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KANKAKEE — Kankakee Com-
munity College is again offering an 
incentive to vaccinated students.

A free class in the spring 2022 
semester will be available to any stu-
dent that can present a valid COVID-
19 vaccination card, as long as they 
didn’t receive the same incentive 
offered last fall.

When previously offered, KCC 
President Michael Boyd said the free 
course offer is a “pretty substantial 
incentive” to encourage everyone 
who is eligible to receive a vaccina-
tion to do so.

“We certainly understand it is a 
personal choice, but we really want 
to share with students our under-
standing that vaccinations have an 
impact, and we are happy to provide 
that incentive,” he said previously.

The free class is offered as a tui-
tion credit at the time of  registration 
and has a maximum value of  $495. 
The offer applies only to tuition and 
basic fees of  $165 per credit hour. 
Additional fees (including lab fees, 
out-of-district fees and others) are 
not included. The college will not 
give any cash back, and it is offered 
to people who come in-person only.

BY GRACE KINNICUTT
Capitol News Illinois

As omicron surges across the 
state, Gov. JB Pritzker is warning 
that hospitalizations are about as 
high as they were last winter before 
vaccines were widely available. 

About 85 percent of  those hospital-
ized with COVID-19 across the state 
are unvaccinated.

“It is frustrating and tragic that 
two years into the pandemic, with 
multiple widely available and free, 
life-saving vaccines, that we are once 
again in this horrible position,” 
Pritzker said during a news confer-
ence in Chicago.

The Illinois Public Health Depart-
ment reported 6,294 people were 
hospitalized with COVID-19 as of  
Sunday, the most since the pandemic 
began. 

Dr. Ngozi Ezike, IDPH director, 
said an average of  550 people are 
being admitted to hospitals each 
day.

With hospital beds for other emer-
gencies “frighteningly limited,” 
Pritzker joined the Illinois Health 
and Hospital Association in urg-
ing health care providers to post-
pone non-emergency surgeries and  
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KANKAKEE — Citing body 
cam footage, Kankakee Coun-
ty State’s Attorney Jim Rowe 
revealed for the first time 
Wednesday that Bradley Police 
Sgt. Marlene Rittmanic and Offi-
cer Tyler Bailey had not unhol-
stered their weapons when they 

were shot on Dec. 29 at Comfort 
Inn in Bradley.

Rowe offered the new infor-
mation Wednesday in 
a Kankakee County 
courtroom where Dar-
ius D. Sullivan, 25, of  
Bourbonnais, appeared 
via video conferencing 
for a bond hearing.

“At the time Sullivan 
fired the fatal shots into 
Sgt. Rittmanic and life-threat-
ening shots into Officer Bailey, 
neither officer had unholstered 
their weapon. Their weapons 
were not drawn,” Rowe said 
during Sullivan’s hearing before 
Kankakee County Circuit Judge 
Kathy Bradshaw-Elliott.

Sullivan is facing first-de-
gree murder charges, attempted 
murder charges and aggravated 

battery discharging a 
firearm. Bradshaw-El-
liott denied bond for 
Sullivan.

Sullivan is charged 
with shooting Rittman-
ic and Bailey after they 
were called to the Com-
fort Inn in Bradley on 

Dec. 29 to check on a complaint 
of  barking dogs left in a vehicle.

Rittmanic later died at River-
side Medical Center, and Bailey 
remains in critical condition at 
a Chicago area hospital.
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BRADLEY — Bradley police 
officer Tyler Bailey remains in 
what was described as “stable, 
but in very critical condition” in 
a Chicago area hospital, Bradley 
Deputy Chief  Craig Anderson 
said Wednesday.

During a 35-minute late 
morning press conference in 
the Bradley Village Board room, 
Anderson said Bailey under-
went extensive surgery on 
Dec. 30, hours after he and Sgt. 
Marlene Rittmanic were shot 
while responding to a barking 
dog complaint late Dec. 29 at the 

Comfort Inn in Bradley.
Darius D. Sullivan, 25, of  

Bourbonnais, and Xandria Har-
ris, 26, of  Bradley, are facing 

charges of  murder and attempt-
ed murder in the incident.

No bail for second 
shooting suspect

Prosecution  
says officers  
never unholstered 
their weapons

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Darius Sullivan, who is facing charges in the shootings of two Bradley police officers, listens Wednesday during his bond hearing as Kankakee County 
State’s Attorney Jim Rowe gives a detailed account of what happened Dec. 29 as learned from Sgt. Marlene Rittmanic’s body cam footage. Sullivan will be 
held without bond until his Jan. 28 arraignment.
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Officer Bailey ‘continues to fight’ for life
Bradley deputy 
police chief says 
‘monsters and evil 
walk amongst us’

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Bradley Police Deputy Police Chief Craig Anderson speaks at a press 
conference Wednesday at the Bradley Village Hall in regards to last 
week’s shooting of two Bradley officers, fallen Sgt. Marlene Rittmanic 
and wounded Officer Tyler Bailey. Anderson shared statements from 
the families of both officers.
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Funeral procession 
route set for Friday
Illinois State Police have released the 
procession route that will follow the 
Friday morning funeral service for 
Bradley Police Sgt. Marlene Rittmanic.
The procession will depart from 
Hawkins Centennial Chapel at Olivet 
Nazarene University in Bourbonnais 
and end at Abraham Lincoln National 
Cemetery in Elwood, where a private 
graveside service is planned.
The public is encouraged to show 
support for the officers by lining the 
route, which will be as follows:
• Leave Hawkins Centennial Chapel 
immediately following Friday’s funeral 
services and first responder walk-
through at 10 a.m.
• Take University Avenue to South 
Main Street
• Turn right onto South Main Street
• Turn left onto Main Street NW
• Continue onto Illinois Route 102 
West
• Turn right onto Illinois Route 53 N/E 
Baltimore Street in Wilmington
• Continue to follow Illinois Route 53 
North
• Turn left onto West Hoff Road
• Continue on Hoff Road, which turns 
into Abraham Lincoln Boulevard

Funeral services for Bradley Police Sgt. 
Marlene Rittmanic will be 10 a.m. Friday 
in the Hawkins Centennial Chapel on 
the Olivet Nazarene University campus, 
One University Ave., Bourbonnais.
Visitation is planned for 2 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday in the chapel.

Funeral services
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