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Newsome to pass torch  
as ONU athletic director 
Mike Conway to take the helm in June C1

Kankakee County 
increases salaries for 
elected positions  A3

A lmost as soon as the need 
arose for protective face 
masks, people started dust-

ing off  their sewing kits and thread-
ing their needles.

While surgical and N95 respirator masks 
are in short supply and needed by medical 
workers, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends others cover their 
faces with a scarf  or homemade fabric mask 
when in public to limit the spread of  corona-
virus.

Facebook groups dedicated to the cause 
have sprung up in communities all over the 
country, including Kankakee Mask Makers II 
in Kankakee County. Instructions on crafting 
homemade masks are widely available online.

One of  the most recent efforts comes from 
Kankakee School District 111 families who are 
crafting cloth face masks in their school col-
ors for donation around the community.

Bill Yohnka, community engagement spe-

cialist for the district, has been delivering 
materials to families who have volunteered to 
cut and/or sew materials. He just picked up 
his first batch of  finished masks on Monday.

“It really helps us all when we can’t be 
together, feel together on a project,” Yohnka 
said.

The finished products are red and blue cloth 
masks with the school district logo printed on 
the corner.

School officials thought of  the idea to get 
families in the district involved with local 
mask making efforts, and Yohnka agreed to 
facilitate the project.

Team spirit
Kankakee students, 
families join local  
mask making efforts
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Kankakee School District’s community engagement specialist Bill Yohnka prepares to distribute a bag of cut materials for masks to a 
“sewing home” in Kankakee. Students in the district have volunteered to take bulk materials, delivered by Yohnka and his son, Sam, and 
cut them following the pattern used for masks. Yohnka then picks up the cut materials and delivers them to a volunteer that will sew the 
masks for donation to the community.

Get involved
Even if you aren’t savvy with a sewing 
machine, organizers say there’s ways to 
get involved.
• Got any quarter-inch elastic sitting 
around in drawers? It’s a material that’s 
in short supply right now and one 
needed for the project.
• Volunteers can cut materials and pair 
up with a sew-savvy friend or neighbor.
Those interested in participating can 
email Yohnka at william-yohnka@
ksd111.org.

BY REBECCA ANZEL
Capitol News Illinois

The Illinois Department of  Public 
Health on Wednesday reported an 
increase of  1,346 confirmed cases 
in Illinois in the previous 24 hours, 
bringing the total of  24,593 in the 
state. Residents in 89 counties are 
affected.

There were 80 additional virus-re-
lated deaths in 12 counties over that 
same time, bringing the state’s total 
fatality count to 948.

Dr. Ngozi Ezike, the department’s 
director, said “community mitiga-
tion strategies” such as washing 
hands frequently, cleaning common-
ly used items, wearing a mask when 
outside and social distancing are 
contributing to a “slowed rate of  
increase.”

Gov. Pritzer  
mulling mask 
mandate
His administration is  
still considering whether 
to lift or extend  
stay-at-home order

State cases
• 1,346 new confirmed cases 
Wednesday
• 24,593 cases total
• 89 counties reporting cases
• 80 new deaths reported 
Wednesday, bringing the state’s 
total fatality count to 948

BY STEPHANIE MARKHAM
smarkham@ 
daily-journal.com
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KANKAKEE — Medical per-
sonnel from the Illinois National 
Guard have been assigned to assist 
at Shapiro Developmental Center.

The facility has recorded 42 per-

cent of  Kankakee County’s 244 
confirmed cases of  COVID-19. As 
of  Wednesday, 78 residents and 25 
staff  have tested positive, accord-
ing to Illinois Department of  
Human Services, which operates 
the facility for individuals with 

intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities. The center’s 1,195-person 
staff  cares for 478 residents.

“We asked the National Guard 
to come in to help us take tempera-
tures at our temperature checks 
for staff,” IDPH communications 
director Meghan Powers said in an 
email to the Daily Journal.

“This will allow our direct care 
staff  who had been working at the 

temperature checks to go back to 
providing care for our residents.”

Gov. JB Pritzker’s disaster proc-
lamation on March 9 authorized 
Army and Air National Guard 
soldiers to help with the state’s 
response to COVID-19. Since then, 
soldiers have been providing civil, 
medical and logistical assistance, 
including engineering and HVAC 
duties.

National Guard personnel assisting at Shapiro
Facility accounts for over 40 percent  
of county’s total COVID-19 cases
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Riverside Healthcare is report-
ing that 17 residents of  its Miller 
Healthcare have tested positive 
with COVID-19, according to a press 
release from the Kankakee County 
Health Department.

The infected residents are in isola-
tion in the building’s newly convert-
ed negative pressure hall. A negative 
pressure area dispels the air to the 
outside rather than recirculating it 
throughout that area, which helps 
eliminate potential spread of  illness.

All residents have been proactive-
ly tested so that they can be properly 
isolated, the press release said. Fam-
ily members of  residents were noti-
fied of  the testing by Miller staff.

The facility will soon have the 
capacity for 55 residents to be placed 
in negative pressure isolation if  
needed. All staff  at Miller continue 
to follow strict protocols for their 
protection and that of  the residents, 
Riverside President and CEO Phil 
Kambic said in the press release.

17 cases 
reported 
at Miller 
Infected residents 
in Riverside facility’s 
newly converted 
isolation area
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