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Armstrong
Flooring
gains
financing
Bankruptcy court
approves $24M
BY LEE PROVOST
lprovost@daily-journal.com
815-937-3364
KANKAKEE — Armstrong Flooring, Inc., a longtime-Kankakee-based
manufacturer, gained approval Tuesday for much-needed financing totaling $24 million.
The financing will provide the Lancaster, Pa.-based company with operating capital as it continues to pursue
what it labeled a “swift, value-maximizing sale process.”
Armstrong, of course, has been
a longtime key Kankakee County
employer. Located at 1401 N. Hobbie
Ave., on the city’s northern edge, the
company employs about 350.
The Kankakee plant operates seven
days a week. The location manufactures floor tiles.
It was also recently reported that
Armstrong paid Michel Vermette, its
chief executive officer, and at least
four other managers $4.8 million in
annual incentive payments just prior
to the Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing
earlier this month.
Court documents cited by Yahoo
News stated the incentives were needed to keep the executives on the job.
The company continues to work
closely with several interested bidders
for some or all of its assets and is operating its business as usual throughout
the sale process.
The $24 million will be used in part
for a revolving line of credit.

See ARMSTRONG, page A3

‘Ghost guns’
the target
of new law
Gov. Pritzker signs bill
requiring serialization of
‘ghost guns’ by Nov. 14
BY JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois
SPRINGFIELD — Owners of firearms that do not have serial numbers
— referred to as ghost guns — will
have 180 days to take them to a federal
firearm dealer to have them serialized
or they will risk being charged with a
misdemeanor.
Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed the measure containing that provision, House
Bill 4383, into law Wednesday at an
event in Chicago, aiming to crack
down on the growing use of unserialized ghost guns that can be obtained
without a background check.
“Unserialized, untraceable ghost
guns have left a gap in the criminal
law for those who wish to inflict violence and chaos on our streets, and
they have abused and exploited that
loophole,” Rep. Kam Buckner, the
bill’s House sponsor and a Chicago
Democrat who is running for mayor,
said at a news conference.
The governor called the measure
“one piece of a larger strategy” in
reducing gun violence, but he said
ultimately the federal government
must take a more sweeping approach.

See GHOST GUNS, page A3
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Becki Gossage, third-generation owner of Reed’s Alterations, is seen working in the sewing shop Tuesday through a custom ribbon and
thread holder built by her grandfather, Lloyd Reed. Gossage’s grandmother, Florence Reed, started the shop some 68 years ago.

The last stitch

After 68 years, Reed’s
Alterations to close
BY LEE
PROVOST
lprovost@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3364

F

or the past 68 years, family members have been
operating seamstress
shop Reed’s Alterations, first in
Kankakee, then in Bradley and
now in Bourbonnais.

That thread, which connected three
generations of seamstresses, is about
to unravel as the business is set to
close May 31.
Opened in 1954 by Florence Reed
of Kankakee, the business was
then passed down to Sue Manis, her
daughter, and then to Becki Gossage,
of Kankakee, Florence’s granddaughter and Manis’s daughter, in
1997.
Gossage, 63, has been operating
the business at 441 S. Main St., Bour-

Born and raised in Limestone, Gossage, a 1976 graduate of Herscher High School,
said with no one left to take over the business — her son, Grant, is an architect —
the time has come to end what has been a rewarding and busy career.
bonnais, not far from the Olivet Nazarene University campus, for these
past 25 years.
And with arthritis setting in her
hands and a desire to explore more
than just needles, threads and sewing machines, Gossage decided earli-

er this year the time had come to call
it a career.
Born and raised in Limestone,
the 1976 graduate of Herscher High
School said with no one left to take

See REED’S, page A3

Tanner Torres honored with ‘buddy bench’
Memorial remembers Bourbonnais boy for
his friendship and emphasis on inclusion
BY STEPHANIE
MARKHAM
smarkham@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3330
BOURBONNAIS — The day
after Tanner Torres would have
graduated eighth grade, his mom,
dad, brother, sister and classmates

gathered for the unveiling of a
“buddy bench” across from his
school’s playground in honor of
the friendly, outgoing boy who died
in a car accident in August 2019 at
age of 11.
A child in need of companionship can sit on the buddy bench to
signal to other children that they
would like someone to play with.
If the memories of his family

and friends are any indication,
it’s a concept Tanner would have
gotten behind 100%.
“If there was someone sitting
by themselves at lunch or by themselves on the playground, Tanner
would spark up a conversation
to try to get them involved,” his
mom Jaime Torres said. “This is
something we have taught our kids
since they were very little — be
friendly and kind to everyone.”
Tanner’s dad Juan Torres added
that the buddy bench is the perfect
memorial for his late son because

“that’s who he was.”
“He was always the one that had
a great heart and was always the
one to always include people, or
give up whatever he had to make
sure everyone else was included
in what they wanted to do,” Juan
said. “He was always very giving.”
Juan also described Tanner as
outgoing, silly and fun.
“He was like the life of the
party,” he said.
Tanner enjoyed sports like

See TORRES, page A3

