
BOURBONNAIS — The Bour-
bonnais Elementary School Board 
approved a back-to-school plan 
Tuesday, including specific proce-
dural plans for each school and a 
remote learning option for all stu-
dents.

The board also voted to change 
school hours to half  days for all 
grades and give Superintendent 
Adam Ehrman discretion to decide 
whether or not to go forward with 
an alternating schedule for seventh- 
and eighth-graders.

Under the alternating schedule, 
seventh- and eighth-graders would 
be divided into A and B groups 
based on alphabetical order; the 
two groups would attend school 
and learn from home every other 
day.

Students on the in-person sched-
ule in kindergarten through sixth 
grades will attend school five days 
per week.

All in-person students will have 
to complete some remote learning 
at home after school to make up the 
hours of  a full school day.

The fully-remote option will be 
open to all students regardless of  
medical necessity.

“Providing a choice for parents in 
this time of  panic and fear and con-
cern was a priority,” Ehrman said.

Schools also will be serving grab-
and-go lunches in light of  the half  
days.

Ehrman said he would be making 
the determination for seventh- and 
eighth-graders during administra-
tive meetings in the coming days 
in order to get information out to 
parents as soon as possible.

A special board of  education 
meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for Aug. 5 so the board can review 
the final plan before school starts 
Aug. 19.

The resolution approved Tuesday 
authorizes the superintendent to 
modify the plan to adhere to new 
guidance from state officials or 
agencies, such as the governor, the 
Illinois State Board of  Education or 
the Illinois Department of  Public 
Health.
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Athletic changes
Dwight has new AD, girls hoops coach

T
he Nov. 3 national general 
election will be unlike 
any before it, according 

to those who coordinate and tab-
ulate results and like everything 
else this year — COVID-19 is 
responsible.

The Kankakee County Clerk’s 
office will be mailing out 64,649 
requests this week for mail ballots for 
the general election. Registered vot-
ers should receive the request form by 
early next week.

All voters now have another decision 
to make when it comes to voting this 
fall. Not only must they decide who 
they will vote for, but they also must 
decide how they will cast their ballot.

Dan Hendrickson, Kankakee Coun-
ty Clerk, said this election will chal-
lenge those who coordinate them.

“Who knows what COVID-19 may 
be like in 100 days,” he said late last 
week. 

Ballot requests 
on way to voters
66,649 county ballots 
to be mailed this week
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A Kankakee County voter cast a ballot at the Kankakee County Health Department precinct in Kankakee during the March primary. 
It is believed fewer voters will be voting at public polling places in the November election, as more opt for the use of voting by mail.
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Two additional deaths, which 
had complications associated with 
COVID-19, have been reported 
by the Kankakee County Health 
Department.

The two latest deaths, which 
occurred Sunday, bring the Kanka-
kee County total to 65.

The two deaths were also the first 

deaths associated with the COVID-
19 virus since June 26, said John 
Bevis, health department admin-
istrator.

The one-month separation 
between COVID-19 related deaths 
had been the longest stretch with-
out the coronavirus death since the 
pandemic began in March.

There were no details regarding 
the deaths. Bevis said he was noti-
fied of  the deaths Monday.

“We certainly had a nice lull, but 
we will have more,” he said.

Bevis said it is his hope that get-
ting information to the public on 

the importance of  wearing a mask, 
social distancing, washing hands 
and avoiding large gatherings has 
had an effect on the virus’s infec-
tion rate.

“With a month having passed 
without a death, were we in the eye 
of  the storm? I hope not,” he said.

Bevis said the general public has 
traveled quite a distance since the 
virus began making its presence 
known locally in mid-March. He 
notices a much greater number of  
people taking the precautions. 

2 new COVID-19 deaths reported in Kankakee County
Total stands at 65
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choice for parents 

in this time of 
panic and fear and 

concern was  
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