did go 

public, there was a determina-

tion to have the ability to help 

worthwhile charitable purposes 

in the community it serves.

So, the Iroquois Federal 

Foundation was established at 

the time of  the public offering. 

The charitable foundation was 

funded through the allocation 

of  347,000 shares of  stock. Thus, 

the foundation would become 

self-perpetuating. As the value 

of  shares rises, so does the abil-

ity of  the foundation to do char-

itable good deeds. On March 29, 

shares of  IF Bancorp traded at 

$21.10.
Walter “Chip” Hasselbring 

is the president of  the Iroquois 

Federal Foundation and the 

president and CEO of  Iroquois 

Federal. He says since the cre-

ation of  the foundation, it has 

made more than 150 grants in 

Iroquois, Kankakee, Vermilion 

and Champaign counties in Illi-

nois, as well as the Osage Beach, 

Mo., area. Those are the commu-

nities where Iroquois Federal is 

located.
The total amount of  the 

grants exceed $2.18 million.

“It’s a matter of  doing the 

right thing,” Hasselbring says. 

“We never want to lose the abil-

ity to take care of  the communi-

ties we serve.”

Hasselbring says the grants 

are targeted in five general 

areas: affordable housing, edu-

cation, health and human ser-

vices, youth programs and gen-

eral community improvement.

One of  the most recent grants 

went to Kankakee Communi-

ty College, which was awarded 

$10,000 on Feb. 1 for supplies to 

assist students in the college’s 

First Year Experience orienta-

tion class.
The grant will pay for some 

textbooks, class supplies, 

resources for equity and diversi-

ty and material to explain finan-

cial literacy and career and life 

skills.
The grant will also buy three 

laptops that can be loaned to stu-

dents.
Jennifer Hays Huggins, dean 

of  Humanities and Social Sci-

ences at KCC, said the First Year 

Experience class is a primer for 

new students to learn how to 

succeed in college. It covers such 

topics as consulting an advisor, 

applying for financial aid, using 

the library, building study skills, 

getting on WiFi and understand-

ing the KCC resources that can 

help.
Hasselbring said the Iroquois 

Federal Foundation grants are 

never given for political purpos-

es, for religion or for scholar-

ships. Organizations are limited 

to one grant per year.

There are a wide variety 

of  recipients. He said grants 

have gone to the United Way of  

Kankakee and Iroquois Coun-

ties, to food banks, to school dis-

tricts and to Kankakee Commu-

nity College, among others.

The grants fall into two cat-

egories: over $1,000 and from 

$200 to $1,000. The $200 to $1,000 

grants may be applied for at 

any time. The larger grants are 

awarded in two cycles. The next 

cycle has a deadline of  Sept. 30, 

with grants in November. All 

applications must demonstrate 

501©3 status. They must also all 

explain how the grant will ben-

efit low- and moderate-income 

persons.
The larger grant requests 

must include an itemized bud-

get and list other sources of  

funding.
“Grant requests that provide 

services that revitalize or stabi-

lize low- and moderate-income 

areas, designated disaster areas, 

distressed or underserved non-

metropolitan middle income 

geographies or provide services 

to low- and moderate-income 

persons … may be given high-

er consideration,” Hasselbring 

said in a letter.

For information or applica-

tion forms, contact Iroquois Fed-

eral Foundation, 201 E. Cherry 

St., Watseka, or call 815-432-2476.

Questions about the grant 

application or other infor-

mation can be directed to 

Rhonda Pence, 201 E. Cherry 

St., Watseka IL 60970 or 815-

432-2476.

The grant applications are  

also available online at  

iroquoisfed.com, under the title 

Iroquois Federal Foundation.
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Officials mull federal funding  

Over $6 million in stimulus  

money coming to communities  

in Iroquois County. 

See page S2

I-KAN office accredited  

Designation shows organization’s 

dedication to students

See page S2

Join county’s mass  
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Participants receive alerts about 

weather and environmental hazards 

See page S2

Local farm enjoys  
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Extremely rare set of twin donkeys 

born at Onarga farm
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Serving families for 25 years

Staff, volunteers of Iroquois Memorial 

Hospice provide exceptional care
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Thrivent thriving in  

Iroquois County

Action Teams empowered to take on 

projects throughout the community
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Foundation grants top  

$2M over last decade
More than 150 successful applicants have received 

funding from Iroquois Federal Foundation

Daily Journal photos/Tiffany Blanchette

Kankakee Community College’s Tracy Conner, left, director of Miner Memorial Library, Jennifer Hays Huggins, center, dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 

and Dr. PJ Thompson, executive director of KCC Foundation, put together materials for the college’s First Year Experience orientation class. The program 

was the recipient of an Iroquois Federal Foundation grant.

5 areas  
of support

The mission of the Iro-

quois Federal Foundation 

is to provide financial 

support to charitable and 

community service orga-

nizations in the commu-

nities in which Iroquois 

Federal operates. The 

foundation is dedicated 

completely to community 

activities and the promo-

tion of charitable causes.

The foundation has 

identified five areas 

that it will emphasize in 

supporting:

• Affordable housing: 

Programs that provide 

affordable or low-in-

come housing and 

supports the bank’s 

community reinvest-

ment initiatives.

• Education: Initiatives 

at schools that raise the 

aspirations of students, 

enhance their knowl-

edge and support the 

education process.

• Health and human 

services: Programs 

essential to underlying 

medical care, as well 

as initiatives that focus 

on physical and mental 

wellness.

• Youth programs: 

Programs that assist in 

improving the quality of 

life for children.

• General community 

improvement: Programs 

and projects that im-

prove community assets 

and organization’s in 

the bank’s core market 

areas.

“It’s a matter of doing the right thing. We never want to lose the ability  

to take care of the communities we serve.”

WALTER “CHIP” HASSELBRING, IROQUOIS FEDERAL FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

The $10,000 grant to Kankakee Community College will pay for 

some textbooks, class supplies, resources for equity and diversity, 

and material to explain financial literacy and career and life skills.

Grant process
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A sheepish smile crosses 
the face of  Victor Neva-
rez. He nods in agree-

ment. He recognizes he is about 
to enter into a phase of  his life 
he has never experienced.

The world of  Nevarez is about to 
change and, most likely, in a very rad-
ical way.

In Kankakee’s long history, Nevarez 
has become the first Hispanic or Lati-
no elected to the 14-member Kanka-
kee City Council or any other elected 
position in the city for that matter. He 

might even be the first Hispanic elect-
ed within Kankakee County.

Even though he was unopposed 
as he sought the 5th Ward Kankakee 
City Council seat left open as veteran 
Alderman Tyler Tall Sr. did not seek 
re-election, Nevarez made history on 
April 6 when he won the council seat 
by collecting 220 votes.

While the number of  votes may not 
have been overly impressive, it was 
far more than needed.

“I’m not a politician. I’m not look-
ing for attention,” he said. “This may 
be something in which God put me in 
this direction.”

The clinical director of  the Duane 

Dean Behavioral Health Center in 
Kankakee since September 2017 and 
a native of  Durango, Mexico, the 
57-year-old is not entirely unknown.

A city resident, as well as a 5th 
Ward resident since 2017, Nevarez 
has been a member of  the Kanka-
kee Planning Board nearly since he 
arrived here to take his role with 
Duane Dean.

He is a board member of  the Hippo-
crates Medical Clinic board and the 
Kankakee County Renewed Oppor-
tunity and is president of  the Illinois 
Association for Medication Assisted 
Addiction Treatment. He has worked 
as a social services counselor for 14 
years.

GROWING HISPANIC POPULATION
“My goal from the start was to get 

involved with this community. That 

An ‘overdue’  
historical moment

Nevarez becomes 
first Hispanic to be 
elected to Kankakee 
City Council

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Kankakee’s soon-to-be-first Hispanic alderman, Victor Nevarez, stands outside the Kankakee City Council chambers on Thursday, where 
he will assume a 5th Ward council seat next month.

“He could help galvanize the city. It’s long past time  
to have a Hispanic in this position.”

ALDERMAN TYLER TALL SR.
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T h e  I l l i n o i s 
National Guard 
will  be retur n-
ing next week to 
administer shots 
of  the Moderna 
vaccine at three 
mass COVID-19 

vaccination clinics in Kankakee 
and one site in Watseka.

Vaccination is open to all resi-
dents ages 18 and older.

IROQUOIS COUNTY 
The Iroquois County Public 

Health Department and the Illinois 
National Guard will be conducting 

Guard to 
return for 
4 mass 
clinics
Events scheduled 
for next week in 
Kankakee and 
Iroquois counties

If you go
IROQUOIS COUNTY
WHEN: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday, 
April 19
WHERE: Iroquois County Fair-
grounds 4H Building, 1390 E. 2000 
North Road, Watseka
REGISTER: Go online to bit.ly/ 
IroquoisApril19 or call 815-432-2483

KANKAKEE COUNTY
WHEN: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 20 to Thursday, April 22
WHERE: Kankakee First Church of 
the Nazarene, 1000 N. Entrance 
Ave., Kankakee
REGISTER: bit.ly/Kankakee-
May18-20

A recent study reported that Illi-
nois generated $175 million in mar-
ijuana sales taxes in 2020, the fifth 
most in the nation.

Currently, 16 states and Wash-
ington, D.C., have now fully legal-
ized marijuana, and 11 have retail 
sales taxes, according to the study 
released by U.S. Drug Test Centers. 
Also, adult and youth usage of  mari-
juana also increased in 2020.

Illinois originally awarded 75 
licenses for marijuana dispensaries 

Illinois ranks 
5th in most 
tax revenue 
from pot sales
Also, Kankakee County 
Board to revisit issue 
of allowing sales in 
unincorporated areas
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Kankakee schools pursue parent training
Some of the district’s $20 million in COVID-19 
relief funding would help launch the program
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