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Jaziyah Jordan, 9, left, and Jayceon Jordan, 4, of Bourbonnais receive candy from Marcia Czerwionka at Bradley-Bourbonnais Rotary Club’s 
trunk-or-treat stand at Halloween Downtown Sunday in Kankakee.

Spooky good time in downtown Kankakee

Calvin “Superman” Schweitzer, 4, of Bourbonnais, picks out candy from 
the offerings of Melvina Calvin, left, and Michael Boyer of the Kankakee 
Police Department.

Families line up to take part in the trunk-or-treat portion of Halloween 
Downtown. The line extended around the block for much of the event.

Erin Marek, 2, of Kankakee shows off her candy haul from 
Halloween Downtown.
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KANKAKEE — Two Kankakee 
teenagers were shot and sustained 
non-life-threatening injuries follow-

ing a drive-by shoot-
ing at about 6 p.m. 
Friday, according to 
Kankakee police.

Kankakee Police 
Chief  Robin Pass-
water described the 
incident as part of  

an ongoing feud between a group of  
boys. He said the injured boys were 
targeted.

“This was not a random shooting. 
These two wounded [boys] have been 
involved in past shootings over the 
past three months,” Passwater said.

Friday’s shooting took place in the 
500 block of  South Myrtle Avenue in 
east Kankakee. The boys were on a 
porch when a vehicle drove past and 
fired at them, police said.

The teens were taken to a local 
hospital for treatment, according to 
police.

Kankakee police were working to 
identify the shooters late Friday.

2 teens 
wounded 
in drive-by 
shooting

There appears to be at least a 
flicker, a pulse and maybe a grow-
ing heartbeat when it comes to 
new home construction in Kankakee 
County.

During last week’s Bradley Village 
Board meeting, Bradley’s commu-

nity development 
director Bruce Page 
reported that with-
in the first nine 
months of  2021, 
t h e  v i l l a g e  h a d 
issued permits for 
29 new houses.

While this num-
ber may not blow 
someone’s socks 
off, it is an impres-
sive number con-
sidering the vil-
l a g e ’s  b u i l d i n g 
de par tment had 

issued a total of  30 in all of  2019 
and 2020.

In 2019, the village approved 
plans for 12 homes and then 18 in 
2020.

In Manteno, 23 house permits 
have been issued year-to-date in 
2021 versus 22 in 2020 and 11 in 
2019.

In Bourbonnais, 42 permits have 
been issued thus far in 2021 versus 
25 in 2020 and 21 in 2019.

“Housing is growing,” Page 
said. “There is great belief  in the 
stability of  Bradley for years to 
come.”

A pulse in 
new home 
construction?
Kankakee County 
sees uptick in 
residential building
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KANKAKEE — Riverside Med-
ical Center’s emergency room is 
headed for major surgery.

The west Kankakee hospital is 
in the early stages of  a 16-month, 
$14 million overhaul of  the 
18,500-square-foot department 

which cares for an estimated 
44,000 patients annually.

This will be the first major 
upgrade of  the emergency depart-
ment since 1992-93, noted Presi-
dent and CEO Phil Kambic during 
a recent tour of  the emergency 
department.

“Our goal is to continually 
advance patient safety and ensure 
our emergency room is meeting 
patient needs,” he said. “The 
modernization of  the emergen-
cy department will better serve 
our patients and staff  members, 
which in turn, will make for an 
overall better patient experience.”

The renovated ER is expected 
to be completed by January 2023. 
To keep the ER functioning, the 
reconstruction is divided into two 
phases. The first phase is expect-
ed to be completed by April 2022 
and the second phase will run 
from June 2022 to December 2022.

The department will remain 
open throughout the entire con-
struction process.

Christine Langellier, River-
side’s director of  emergency ser-
vices, said at least six hospitals 
were visited to gain insight as 
to how Riverside’s ER should be 
developed.

She noted the current design 
was “not the most efficient” due 
to the many additions made in 
recent years.

“Our main goal is maximizing 
our clinical space,” she said.

Some key aspects of  the remod-
eling project include:

Increased use of negative pressure: 
Negative pressure prevents air-
borne diseases, such as COVID-
19 or the flu, which can rapidly 
spread if  left unchecked, from 
escaping the space of  an infected 
patient.

Riverside begins $14 million ER rehab
Facility will remain 
open throughout  
16-month project
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