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COVID-19 ONE YEAR LATER: A YEAR THAT CHANGED EVERYTHING
Though coronavirus came on the scene much earlier, it’s today
that we mark its one-year anniversary. That’s because the first
case was recorded in Kankakee County on March 19, 2020.
By then the community had already been feeling the effects
of the virus as schools were closing, events were canceling and

store shelves were picked clean. But on March 19, 2020, it all hit
home.
We lived the following year partaking in history as it was being
written. Nothing was left untouched by the pandemic, and many
things may never be the same.

Join us again in the next Weekend Edition of the Daily Journal as we continue to look at how life has changed in the last year.

Phased-in
reopening
plan set

COVID-19
TIMELINE
March 12, 2020
Mandate from Gov. JB Pritzker
declares all schools will be closed
until March 30, leading many districts across the state to prepare for
e-Learning.

March 16, 2020

State also opens
more eligibility for
COVID-19 vaccine

Bars and restaurants ordered to
close for indoor service as part of
sweeping mitigations put in place
by Pritzker.

March 17, 2020

BY JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois
SPRINGFIELD — All Illinoisans 16 years of age and older outside of Chicago will be eligible for
COVID-19 vaccinations beginning
April 12, and the
state announced
a “metric-based”
phase-in to greater
reopening Thursday.
The so-called
“bridge phase”
Pritzker
to reopening can
begin when 70 percent of seniors 65 years of age and
older have received at least their
first dose of the vaccine, according
to the governor. As of Thursday,
that number stood at 58 percent.
It is also dependent on at least
20 percent of intensive care beds
being available. Other metrics,
such as COVID-like illness hospital admissions, mortality rate and
case positivity rate over a 28-day
monitoring period, must “hold
steady.”
Gov. JB Pritzker said all regions
of the state will move to the bridge
phase and beyond as one, rather
than individually.
“Unfortunately, COVID-19 has
not gone away,” Pritzker said at a
news conference in Chicago, noting the virus is still killing Illinoisans daily and safety precautions
such as masking and social distancing are still necessary.
“And I’m more optimistic today
than I have been at any time over
the last year, and more importantly
the doctors and scientists are too,”
he added. “It’s time to begin to cautiously move toward normalcy.”

See REOPENING , page A7

Many grocery store shelves —
especially those for cleaning supplies, meat and paper products —
become bare as shoppers stock up
due to a fear of a food or supply
shortage.

March 19, 2020
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Dale Shaw, then 64, of Bourbonnais, receives a hug from his wife, Pam, as he returned home June 26 following a
91-day hospital stay battling COVID-19. His wife truly believed a mid-April telephone conversation they shared
would be their last.

A long, difficult
road to recovery
COVID patient recalls nearly losing his life
and the struggles of returning to normal
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Small businesses carry
on through pandemic

For the past year, small businesses have been faced with so many
obstacles as the entire country has
dealt with the COVID-19 pandemic

and its mitigations.
That’s been the case with local
small businesses as well. Some had
to close for two to three months
while finding creative ways to stay
afloat. As the business climate is
slowly trending in the positive
direction, local establishments are
hopeful for the future.

March 20, 2020
Many churches shut their doors
and take their services to a virtual
platform.

March 21, 2020
Pritzker stay-at-home order
issued on March 20 goes in effect
and is set to expire April 7.

March 26, 2020
The Iroquois County Public
Health Department confirmed the
first positive case of coronavirus
in Iroquois County.

April 1, 2020
Kankakee County’s infection
rate of 5.18 positive cases per 10,000
residents is the third highest in
state.

April 2, 2020
Kankakee County Health
Department announces the first
death of a county resident who
tested positive for coronavirus disease.

April 8, 2020
Kankakee Community College
and Olivet Nazarene University
announce online commencement
ceremonies.

April 17, 2020
Gov. Pritzker announces that
in-person learning in schools will
not resume during the 2019-2020
school year, with remote learning days to continue for all pre-k
through 12th-grade students.

Some industries bore the brunt while some
prospered under COVID-19 mitigations
BY CHRIS
BREACH
cbreach@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3316

Kankakee County’s first COVID19 case was confirmed by county
officials. At this point, nearly 300
cases had been reported in 17 counties in Illinois.

April 25, 2020
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Moon Cookie Gallery owner Natalie Seaton sets up a handmade open sign
outside her downtown business at 187 S. Schuyler Ave. in Kankakee last
August. Seaton had to close for about two and a half months last spring, but
See BUSINESSES, page A7 her shop was able to survive, she said.

Kankakee County is one of 12
counties in Illinois that requested a refrigerated semi-truck trailer to store bodies of deceased
COVID-19 patients from the Illinois Department of Emergency
Management Agency in case the
morgue becomes filled to capacity.

See TIMELINE, page A7
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