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M
ore than 100 Bradley-Bour-
bonnais Community High 
School students took part 

in a protest outside the school Fri-
day morning prior to the start of  
classes.

Standing with a growing group of  stu-
dents along the West North Street in front 

of  the school around 7:30 a.m., a student 
with teal-colored handprints — the offi-
cial color for sexual harass-
ment awareness — painted 
on her body held a hand-made 
sign that read, “Honk if  you 
think BBCHS should be held 
accountable for allowing sexual 
assault.”

BBCHS student Lillie Deaton 
was among those gathered Friday morn-
ing in protest. She said the demonstration 
stemmed from students’ frustration with 
what she described as “being sexually 
harassed by students and staff.”  

“I think we’ve had enough. We are sick 
of  it,” Deaton said.

As the day and protests wore on, frus-

tration was also expressed by the school’s 
administration over the frantic pace in 

which rumors were spread-
ing on social media. In a let-
ter to parents, the district said 
all allegations brought to its 
attention were investigated and 
determined to be unfounded.

ALLEGATIONS INVESTIGATED
Principal Brian Wright told 

the Daily Journal that two weeks ago, a 
female student reported to a school admin-
istrator that she was sexually harassed by 
another student while in school.

He said the student’s claim was inves-
tigated, and the administration did not 
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KANKAKEE — The Kankakee 
County Health Department will not 
require its employees to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccination as a term of  
employment.

The move to mandate that the 
35-employee and a 
10-member contract-
ed contact tracing 
workforce to receive 
the vaccination by 
Nov. 4 — the drop-
dead date established 
by the department’s 
administration as 

part of  a proposed mandate — was 
unanimously rejected by the board at 
its Thursday meeting.

The vote denying the measure was 
6-0. Among the board members voting 
against the measure were three doc-
tors and a nurse practitioner.

Vaccine not 
required for 
health dept. 
employees
Board votes down 
proposal to put a 
mandate in place
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A national shortage of  bus drivers 
has plagued the start of  the school 

y e a r  f o r  m a n y 
school districts, 
including Herscher, 
where the super-
intendent ,  high 
school principal 
and cur riculum 

director are currently taking courses 
to get commercial driver’s licenses in 
case they need to pitch in.

Teachers, coaches, mechanics and 
custodians who already have CDLs 
have also been helping out when they 
can, Superintendent Rich Decman 
said.

“We are stretched to the limit,” he 
said. “We could use seven to eight 
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AROMA PARK — Mounting 
expenses, coupled with rising state 
requirements, have led to a major 
shift in policing within Aroma 
Park.

The village’s police department 
will likely cease operations on Nov. 
1 and turn over its law enforcement 
duties to the Kankakee County 
Sheriff ’s Department through an 
intergovernmental agreement.

At the village board meeting this 
week, trustees agreed by a 4-2 vote 
to disband the department, cur-
rently headed by Police Chief  Todd 
Navratil.

The move would not impact the 
Aroma Park Fire District as it’s a 
separate taxing district and is not 
under the umbrella of  the village 
board.

“This was a very hard decision,” 
Mayor Brian Stump said. “... We 
held off  on this decision as long 
as we could. This wasn’t personal. 
Chief  Navratil and his officers did 
their jobs very well.

“But I had to look at the long-term 
view. Everything I do I’m trying to 
look 10 years down the road.”

The view Stump said he saw is 
that the operation of  a department 
with an approximate budget of  

Aroma Park looks to eliminate its police department
Village board votes 
to turn duties over to 
sheriff department 
on contract basis
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“This was a very hard decision,” Aroma Park Mayor Brian Stump said of the 
move to eliminate the village’s police department. “... We held off on this 
decision as long as we could.” See POLICE, page A6
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Students, administration 
at odds at BBCHS
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BBCHS senior Lillie Deaton holds a sign toward traffic on North Street Friday morning as her peers cheer to honking cars during a student protest 
against alleged sexual harassment at the school. School officials say the allegations were investigated and determined to be unfounded.

INSIDE: Morning protests cause evening event cancellations. C1

Protesters allege sexual  
harassment; investigation  
determines it unfounded


