
T
he physical effects of  
COVID-19 may be falling 
into the rearview mirror, 

but that doesn’t mean the side 
effects of  the pandemic won’t con-
tinue to plague the region.

This impact, however, will have noth-
ing to do with the Kankakee County 
Health Department or Riverside Medi-
cal Center or AMITA Health St. Mary’s 
Hospital Kankakee. It will have every-
thing to do with people — most notably 
renters — being able to have a roof  over 
their heads.

It will be the result of  nationwide fed-
eral moratoriums on residential evic-
tions. The first was established as part 
of  the CARES Act and ran from March 
2020 to July 2020, though it remained 
valid until Aug. 23, 2020. On Sept. 4, 
2020, a new moratorium was put into 
effect by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol & Prevention. It was set to expire 
on Dec. 31, 2020, but has been continual-
ly extended. 

Now, after the Supreme Court decid-
ed to not make a change to the end date, 
the moratorium is set to expire on Sat-
urday, July 31 — though an 11th-hour 

attempt was underway Friday for 
another extension.

The eviction ban was said to be 
put in place to protect renters during 
the pandemic. It also sought to avoid 
overwhelming homeless shelters, 
which officials believed would have 
added to the increased spread of  
COVID-19.

After the multiple extensions, 
though, it has resulted in a massive 
amount of  unpaid rent due to landlords 
across the country.

LOCAL IMPACT
In  Kankakee alone,  the  total 

unpaid rent is  likely to exceed  
$3 million, said Barbi Brewer-Watson, 
Kankakee’s Economic and Community 
Development Agency director.

While Kankakee may be the hardest 
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Fair week
The festivities kick off Aug. 8. B1

Timeline: Federal eviction moratorium extended several times

Mass evictions 
on the horizon?

$3 million in unpaid 
rent due to Kankakee 
landlords alone

By the numbers

35
The number of eviction filings submitted  

in just over two days this week  
in Kankakee County

$47 billion
The amount of money Congress has  

allocated in assistance to help tenants 
pay off months of back rent. Only  

$3 billion has been distributed so far

6.4 million
Number of American households 

 behind on their rent at the end of March

3.6 million
Number of people in the U.S. who say 

they faced eviction in the next two 
months as of July 5. In Illinois, the  

number is more than 109,200

$26 billion
The amount of damages the National 
Apartment Association and several  
others are seeking through a federal 

lawsuit filed this week

95,000
The number of applications for rent  

assistance ($900 million total requested) 
that have been filed with the Illinois  

Housing Development Authority

In June, the Supreme Court said con-
gressional action would be needed to 
extend the federal eviction moratori-
um past July 31. On Thursday, Pres-
ident Joe Biden called on Congress 
to extend the moratorium to Dec. 31. 
Some on Capitol Hill were looking 
for a compromise of an October 
deadline. As of Friday afternoon, no 
legislative action had been taken and 
the moratorium appeared on track to 
expire Saturday barring some sort of 
last-minute action.

11th hour fight  
for an extension
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Sept. 1,  
2020

•
CDC issues 

temporary national 
moratorium on 

most evictions for 
nonpayment of 

rent with Dec. 31 
expiration date

March 27,  
2020

•
The CARES Act 

eviction moratorium 
began. It ended 

on July 24, 2020, 
though no evictions 
could be filed until 

Aug. 23, 2020.

December  
2020

•
Federal eviction 

moratorium 
extended through 

Jan. 31, 2021, as part 
of an emergency 
COVID-19 relief 

package

Jan. 29,  
2021
•

CDC 
extended the 
moratorium 

until March 31 
as a result of 
a presidential 

executive order

March 29,  
2021
•

The Biden 
administration 
extended the 
moratorium 
through June 

30, 2021.

June 24,  
2021
•

CDC extend-
ed deadline 
to July 31, 

announces  
it would be 

the last  
extension.

June 29,  
2021
•

Supreme Court 
refuses to lift the 
moratorium and 

said congressional 
action would be 

needed to extend 
its end date

July 29,  
2021
•

The Biden  
administration 
asks Congress  
to extend ban  
after saying  
he’d allow it  

to expire    

INSIDE TODAY’S EDITION:
Illinois hopes to avoid summer eviction surge: The end of 
tenant protections this summer has raised concerns that 
thousands of Illinois residents will be unable to afford their 
monthly rent and face eviction. Page A4
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KANKAKEE — A Kankakee 
man wounded during last week’s 
fatal shooting incident was charged 
Thursday with first-degree murder 
in Kankakee County court.

Lyn Love, 30, is 
facing 12 counts of  
murder and three 
counts  of  home 
invasion in the July 
23 shooting that left 
Rayshun D. Wil-
liams, 35, of  Kanka-
kee, dead, according 

to documents filed by the Kankakee 
County State’s Attorney office.

Love continues to be hospitalized 
with serious injuries. State’s Attor-
ney Jim Rowe said according to hos-
pital officials, Love will remain in the 
hospital another five to 10 days. Love 
is under 24-hour guard.

15 counts filed  
in fatal shooting 
in Kankakee
Defense claims 
incident was  
self-defense; judge 
sets $2 million bail
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KANKAKEE — T he volume 
of  recent teacher resignations in 
Kankakee School District 111 prompt-
ed questions from the school board 
about the reasons they are leaving, 
particularly from Kankakee High 
School.

Resignations approved during June 
and July board meetings have included 
17 high school teachers and one high 
school guidance counselor, among 
other teacher and staff  resignations. 
There were 312 FTE (full-time equiv-
alent) teachers in the district in 2020, 
with 96 of  those at Kankakee High 
School, according to Illinois Report 
Card data. There are 13 currently 
open positions at the high school with 
interviews pending, Superintendent 
Genevra Walters said.

By comparison, Bradley-Bour-
bonnais Community High School 
had two resignations approved at its 
July board meeting, neither of  whom 
were teachers, and it had eight resig-
nations approved in June, including 
two teachers. BBCHS had 118 FTE 
teachers in 2020, according to IRC 
data.

Number of 
resigning 
teachers 
questioned
Reasons cited as 
teacher shortage, staff 
moving out of state, and 
better pay elsewhere
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