Local restaurants offer carryout feasts this Thanksgiving
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Officials warn to rethink holiday travel plans as hospitalizations increase
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Doorbell
cameras
can aid
police

It’s beginning to look
a lot like Christmas

Residents in selected
areas may take part
in new program
BY LEE
PROVOST
lprovost@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3364
KANKAKEE — Kankakee police
could enlist residential doorbell security cameras as an aid in the fight
against crime and private donations
will be used to help residents purchase
these devices.
At Monday’s Kankakee City Council meeting a resolution establishing
a private security camera incentive
program was unanimously approved.
The program will reimburse a resident up to $100 for the purchase of
a doorbell camera. The owner would
have to fund other expenses associated with the camera system.
The thought behind the program is
that police could access potential footage from one of these cameras to help
gather information regarding a crime
in the area.
The city has designated 10 Police
Service Areas where doorbell cameras
are being sought to help with crime.
These areas have had the most difficulty in dealing with shots fired and
weapons issues.

See CAMERA, page A3

COVID-19
outbreak puts
Herscher on
full remote
School district had
over 300 quarantined
when another 100+
became possible
BY STEPHANIE
MARKHAM
smarkham@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3330
HERSCHER — Herscher School
District is switching all of its schools
to remote learning until Nov. 30 in
light of a recent surge in COVID-19
cases reported among students and
staff.
Superintendent Rich Decman said
that over the past two weeks, the district has experienced three times
as many positive cases as it has the
entire school year.
Updated numbers weren’t immediately available Monday, but Decman
said that as of Friday, there had been
a total of 15 reported staff cases and 44
reported student cases.
Additional reports were called in
over the weekend from parents at
Bonfield Grade School and Limestone
Middle School informing the district
that the student or a family member
had tested positive. At least seven
more positive staff cases were also
called in over the weekend.
As of Friday, 260 students and 44
faculty members throughout the
district were already in quarantine
due to close contact.
“[School nurses] thought we were
going to have to quarantine at least

See HERSCHER, page A3
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A Kankakee Department of Public Works employee attaches a seasons greetings banner to a light pole along South Schuyler Avenue Friday
as the city prepares for the holidays.

BOURBONNAIS

Vote on sale of village’s wastewater plant coming
Officials say most
will see a decrease
in monthly bills
BY JEFF
BONTY
jbonty@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3366
BOURBONNAIS — The discussion of the proposed sale of the village of Bourbonnais’ wastewater
treatment system to Aqua Illinois
continued at the village’s regular
board meeting on Monday.
Trustees heard the first reading of the ordinance allowing for
the sale to Aqua Illinois for $32.1
million. The trustees will vote on

whether or not to approve the sale
at their Dec. 7 meeting.
Officials from the village and
Aqua have been in discussions for
the last year. If trustees approve
the sale, approval from the Illinois
Commerce Commission would
still be needed.
“Aqua values our existing partnership with the village and looks
forward to any opportunity to
further serve the residents and
businesses of Bourbonnais,” Aqua
Illinois President Craig Blanchette
told the Daily Journal in October.
Currently, residents pay a flat
rate of $42 per month to the village
for sewer service. If Aqua were to
take ownership of the facility, it
would charge according to usage/
consumption by each resident.
“Most people will see a decrease,”
Mayor Paul Schore said. “Right now

with the flat rate, whether there
was a household of two people or a
household of six people, they were
both paying the same.”
Administrator Mike Van Mill
said selling the system would fortify the financial position of the
village. Funds would help improve
infrastructure, allow the village to
replace current sidewalks and add
sidewalks in heavy traffic areas
such as Career Center Road. Funds
would be made available to complete a proposed village-wide trail
system.
Some of the sale funds would
be used on the village’s proposed
Community Campus Plan, which
aims to upgrade the area around
the village’s municipal building/
community center.
“This would give the village
financial muscle for the future,”

Van Mill said.
If the village would keep the system, Van Mill said an estimated
$9 million to $12 million needed to
rehab it would fall on the village’s
shoulders.
Van Mill said the sale to Aqua
would allow the village to offer a 25
percent property tax rebate to residents. That would be $80 savings
for the owner of a home valued at
$200,000.
Fo r m e r f i n a n c e d i re c t o r
Michael Wolf said talks about selling the system to Aqua first came
up in 2011-12.
Wolf retired last year but works
as a consultant on projects for the
village.
“When we were looking at all the
alternatives, the sale of the system
made the most sense. It had the
most certainty,” Wolf said.

