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The Heritage Prairie Solar Farm, which 
will be built on 3,700 acres of  leased farmland 
near Essex in western Kankakee County, 
got its approval from the Kankakee County 
Board at Wednesday’s board meeting.

The Board voted 22-1 to give the 300-mega-
watt Heritage Prairie Solar Farm, a joint ven-
ture from Houston, Texas-based Connect Gen 
and Pattern Energy, its final zoning approval.

Board member Larry Kerkstra voted 
against, as he was concerned about if  all cer-
tified and qualified workers and trades will be 
represented on the project.
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BOURBONNAIS — The village of  Bourbon-
nais will host the third annual Holiday Homes 
& Holly Jolly Lighting Contest. The communi-
ty event encourages outdoor festive lighting 
and decorations during the holiday season.

An online map of  all entry addresses will 
be available for public viewing Dec. 4-25.

Returning this year is the option to choose 
participation solely as a Holiday Home on the 
tour or be additionally included in the Holly 
Jolly Lighting Contest.

Residents will have a chance to win in tra-
ditional and people’s choice categories. The 
Holiday Homes & Holly Jolly Lighting Con-
test is open to all village of  Bourbonnais res-
idents and free to participate. Registration is 
now open until 4:30 p.m. Nov. 29.

“The village’s lighting contest is a free 
and fun way for families to experience the 
holidays in Bourbonnais,” said Mayor Paul 
Schore in a news release. “This is a festive 
event for all of  Kankakee County to enjoy.”

Lindy Casey, marketing and public engage-
ment manager for the village, added that the 
2021 online map was viewed almost 34,000 
times during the holiday season and over 
4,000 people’s choice votes were tallied.

Official judging will take place in the tra-
ditional category. People’s choice voting will 
take place via the village of  Bourbonnais’ 
Facebook page Dec. 4-18. All winners will be 
notified and announced.

Registration forms are available at the vil-
lage of  Bourbonnais’ administration office, 600 
Main St. NW, during business hours of  8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, or can be 
downloaded at villageofbourbonnais.com.
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Sean Cisco, of Bradley, takes a video of a mouse race during the sixth annual Great Mouse Race hosted by the River Valley Special 
Recreation Association, Saturday night at the Knights of Columbus in Kankakee.

A crowd gathers at the Winner’s Wheel to watch a mouse run to a number during the 
sixth annual Great Mouse Race, hosted by the River Valley Special Recreation Association 
Saturday night at the Knights of Columbus in Kankakee.

A mouse runs to a number on the Winner’s Wheel 
during the sixth annual fundraising event held by the 
River Valley Special Recreation Association Saturday 
night at the Knights of Columbus in Kankakee.
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The Great Mouse Race returned for its 

sixth annual event for the River Valley Spe-
cial Recreation Association Saturday night 
at the Knights of  Columbus in Kankakee.

KANKAKEE — Arguments 
will be heard Dec. 7 in a civil law-
suit in Kankakee County filed by 
58 Illinois counties regarding the 
legality of  the Safety, Account-
ability, Fairness and Equity-To-
day Act, or SAFE-T Act.

The SAFE-T Act was signed 
into law by Illinois Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker in February 2021.

A crucial part of  the bill, the 
Pretrial Fairness Act, will go 
into effect Jan. 1, 2023.

This section has drawn criti-
cism from law enforcement and 
state’s attorneys for the elimi-
nation of  cash bail and rules on 
how suspects are detained.

On Oct .  31 ,  the  I l l inois 
Supreme Court ordered all 
SAFE-T Act civil lawsuits pend-
ing across Illinois be consoli-
dated into the Circuit Court of  

Kankakee County.
The court’s order consolidated 

58 counties’ civil lawsuits against 
the state of  Illinois asking that 
HB3653, the “SAFE-T Act,” be 
declared unconstitutional.

Kankakee County’s  case 
became the lead case statewide.

Chief  judge of  the 21st Cir-
cuit, Tom Cunnington, will hear 
the case, according to Kankakee 
County online records.

After hearing arguments, he 
will make his decision on or prior 
to Dec. 15, Kankakee County 
State’s Attorney Jim Rowe said.

Rowe filed his civil lawsuit in 
Kankakee County Circuit Court 
on Sept. 16. Kankakee County was 
the first to file against the state.

He filed the same day Will 
County State’s Attorney James 
Glasgow filed a similar civil law-
suit in Will County.

The lawsuit is brought against 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker, Illinois Attor-
ney General Kwame Raoul, 
House Speaker Emanuel Chris-
topher Welch, and Senate Pres-
ident Don Harmon in their offi-
cial capacities.

Rowe and Glasgow are both 
Democrats.

Rowe’s lawsuit seeks a per-
manent injunction based upon 
claims the SAFE-T Act violates 
the Illinois Constitution; violates 

the single-subject law; violates 
separation of  powers; is uncon-
stitutionally vague; and violates 
the three-readings requirement.

The Supreme Court named 
Rowe, Glasgow and the state’s 
attorneys of  Kendall, Vermilion, 
Sangamon and McHenry coun-
ties as the lead counsel.

VIOLATES STATE CONSTITUTION
Rowe, the Kankakee County 

state’s attorney since Decem-
ber 2016, noted when the law-
suit was filed in September that 
every previous amendment to 
the state’s constitution has been 
accomplished by referendum 
vote of  the people.

Amendments to the current 
bail section of  the constitution 
were adopted by referendum 
vote in 1982, Rowe said.

In 2014,  voters approved 
amendments to the Victim’s 
Rights Act [Article 1, Section 
8.1], also by referendum vote of  
the people, he added.
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Solar farm 
gets OK from 
County Board

Bourbonnais 
to host holiday 
lighting contest
Third annual event 
shines for the season
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A home on Hilltop Drive lit up the village of 
Bourbonnais’ inaugural Holly Jolly Holiday 
Lighting Contest. The contest will return for the 
third consecutive year.
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SAFE-T Act hearing set for Dec. 7
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Kankakee County State’s Attorney 
Jim Rowe.
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Off to the races
RVSRA’s Great Mouse Race returns
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