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Gas prices cause IHSA
to revert football
playoff changes C1

A new era
for Rood
St. Anne 8-man
football set for 2023
BY MASON
SCHWEIZER
mschweizer@
daily-journal.com
815-929-5415
ST. ANNE — Alan Rood, who was
tabbed last spring as the replacement
at Bishop McNamara Catholic High
School for the legendary football coach
Rich Zinanni, is now the new football
coach at a school a few miles southeast
of Brookmont Boulevard.
Ro o d , wh o a l s o
taught physical education and health and
was the McNamara
middle school athletic
director, was officially hired Tuesday as a
physical education,
health and driver’s
Rood
education teacher at
St. Anne Community High School at the district’s board
meeting.
Rood was also named as the head
coach for the football program that
will return as a member of the Illinois
8-Man Football Association in 2023-24
after more than a 40-year hiatus.
“It’s a new opportunity, and I just
want to help St. Anne and the community enjoy the game of football,” Rood
said. “That’s what it’s about — giving
people that opportunity to love football
and Friday nights like they did back in
the day.”
The program will come back after
last playing in 1978-79. The Cardinals
will play in the I8FA, an IHSA-recognized league for smaller schools that
offer 8-man football as opposed to the
traditional 11-man game.
Assistant principal and soon-tobe-appointed athletic director Ben
O’Brien also noted the thrill in the St.
Anne community behind the return
of gridiron action to a school that has
seen co-op football, most recently with
Watseka, but has not had the chance to
cheer on their own beloved Cardinals
for more than a generation.

See ROOD, page A3

AC underway
at BBCHS
BY STEPHANIE
MARKHAM
smarkham@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3330
BRADLEY — The HVAC and air
quality improvement project at Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High
School is underway and progressing
on schedule, according to an update
presented during Monday’s school
board meeting.
Work taking place this summer
includes installing a new rooftop unit
for heating and cooling in the school’s
east wing.
The east wing is the oldest part of
the building and includes first- and second- floor classrooms situated between
the main gym and the east gym.
This work is expected to be done
before school resumes in the fall.
The entire project to fully air condition the building is planned to take
multiple phases extending through
summer 2025.
The total cost for summer 2022 work
is about $3.9 million, and work slated

See BBCHS, page A3
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Speedway kicks off
DIRTcar Summer Nationals

BY TIFFANY
BLANCHETTE
tblanchette@
daily-journal.com

Pro late model drivers get into starting positions for heat races as
attendees watch along the track Tuesday during the DIRTcar Summer
Nationals 2022 Hell Tour kickoff event at the Kankakee County
Speedway. See today's sports section for a recap of the hot action on an
equally warm evening in Kankakee.
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Downtown alcohol sales are now restricted
BY LEE
PROVOST
lprovost@
daily-journal.com
815-937-3364
KANKAKEE — In an effort to
curb growing issues with public
consumption of alcohol and related issues in downtown Kankakee,
an ordinance went into effect this
week.
Approved by the Kankakee City
Council on June 6, the law restricts
the sale of single-serve containers
of beer, liquor or wine at a pair of
downtown area liquor stores.
The thought behind this initiative is if the sale of a single-serve
containers is banned, the improper and/or illegal behaviors of
those who purchase the beverages
will be lessened.
Within the past approximate
year, the downtown area has had
more than 900 calls for service.
Many of the calls generated from
issues stemming from consumption of alcohol.
Second Ward Alderman David
Baron, whose district includes the
bulk of the downtown area, said
this has been a growing problem
and issues such as public drunkenness and other associated issues
have caused increased concerns.
The law is not citywide. It deals
largely with the downtown area,
which is comprised of the special
Kankakee Development Corporation district.
Within the district, there are two
liquor stores — Key City Liquors,
321 S. Schuyler Ave., and Liquor
Lot, 370 S. Schuyler Ave. The law
does not pertain to bars.
“In the downtown area we are
witnessing higher levels of public
drunkenness, public urination, littering,” said 2nd Ward Alderman
David Baron. Baron said this has
been a long-running issue and the
time has come to take an additional step to bring it under control.
Baron said liquor store operators questioned why this ordinance was not being implemented
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A discarded alcoholic beverage can lays along East Station Street near South Schuyler Avenue in downtown
Kankakee.
across all of Kankakee and he said
the answer to that question is simple: the problem is mainly happening in the downtown area.

‘PROBLEM WILL STILL EXIST’
Baron said if the problem
becomes prevalent in other areas,
the law can be modified to include
those areas as well.
Pete Zachhani, owner of Liquor
Lot, said he understands what the
city is trying to accomplish, but
doesn’t believe this will have the
desired result.
He said the restriction should
have been citywide, rather than
isolating two stores.
“I don’t believe this will solve
the issue. I believe the problem
will still exist. I respect the city’s
decision,” he said. “... I understand
trying to keep the city clean.”
Zachhani said he would prefer
this law being applied equally

across the entire city.
Asked how much of Liquor
Lots’ total sales are made through
single-serve containers, Zachhani
estimated 30 to 40 percent.
“This will have a huge impact on
my business.” He said the future
of the store will be up in the air.
“We try to do whatever we can to
keep our area clean, but we can’t
stand outside all day,” he said.
The ordinances states:
• A single can or bottle of beer
or malt liquor in single-serve containers cannot be sold refrigerated
or cooled in any matter.
• A single container of wine,
other than sparkling water and/or
champagne, smaller than 10 fluid
ounces cannot be sold.
• A single container of alcoholic
liquid other than beer, malt liquor
or wine, in containers less than
6.4 ounces [typically airplane-type
bottles of alcohol] cannot be sold.

STORES, CUSTOMERS FACE FINES
Fines for store employees or
store operators will start at $250.
Repeated offenses could result
in more severe penalties. Those
caught drinking also will be fined,
beginning at $100 for the first
offense.
The rectangular area were this
restriction has been put into place
rests between East Avenue, Harrison Avenue, Hickory Street and
Locust Street.
Mayor Chris Curtis noted within the past year, this downtown
area had some 900 calls for police
service. Many of those calls came
from what Curtis described as
“nuisance” calls, meaning drunkenness, loitering, public urination,
littering.
“We are finding people buy this
single-serve beverage and they

See ALCOHOL, page A3

