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P
olice departments have 
used “WANTED” post-
ers for generations. The 

posters were designed to inform 
the public about criminals on 
the lam. They featured a picture 
of  the alleged offender, the sus-
pect’s age, as well as the crime 
committed.

The posters local police depart-
ments — as well as those throughout 
the United States — are likely to dis-
tribute now would have the image 
of  a Ford Explorer, perhaps a Chevy 
Tahoe.

What police departments are hav-
ing trouble capturing today are police 
vehicles, for which there is a nation-
wide shortage.

The shortage can be traced back 
to 2020, when pandemic restrictions 
and closures caused vehicle manu-
facturers to order fewer microchips, 
hundreds of  which are used in a sin-
gle vehicle. In the meantime, demand 
for consumer electronics increased, 
and chip manufacturers responded 
by switching production, according 
to industry reports.

How many vehicle orders have 
gone unfilled is not known, but there 
is no question the number would be 
in the thousands.

The Kankakee Police Department 

placed an order for seven Explorers a 
year ago. To date, they have received 
one, said Police Chief  Robin Passwa-
ter. In mid May, he will put in another 
order for four more.

When those could arrive is any-
one’s guess.

“Never in the past have we faced 
an issue like this,” Passwater said. 
“In the past, we were able to tell them 
what we needed and, in a few months, 
you got them. It was a normal trans-
action.”

If  anything has been learned with-
in the past couple years, it may be 
there is no such thing as “normal” 
any longer.

So why order a vehicle that may not 
arrive?

Simple, Passwater said.
“You have to get on the list. If  

you’re not on the list, your depart-
ment will never get them,” he said.

Pandemic-related supply  
chain issues have 
arrested production
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Kankakee Police patrolwoman Jackie Mendez approaches her squad car during her shift Tuesday. Public safety departments across the 
county, including the Kankakee Police Department, are searching for new vehicles to replace the aging ones in their fleets.
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The salary for the Kankakee 
County sheriff  will substantially 
increase later this year due to a state 
law that was passed by the legisla-
ture on April 19. The new law was 

revealed during 
Wednesday’s 
County Board 
Finance Com-
mittee meeting 
at the county 
administration 
building.

The state law 
says  that  the 
salary for the 
sheriff  of  a non-
home rule coun-
ty shall not be 
less than 80% of  

the salary set for the state’s attor-
ney. In doing so, the state will fur-
nish about 66% of  the total salary to 
be paid to a sheriff.

Currently, Kankakee County 
Sheriff  Mike Downey’s salary is 
$105,055. The current salary for 
Kankakee County State’s Attorney 
Jim Rowe is $183,434. Based on those 
numbers, the new salary for the 
sheriff  will increase to $146,747, 
of  which the state will reimburse 
$97,832. The county will be responsi-
ble for the remaining $48,915.

That will be a reduction in salary 
expense to the county general fund 
of  $56,139.

However, the new state’s attorney 
salary is set on July 1 of  each year, 
so those exact numbers will change 
slightly. There are a couple quirks in 
setting the future salary.

“The statute is effective imme-
diately,” said Anita Speckman, 
Kankakee county administrator. 
“Yet the [Illinois] Constitution says 
that any increase or decrease in the 

New law 
increases 
sheriff ’s 
salary
Legislation changes 
way compensation  
rate is calculated

ARPA funds
During its meeting Wednesday, 
the Kankakee County Board 
finance committee also gave 
preliminary approval of Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act funds for 
the following:
• Kankakee County State’s 
Attorney’s office, $68,000 for 
digitization of files.
• Wright in Kankakee, $10,000 
for air conditioning replace-
ment (paid on reimbursement).
• Kankakee Eastside Junior 
Football League, $5,000 for 
providing cultural and rec-
reational activities, youth 
empowerment program, 
transportation, uniforms and 
equipment.
• Kankakee Regional Land Bank 
in Kankakee, $20,000 for seed 
money to assist with legal fees.
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From Hollywood and beyond, 
many have been engrossed in the 
ongoing trial of  Johnny Depp and 
Amber Heard.

A libel lawsuit has Depp accus-
ing Heard of  defamation as a result 
of  Heard’s 2018 newspaper op-ed 
claiming she endured sexual and 
physical assault during their two-
year marriage.

Following Heard’s initial claims, 
the 36-year-old “Aquaman” actor 
was embraced as a “survivor” of  

domestic violence. In her Washing-
ton Post op-ed, she refers to herself  
as a “public figure representing 
domestic abuse.”

Depp, 58, took the stand April 19 
and media outlets have been cov-
ering every moment of  the trial. 
On April 20, a voice recording 
played for the court where Heard 

admits to having hit Depp — fur-
ther fueling his claims that he 
was, in fact, the spouse who had 
suffered abuse.

With something as complicated 
and “he-said, she-said” regarding 
domestic violence, it begs the ques-
tion of: how does this trial impact 
survivors of  physical and sexual 
abuse?

Jenny Schoenwetter, executive 
director of  Harbor House — which 
specializes in helping survivors of  
domestic violence — and Tracey 
Noe-Slach and Kristin Giacchino, 
executive director and communi-
ty engagement specialist, respec-
tively, for Clove Alliance — which 
specializes in helping survivors 
of  sexual violence — shared their 
thoughts on the subject.

Is the high-profile trial of Depp/Heard a trigger for victims?
Harbor House,  
Clove Alliance talk 
impact on survivors

Upcoming event
This month is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month. Clove 
Alliance is wrapping up the 
month’s awareness campaign 
with the annual Walk A Mile In 
Her Shoes.
WHAT: 14th annual “Walk A 
Mile In Her Shoes”
WHEN: 11 a.m. Friday
WHERE: Registration begins at 
11 a.m. at the Kankakee Valley 
Park District RecCenter, 150 N. 
Indiana Ave., Kankakee. The 
walk will begin at noon outside 
of the courthouse.
Register online at  
clovealliance.square.site.

Johnny Depp and Amber Heard
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