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T he pandemic that’s 
wreaked havoc on peo-
ple’s lives has had a 

positive impact on the lives of  
homeless cats and dogs.

Since Illinois’ stay-at-home order 
was put in place, local shelters have 
been clearing out adoptable animals 
at a faster rate, and reports of  stray 
dogs in the area have been down.

Kankakee County Animal Control 
Director Kari Laird said the facility 
has fewer animals in its shelter and 
has been receiving fewer calls about 
strays, presumably because people are 
home and watching over their pets.

“We’re hoping the animals stay 
home and that we have a decrease in 
stray population overall,” she said. 
“That would be a dream.”

Laird said that when she started 
her position in December, the facility 
had about 49 cats and 27 dogs, which 
was nearly full. Currently, the facil-
ity has one cat, who is enjoying an 
entire room by himself, and roughly 
six or seven dogs. The number of  
dogs tends to fluctuate daily.

“Staff  said it’s the lowest amount 

of  animals they’ve seen in the shel-
ter,” she said.

The facility presently has no 
adoptable pets, and when strays 
come in and are not claimed, other 
animal rescue groups are in contact 
about taking them for adoptions.

Meanwhile, staff  have been able to 
focus on cleaning efforts and spending 
more time with individual animals.

“It’s been great having the low pop-
ulation,” Laird said. “I just hope peo-
ple are staying home and taking care 
of  their animals at this time.”

Laird said she believes people have 
been spending more time with their 
dogs indoors and taking them on 
more walks, so the dogs have had 
fewer chances to run away. Hopefully, 

people also will use this time to find 
and fix spots in fences where dogs 
had been escaping yards, she added.

Jordan Chapman, director of  the 
Kankakee County Humane Founda-
tion, said the shelter facilitated the 
adoptions of  30 dogs and five cats in 
March and is on track to meet those 
numbers again in April.

“We’ve adopted out half  of  our 
shelter since everything [started],” 
she said.

Interest in cat adoptions has been 
steadily increasing, she said. Before 
the pandemic, the shelter had rough-
ly 25 cats, compared to about eight 
currently.

Clearing the shelters
Pet adoptions on  
the rise during  
stay-at-home order
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Kankakee County Humane Foundation director Jordan Chapman sits with Pilot, a recent intake, at the rescue facility Friday. Chapman 
said the shelter facilitated the adoptions of 30 dogs and five cats in March and is on track to meet those numbers again in April. Pilot has 
an approved application. “We’ve adopted out half of our shelter since everything [started],” she said.

KANKAKEE — Ricky Rockets Fuel 
Center, a development proposed for the 
Interstate 57 interchange at East Court 
Street about four years ago, is back and is 
set to begin.

At tonight’s Kankakee City Council 

meeting, council members are expected 
to agree to a $2.2 million development 
agreement which will finally get the proj-
ect underway, according to sources.

Financing for the project is being 
sought by the developer, a person with 
insight on the project noted.

If  all goes as expected, the 7th Ward 

project — at the site of  the former Kmart 
store immediately east of  I-57 and across 
the street from the LaBeau Brothers 
truck dealership — will begin being built 
by mid-2020. According to the develop-
ment agreement proposed at last week’s 
Budget Committee meeting, the project 
is to be completed by the first quarter of  
2021.

The development was first announced 
in 2016. However, shortly after some ini-
tial site work was started, the project has 
been on hold.

The development will consist of  the 
Ricky Rockets Fuel Center, convenience 
store, car wash and restaurant. A restau-
rant operator has not been announced.

Ricky Rockets project back in play
City council will consider 
development agreement 
at tonight’s meeting
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The site of the former Kmart building on East Court Street 
in Kankakee may soon be under development for the long-
awaited Ricky Rockets Fuel Center.

Meeting livestream
While stay-at-home restrictions remain 
in place, the Kankakee City Council con-
tinues to forgo in-person attendance by 
the public. Tonight’s 7 p.m. meeting can 
be viewed online at citykankakee-il.gov/
chambervideo.php
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KANKAKEE — Three Immigra-
tion Customs Enforcement detainees 
who were being held at the Jerome 
Combs Detention Center in Kankakee 
were granted their release earlier this 
month by federal judges.

The three men were released 
because they faced severe risk them-
selves or are caretakers for individu-
als at high risk as the COVID-19 virus 
spreads through Illinois, according to 
the National Immigrant Justice Cen-
ter (NIJC).

The NJIC and attorney Sidley Aus-
tin filed lawsuits earlier this month in 
the U.S. District Court for the Central 
District of  Illinois in Urbana against 
the Jerome Combs Detention Center.

Within 24 hours of  one filing, the 
federal court ordered the first of  the 
group to be released.

“Under the conditions our clients 
have described, it is not a question of  
if, but when, a staff  member or immi-
grant at Jerome Combs Detention 
Center will contract COVID-19,” NIJC 
attorney Kate Melloy Goettel said in a 
news release.

“Once it arrives, as we’ve seen at 
other Illinois jails, it will be nearly 
impossible to contain.”

Attorney Michelle Ramirez said: 
“These civil detainees are being held 
in a county jail while they await adju-
dication of  their viable legal claims for 
immigration relief. The imminent and 
serious threat of  COVID-19 spreading 
in our jails makes their continued 
detention dangerous,” she said.

The individuals represented in the 
lawsuits are: Juan Manuel Hernan-
dez, Delome Johannes Faviand and an 
18-year-old man, whose name was not 
released.

3 ICE 
detainees 
released 
from jail
Federal lawsuits filed 
against Jerome Combs 
Detention Center

“When this first 
started, advocates 

for ICE detainees and 
advocates for other 

inmates used this just 
as an excuse to get 
clients out of jail.”
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Kankakee County Humane Foundation kennel assistant Mariah Rodgers checks 
on dogs in kennels Friday, when just nine of the rescue’s 18 kennels were filled 
ahead of taking in more animals from Southern Illinois this week.
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