
© 2021 Kankakee Daily Journal Company, LLC.
All rights reserved.

INSIDE
Calendar of events will help
you plan your weekend. A5, B1 
Kankakee library sets
new Saturday hours. B2 
Gordon Electric Supply adds
inside sales representative. C4 

Voyageur Classic to 
raise funds for museum 
repair, maintenance A3
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Book your holiday party  

before November and receive  

15% your room rental!

V
al Jaenicke had a front-
row seat to the inner 
workings within the 

Kankakee Police Department 
for the past three decades, but 
don’t even think you can ask her 
for the inside story.

“Whatever happened in the police 
department, stayed in the police 
department. I never shared anything 
with anyone,” the just-retired admin-
istrative assistant to the chief  and the 
deputy chief  of  police flatly stated.

Jaenicke’s last day with the depart-
ment was July 9. She’s been back 
more than a few times helping her 
replacement, Elizabeth Jennings, get 
her feet on the ground. 

Those days back have likely served 
as some sort of  therapy for Jaenicke 
as she freely admits she’s left part of  
her life within the Donald E. Green 
Public Safety Center in downtown 
Kankakee.

Jaenicke began her city career on 
Oct. 1, 1990, in the police department’s 
records department under then-Chief  
Tim Nugent.

In 1993, she made her way further 

into the department — in the base-
ment of  the building — under Mike 
Kinkade, who was then patrol com-
mander, to handle nuisance abate-
ment paperwork.

She followed Kinkade as he was 
elevated to deputy chief  under then-
Chief  Bill Doster. She later became 
not only the administrative assistant 
for the assistant chief, but the chief  of  

police as well.
She had remained in that role ever 

since and has been helping handle 
administrative functions under a 
number of  chiefs and deputy chiefs.

Following Doster as chief, was 
Kinkade. Kinkade retired and was 
succeeded by Larry Regnier. After a 
brief  interim chief  tenure of  Robin 
Passwater, she served under Price 
Dumas, interim chief  Willie Hunt, 
then Frank Kosman and finally Pass-
water, following his promotion by 
Mayor Chris Curtis earlier this year.

It would be fair to describe Jaenicke 
as the one constant is a place of  seem-
ingly continuous personnel move-
ment.

She noted she also served under 
five mayors: Russell Johnson, Don-
ald Green, Nina Epstein, Chasity 
Wells-Armstrong and Curtis.

She is proud to say that she had no 
issues, conflicts or problems with any 
of  these figures and that includes the 
various deputy chiefs, investigation 
commanders and patrol commanders 
as well.

“They all had their own styles, but I 
didn’t have any problems with any of  
them,” she said.

She takes her nearly 31-year tenure 
within the city police department 
even one step further. 

“I always said that I had the best 
job in the building. I’ve been able to 
work with so many great people; I 
came to know hundreds of  officers 
and people. There was not too much 
of  a downside with this job.”

‘Best job in the building’
Val Jaenicke ends  
31-year P.D. career

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Val Jaenicke, longtime administrative assistant to the chief and the deputy chief of police at the Kankakee Police Department, retired last 
month after three decades at the desk.

Jaenicke reflects 
on police chiefs
Bill Doster — “Really intelligent. 
He had his own views on things. 
He didn’t mind doing things 
differently.”
Mike Kinkade — “Extremely in-
telligent. He worried about things 
all the time.”
Larry Regnier — “Very well 
organized. Never anything out 
of place. Very passionate about 
nuisance abatement.”
Price Dumas — “Quiet. Soft-spo-
ken. Got to know him when he 
was a patrolman. He treated me 
well.”
Frank Kosman — “Chief Kos-
man went by the book. He was 
extremely organized.”
Robin Passwater — “Best sense 
of humor of any chief. Great 
demeanor. Very intelligent. Very 
focused.”

KANKAKEE — COVID-19 trans-
mission in Kankakee County on 
Tuesday shifted from “moderate” 
to “substantial,” the second highest 
metric from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s COVID 
data tracker.

Areas with 1 to 49 cases per 
100,000 people are considered to 
have moderate transmission, while 
50 to 99 is substantial and 100 and 
above is high, according to the CDC. 

The Illinois Department of  Pub-
lic Health (IDPH) uses 50 cases per 
100,000 as a target threshold for 
counties to aim to stay under.

The data tracker showed Kanka-
kee County moving from 36 cases 
per 100,000 on July 24 to 50.06 on 
Tuesday, with Kankakee County 
Health Department administrator 
John Bevis saying there could be as 
many as 55.

All but six Illinois counties are 
rated as having substantial or high 
community transmission, accord-
ing to the data tracker.

“At this point, all I can say is our 
numbers just went up,” Bevis said.

He said he expects to receive calls 
today from parents and commu-
nity members anxious about the 
increased spread as school start 
dates approach.

Hospitalizations for COVID-19 
increased by over 13 percent from 
Sunday to Monday night while 
intensive care bed usage jumped  
15 percent, according to IDPH.

If  an area reaches substantial 
or high transmission, the CDC rec-
ommends vaccinated people wear 
masks indoors in public.

“We’re definitely going to have to 
look at that,” Bevis said.

Earlier this week, he said he was 
uncertain if  more mandates were 
to come but expected some kind of  
regulatory changes.

COVID-19 
back to 
‘substantial’ 
level here

CDC resources
To view the CDC’s COVID data 
tracker, visit covid.cdc.gov/
covid-data-tracker.
Find more information on the 
CDC’s recommendations for 
unvaccinated and vaccinated 
people at cdc.gov/coronavirus.
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Smaller cities across Illinois 
can now apply for their share of  
$742 million in federal taxpayer 

COVID-19 relief  funds the Congress 
approved earlier this year.

Cities with populations larger 
than 50,000 already received the first 
allotment of  their share of  $2.7 bil-
lion directly from the federal gov-
ernment. Chicago is getting most 
of  that.

The Illinois Municipal League 
notified smaller cities they can now 
apply through the Illinois Depart-
ment of  Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity.

IML Executive Director Brad 

Cole said it’s important for cities to 
act fast.

“They have to go online through 
the Department of  Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity, complete 
all the state-required bureaucratic 
steps that are necessary to get the 
funding and wait for the state to 
release the funds,” Cole said. “They 
have to have all of  that done by Sept. 
30.”

The funds are meant for certain 
things, like sewers, broadband or 
COVID-19-related expenses and 

other uses.
“Use the money for short-term 

economic stimulus that’s going to 
result in long-term benefit for their 
community,” Cole said.

IDES said in an information doc-
ument the state would also distrib-
ute any unclaimed funds to other 
smaller cities.

Cole said it’s not clear how that 
would be calculated.

“But we don’t want to have that 
question to answer because we want 
every community to complete their 

request, get it submitted by Sept. 
30, receive the funds as the Con-
gress and the president enacted and 
intended and put those dollars to 
use in their communities to help 
them recover from this pandemic,” 
Cole said.

A list of  how much money cities 
are in line for can be found at the 
DCEO website.

The first round of  payments is 
expected to go out in the first 10 

Smaller cities can now seek federal COVID-19 funds
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Kankakee County cases 
rising as statewide  
hospitalizations 
increase 13 percent

Across Illinois,  
communities can 
apply for share  
of $742 million
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