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Decorations adorn a tree designed by the Kankakee Valley Garden Club on Wednesday as the Kankakee County Museum’s 43rd annual 
Gallery of Trees opened to the community. More than 30 trees, decorated by local nonprofit organizations, line the walls of the museum 
and will remain on display throughout the entire month of December with the exception of Dec. 24, 25 and 31.

Gallery of Trees returns to museum

If you go
WHAT: Gallery of Trees
WHERE: Kankakee County Museum, 801 S. 8th Ave., 
Kankakee
WHEN: Display is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 1 to 4 p.m. Saturdays and Sun-
days. Additionally, on Friday, Dec. 17, the museum will 
remain open until 7 p.m. for the annual hot chocolate 
and ugly sweater event.
COST: There is a suggested donation of $2 per person.
CONTACT: 815-932-5279
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If  you were a Kankakee River Val-
ley Potawatomi, how would you react 
to the Indian Removal Acts of  the 
1830s? Would you comply with or vio-
lently oppose your removal from the 
river valley? Would you stay and try 
to assimilate with the white settlers 
even though you had no personal 
rights?

These are the type of  life-changing 
decisions made throughout the com-
munity’s history that the Bourbon-
nais Grove Historical Society looks 
to bring to life via its new YouTube 
channel.

It will launch its channel with 
a series called “Local History 101: 
Making Life-Changing Decisions in 
the Kankakee River Valley.” These 
videos go beyond printed accounts 
by immersing the viewer in the 
gut-wrenching decision-making that 
was an integral, emotional part of  
our local history, the society said.

In episode 1, titled “Potawatomi 
Peril (to 1838),” the viewer will 
assume the  role  o f  an  1830s 
Potawatomi. A local Native Ameri-
can will lead the viewer through the 
story, and at the end of  the episode, 
viewers will learn how their com-
panion answered the Indian removal 
question.

Historians take 
to YouTube to 
bring past to life
Bourbonnais Grove 
Historical Society 
asks viewers to make 
historical decisions

KANKAKEE — Perhaps no toy 
is as associated with Christmas as 
a model train.

This season, for the 13th year, 
the Kankakee Model Railroad Club 
is again offering an HO car with a 

Kankakee history. Annual sales of  the 
cars are the club’s only fundraiser.

This year’s car celebrates JR 
Short Milling. Founded in 1910, 
Short Milling bought corn from 
area farmers and milled it into 
flour. Today, Short Milling is 
the largest domestic supplier of  
extruded snack pellets, which are 
the basis of  many snacks on store 
shelves; and is a global supplier to 
the food industry.

Railroad club unveils annual locally inspired model train
JR Short Milling featured in this year’s fundraiser
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For the 13th year, the Kankakee Model Railroad Club is offering an HO car 
with a Kankakee history. This year’s car celebrates JR Short Milling.
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BOURBONNAIS — The Village 
of  Bourbonnais has made its first 
moves toward allocating the village’s 
$2.6 million in American Rescue Plan 
Act funds.

During Wednesday’s village board 
finance committee meeting, trustees 
agreed to use $433,000 of  the village’s 
federal funding to pay Republic Ser-
vices for garbage collection. Earli-
er this year, the village agreed to a 
seven-year contract extension with 
Republic Services.

“Are we sure refuse falls under 
that?” trustee Jeff  Keast asked, refer-
ring to allowable uses of  the federal 
funding.

“We are,” finance director Tara 
Latz replied.

Mayor Paul Schore added, “We 
researched this thing. The dust has 
settled, and we are starting to know 
what we can do.”

At the meeting, trustees also 
agreed to allocate $8,200 to the Bour-
bonnais Township Fire Protection 
District to purchase a Lund Universi-
ty Cardiac Assist System, which is a 
device used for CPR.

Village OKs 
first round 
of COVID 
funding
Bourbonnais 
considers uses  
for $2.6 million  
in ARPA funding

See ARPA, page A3


