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Kankakee makes more school
history in playoff win B1

U.S. Rep Kinzinger
speaks out on
leaving Congress A3

Ezike: More
vaccinations
are needed
Illinois Department of
Public Health director
keynote speaker here
at NAACP banquet
BY MEREDITH
MELLAND
mmelland@
daily-journal.com

BRADLEY — Freedom can come
in many different forms, and when it
comes to freedom from the COVID-19
virus and its lingering pandemic, Dr.
Ngozi Ezike, the state’s top public
health official, has a simple message.
“One hundred and twenty people
get admitted to the hospital every
single day in this state with COVID,”
said Ezike, who was the keynote
speaker at the Kankakee County
Branch of the NAACP’s 56th annual
Freedom Fund Banquet on Saturday
in Bradley.
“And we know that that number
would shrink to such low numbers,
probably to single digit numbers,
maybe in the teens, if we could just
get these additional people vaccinated,” said Ezike, who is the director
of the Illinois Department of Public
Health.
No other person in Illinois has
been more at the forefront of the
COVID-19 pandemic than Ezike.
As an internist and pediatrician,
Ezike worked in a variety of health
care settings before being appointed
as the first Black woman to serve as
IDPH’s director.
Her frequently televised COVID-19
briefings with Gov. JB Pritzker have
made Ezike a household name in Illinois since early 2020.
“I know that we have politicians in
this room that are working together
to form healthy relationships and do
the right things to end the pandemic,“ she said.
Ezike linked the NAACP’s mission of increasing equality and eliminating racism and discrimination
to IDPH’s attempts to combat health
disparities and give all Illinoisans
access to public health services, especially the immediate COVID-19-related ones.
“I’ll admit that everyone in every
county has not seen eye-to-eye on the
best way to approach this pandemic,
but we do share a common goal in
this fight and that is to do our best to
keep our families and our communities healthy and thriving,” she said.
She spoke about IDPH’s town halls
and community vaccine forums, the
department’s mobile “Wellness on
Wheels” unit and the equity task
force that contributes to each weekly
meeting she has with the governor.
Misinformation is not something
that can just be ignored, she said,
“because while you’re blowing that
off, people are dying.”
There have been about 170 COVID
deaths and 1,300 people admitted in
the hospital across the state in the
past week, Ezike said.
In response to how Kankakee
County can improve its vaccination
rates, Ezike told the Daily Journal
that more direct outreach and education is needed.
“We gotta keep pushing it and making it available, and remind people of
the ability to vaccinate their kids as
well,” she said.
At the Kankakee County Branch
of the NAACP’s annual Freedom
Fund Banquet, local and state leaders
stressed community collaboration as
fundamental to overcoming discrimination, inequality, the coronavirus
and other adversity.
The event at the Quality Inn &
Suites in Bradley followed the theme
“Fighting Forward Toward Justice,
Equality and Change.”
Kankakee County Branch NAACP
President Theodis Pace welcomed
community members and officials by
reflecting on the night’s theme.
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Norah Johnston, left, and her twin sister Paige, both 3, skip along the sidewalk on their way to collect Halloween candy Sunday evening as
the sun shines on Blatt Boulevard in Bradley. Parents John and Alicia Johnston follow behind dressed as the sun and a rain cloud as their
sons Dylan, 7, and Liam, 9, not pictured, sported their favorite Minecraft characters.

Clear skies on Halloween
for trick-or-treaters
Sunshine and cooler
temps brewed for
those celebrating
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Bradley resident Susan Barton hands out a large handful of candy to a trick-or-treater Sunday
night for Halloween. Barton, and her mother Wendy Robinson, decorate elaborately with lights,
motion-sensor props, pumpkins and dozens of Robinson’s handmade scarecrows every year,
handing out upwards of 80 pounds of candy. Barton placed third in the Village of Bradley’s
Halloween house decorating contest this year.

Evan Cogswell, 8, of Bradley, walks quickly in the opposite direction
as someone dressed as Michael Myers jokingly follows him to the
next house.

At least it didn’t rain.
Trick-or-treaters on Sunday
night were greeted with plenty
of goodies and sunshine from
Mother Nature as Halloween
2021 came and went without
rainfall.
Most candy-seekers walked
through neighborhoods from
5-7 p.m. and came away with a
bag of goodies.
With Halloween concluded, attention will now turn to
Thanksgiving and, believe it or
not, Christmas is less than two
months away.

A trick-or-treater runs to the next house to collect Halloween
candy in Bradley.

Twins Chicken opens in west Kankakee
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Twins Chicken & Seafood recently opened in west Kankakee.

Kasem and Hamzeh Melheess, of
Orland Park, are not twins, but many
people believe they are.
So when the brothers, Hamzeh,
23, and Kasem, 21, set out to open
their own restaurant, both knew
the businesses’ name would have
“twins” in it.
“Everybody thinks we are
twins,” Hamzeh said. “We do look
alike.”
The two have been working at
the site for the past five months.
The location was most recently
the Caribbean Delite, but previously Dandy’s Pizza and Soul Da Soul,
among others.
Late last week, the pair opened
Twins Chicken & Seafood at 1004 W.
Station St., directly across West
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Station Street from the long-standing Dairy Queen location.
The location is open from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and 10 a.m.
to 11 p.m. Friday, Saturday and
Sunday.
The location offers dine-in, to-go
and drive-thru service.
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