
© 2022 Kankakee Daily Journal Company, LLC.
All rights reserved.

INSIDE
Save on school supplies by 
tapping your community A6
In Washington, honesty is such 
a lonely word A7
Why is insulin so expensive 
and difficult to cap? A8 

DAILY-JOURNAL.COM   |  THE KANKAKEE VALLEY   |  MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 2022   |  $1.50

DAILY JOURNAL
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1903

Fall sports begin today B1

Senate passes economic bill  A4

Riverside opens 
center for  
well-being   A5

JEFF BONTY
jbonty@daily-journal.com 
815-937-3366

KANKAKEE — Devon M. Johnson, 25, of  
Kankakee, was sentenced to 15 years in pris-
on for the murder of  23-year-old Steve Sand-
ers, of  Kankakee, in May 2017.

Johnson was found guilty by a jury of  sec-
ond-degree murder in March.

Kankakee County Circuit Judge Kathy 
Bradshaw-Elliott announced her sentence 
during a hearing Friday.

Under state sentencing guidelines, John-
son will get a day of  credit for each day he 
serves.

Assistant State’s Attorney Daniel Reedy 
argued for the maximum 20 years.

Johnson’s attorney, John Ridge, argued for 
probation.

Under state sentencing guidelines, a sec-
ond-degree murder conviction is a probation-
al offense.

During his trial Johnson testified he shot 
Sanders in self-defense on May 30, 2017, 
during a confrontation in an alley of  the 500 
block of  East Bourbonnais Street in Kanka-
kee.

He said he thought Sanders was going for 
a gun so he fired 12 rounds, striking Sanders 
three times. Johnson testified that he, two of  
his brothers, Shizzel Glenn and another man 
were in the alley when Sanders and two of  his 
cousins approached, with Sanders saying he 
wanted to fight Johnson.

The two groups had exchanged words ear-
lier in the day in the parking lot of  a Brad-
ley business over a gaming system Johnson 
accused Sanders of  stealing from one of  his 
brothers.

Glenn was a co-defendant in the shooting 
and agreed to testify after accepting a plea 
deal from the Kankakee County State’s Attor-
ney’s office. He received 15 years in prison on 
a conspiracy to commit murder conviction. 
Glenn testified that he gave Johnson the gun 
used in the shooting.
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KANKAKEE COUNTY — Voters in Kanka-
kee County will receive a postcard in early 
August explaining a new option for voting by 
mail.

According to Kankakee County Clerk Dan 
Hendrickson, “You may now apply to perma-
nently be placed on vote-by-mail status.”

The postcard to voters will include an appli-
cation to be permanently placed on this list, 
and an explanation of  the new law that creat-
ed the list. Those on the permanent vote-by-
mail list will automatically receive a ballot 
in the mail 40 days in advance of  any general, 
consolidated or primary election. When they 
receive the postcard, voters have four options 
related to the new permanent vote-by-mail 
list.

First, apply to receive a ballot in advance 
of  every Kankakee County election, stating 
which party’s ballot the voter wants for pri-
mary elections. They will cast their ballots 
by mail.

Second, apply to receive a ballot by mail 
for only elections that do not require a party 
designation.

Third, apply to receive a ballot solely for the 
2022 general election.
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BRADLEY — The faces of  
339 police officers arrived to 
the parking lot of  the Bradley 
Police Station on Saturday 
afternoon, displayed along-
side their names and end of  
watch dates in 2021.

Bradley Police Sgt. Mar-
lene Rittmanic is one of  those 
faces, with her watch having 
ended on Dec. 30, 2021.

The End of  Watch Ride to 
Remember stopped in Brad-
ley to honor Rittmanic as part 
of  the nonprofit Beyond the 
Call of  Duty’s effort to raise 
awareness of  first responders 
lost in the line of  duty and 
support the families and com-
munities of  the fallen.

Family, friends, fellow offi-

cers and community mem-
bers gathered to welcome the 
caravan and participate in 
the brief  ceremony where a 
blue rose was placed next to 
Rittmanic’s name by her wife, 
Lyn Stua.

Fo r m e r  a n d  c u r r e n t 
of f icers  embark on the 
22,000-mile-plus tour, starting 
in Spokane, Wash., accom-
panied by motorcycle rid-
ers that follow a customized 
28-foot trailer with photos and 
names of  the 339 fallen offi-
cers in 2021.

Of  those, 240 were due to 
COVID-19.

The tour made memorial 
stops throughout the Mid-
west, also stopping Saturday 
in Pesotum to honor Senior 
Master Trooper Todd Antho-
ny Hanneken, and in Cham-
paign to honor Police Officer 
Chris Oberheim.

For more information, go to 
facebook.com/EOWRide.
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Lyn Stua, at center, is comforted by members of the End of Watch Ride to Remember after it arrived to the Bradley Police 
Department on Saturday to honor fallen Sgt. Marlene Rittmanic, wife to Stua, as part of the nonprofit Beyond the Call of Duty effort 
to raise awareness of first responders lost in the line of duty and support the families and communities of the fallen.

An attendee observes some of the 339 names of fallen officers 
from 2021 displayed on a 28-foot memorial trailer.

ABOVE: After placing a blue rose by her name, Lyn Stua 
touches the photo of her wife, fallen Bradley Police Sgt. Marlene 
Rittmanic, as the End of Watch Ride to Remember arrived to 
the Bradley Police Department on Saturday to honor Rittmanic. 
BELOW: Motorcycles traveling with the End of Watch Ride to 
Remember pay tribute.
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