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SPRINGFIELD — Wil l  and 
Kankakee counties must lower their 
rolling COVID-19 test positivity rate 
by about one more percentage point 
before restrictions on economic 

activity can be lift-
ed, Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ke r  a n n o u n c e d 
T h u r s d ay  a t  a 
COVID-19 update 
in Chicago.

Those counties, 
which make up 
Region 7 of  the 

state’s reopening plan, had a 7.5 per-
cent seven-day average positivity 
rate as of  Monday, but it will need 
to decrease to 6.5 percent before 
coronavirus mitigations such as clo-
sures of  indoor dining and drinking 
at restaurants and bars can be lifted.

Further drop 
needed to undo 
new mitigations 
for Region 7
Indoor dining and  
bar service to  
remain prohibited
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KANKAKEE — If  Bradley’s rep-
resentative to the regional wastewa-
ter treatment facility board of  direc-
tors wants an in-depth, “forensic” 
audit completed on the agency, he is 
going to need to convince the utility 
board.

In a response to a public request 
for the audit by Bradley finance 
director Rob Romo, who sits on the 

seven-member 
Kankakee River 
Metropolitan 
Agency board to 
represent Bradley, 
Kankakee Mayor 
Chasity Wells-Arm-
strong said any 
information Romo 
and the vil lage 
would like is avail-
able. In addition to her mayoral posi-
tion, Wells-Armstrong also serves as 
KRMA board chairwoman.

“KRMA already undergoes an 
audit every year that is conducted 
by an independent accounting firm 
that is separate from KRMA’s day-to-
day accounting firm,” Wells-Arm-
strong wrote in her Sept. 3 response 
to Romo’s request made on Aug. 24. 
“The independent accounting firm 

used by KRMA has 
offices across the 
United States and 
ranks among the 
top 20 accounting 
firms in the nation. 
The annual audit is 
made immediately 
available to KRMA 
board members and 
is a document avail-
able to the public.”

The Daily Journal published a 
story on Aug. 25 based off  of  the 
report Romo presented to the Brad-
ley administration and trustees at 
its regular board meeting on Aug. 24.

In that story, Romo said the foren-
sic audit is needed. The Bradley Vil-
lage Board agreed. At that meeting 
the board gave Romo the go-ahead 
to begin interviewing potential 

accounting firms which could com-
plete the forensic accounting of  
KRMA. The audit, Romo said, could 
look at financial records dating back 
several years.

The cost of  an audit of  this type 
was not stated.

The village board plans to consid-
er a resolution at Monday’s village 
meeting authorizing the hiring of  
an accounting firm. Village leader-
ship noted they are prepared to take 
legal steps to have this done if  the 
KRMA board does not agree.

In the Daily Journal story, KRMA 
was described as a troubled agency 
because it’s under a cloud of  suspi-
cion due to the recent federal indict-
ment of  its former executive direc-
tor Richard Simms. 

KRMA board chair: In-depth, forensic audit not needed
Wells-Armstrong 
stands by  
audit reports 
completed annually

Romo Wells-
Armstrong
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BRADLEY — A 40-year employee 
of  the Village of  Bradley filed a civil 
lawsuit Wednesday in Kankakee 
County court against the village 
under the state of  Illinois’ Whis-

tleblower Act.
In the law-

suit, Jeff  Hack-
ley argues he 
was terminat-
ed after bring-
ing attention 
to a supervisor 

that a person arrested during the 
weekend of  April 10-12 was report-
edly COVID-19 positive.

Hackley, a retired police officer, 
was working as the department’s 
record clerk at the time.

Bradley Mayor Pro Tem Mike 
Watson told the Daily Journal 
Thursday he had not seen nor did he 
believe the village had been served 
the lawsuit. 

Lawsuit: 
Employee 
wrongfully 
terminated
Village accused 
of violating state’s 
whistleblower act
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T hree days after he turned 
17 years old in 1963, Mike 
McGowan left Manteno 

and followed in the footsteps of  
his older brother by joining the 
Navy.

“It seemed like the thing to do. The 
Navy was great,” McGowan recalled 
this week in a telephone interview 
with the Daily Journal.

It was the starting point for him 
to work in a career involving his life-
long passions of  skydiving and pho-
tography.

“I saw I could sign up for para-

chute rigging. It was a no-brainer,” 
McGowan said.

At the age of  18, McGowan made 
his first parachute jump from the 
Naval facility located at Lakehurst, 
N.J., in 1964.

Now more than 15,000 jumps later, 
the 73-year-old Arizona resident will 
be inducted into the International 
Skydiving Hall of  Fame. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the ceremony 
originally set for this October was 
postponed until April 24, 2021.

McGowan is one of  11 individuals 

Jumping for joy
Manteno native’s love 
for skydiving and 
photography lead to 
Hall of Fame induction

Courtesy Mike McGowan
Skydiver/photographer Mike McGowan snapped this picture during a skydive boogie in Richmond, Indiana, in 2000. The event is held 
annually and was started by skydiver Garth “Tag” Taggart. The event draws hundreds of jumpers.
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