
© 2021 Kankakee Daily Journal Company, LLC.
All rights reserved.

INSIDE
5 tips for fostering a successful
hybrid workplace. A6 
Rampell: Tough love  
on vaccines needed. A7 
Al Capone’s favorite
gun part of auction. B8 

DAILY-JOURNAL.COM   |  THE KANKAKEE VALLEY   |  MONDAY, AUGUST 30, 2021   |  $1.50

DAILY JOURNAL

A fun week at the Will County 
Fair in photos  A3

Herscher kicks off 
football season with 

win vs. Dunbar  B1

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1903

I n his first two months on the 
job, Bradley-Bourbonnais 
Community High School’s 

new superintendent Matt 
Vosberg hit the ground running 
with planning for the 2021-22 
school year.

When school started a couple of  
weeks ago, it was the first full in-per-
son school day at BBCHS since 2019.

Finding his footing during a crit-
ical time, Vosberg got to work estab-
lishing himself  in the community.

“I’ve been meeting different com-
munity leaders, and everyone has 
been very supportive and very friend-
ly,” he said.

Vosberg comes to BBCHS from 
Rockford, where he spent the past 
eight years as deputy superintendent 
for Rockford Public Schools. He was 
previously an assistant principal in 

Rockford and a high school principal 
in South Beloit.

He began his career as a high 
school business teacher after earn-
ing his bachelor’s degree from Illi-
nois State University and graduate 
degrees from Northern Illinois Uni-
versity.

Now that he has gotten settled 
in, Vosberg sat down with the Daily 
Journal to discuss his vision for the 
high school.

Did you always know you wanted to be 
in a leadership position?

As I became more seasoned as a 
teacher, I could see the impact that 
the building principals and assistant 
principals could have on how the 
school operates. I thought by taking 
on more responsibility, I could have a 
bigger impact. I never started out as a 
teacher saying my ultimate goal was 
to be a superintendent or a principal. 
I enjoyed teaching. I still miss it at 

times, but I felt that I could see the 
impact of  really good leadership in 
those positions.

What were your first impressions of 
BBCHS?

I liked the size of  the high school. 
It’s similar to the size I’ve worked 
with in Rockford. It’s not too big that 
kids can get lost, but it’s big enough 
that there’s something for everybody. 
There’s lots of  clubs and activities, 
lots of  opportunities here for kids to 
branch out and try a lot of  different 
things. It has the programming of  a 
suburban school, but the culture of  
a small school, because we’re kind 
of  a one-school town. There’s a lot 
of  pride here and a strong sense of  
community.

What are the biggest challenges at 
BBCHS right now?

I’ve never seen a high school with 
seven lunch [periods] before. We have 
a really small space for a cafeteria, 
so our first lunch is at 10:30 in the 
morning, and the last lunch is at 
1:30 p.m. Over half  our students are 
in extracurriculars, so if  they are 

Vosberg settles in at BBCHS
Superintendent 
discusses first  
two months  
with the district
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BBCHS superintendent Matt Vosberg stands for a portrait before watching the Boilermakers’ home opener soccer game last week. In his 
first two months on the job, Vosberg has been discovering the successes and challenges of the school district.

KANKAKEE — The Kankakee 
County Board will be looking for 
another board member for the sec-
ond time in as many months.

Ronald 
Kinzinger, who 
represents 
D i s t r i c t  2 0 , 
resigned effec-
t ive  F r i d ay. 
Kinzinger,  a 
Republican, 
h a d  b e e n  a 
board member 
for four years 
and is stepping 
down due to 
a conflict of  

interest.
“It’s regrettable,” he said. “I 

enjoyed the work and enjoyed being 
a member.”

Kinzinger is a partner in R & R 
Inc., a commercial and industrial 
general contractor in Bradley. R & R 
Inc. does some work for the county, 
so Kinzinger resigned to avoid any 
conflicts.

“I’m sorry he couldn’t stay,” said 
Board Chairman Andy Wheeler at 
Wednesday’s Finance Committee 
meeting.

Kinzinger 
resigns from 
county board
Employment caused 
conflict of interest

Ronald Kinzinger The company which owns the bulk 
of  the Northfield Square mall’s square 
footage is moving in the opposite 
direction of  nearly every other invest-
ment group in the United States. When 
it comes to malls, that is.

While most swim downstream away 
from enclosed malls, Namdar Realty 
Group, the company which has owned 
Northfield since July 2016, swims 
upstream toward them.

In a Bloomberg story authored by 
Patrick Fallon, Igal Namdar, the Great Neck, 
N.Y.-based company’s founder, has been 
purchasing malls since 2012 — at bar-
gain-basement prices — with the belief  
the location can be turned around.

So far the strategy has worked.
Some might argue Northfield 

Square has not experienced any trans-
formation since the company pur-
chased the Bradley-based mall for the 
rock-bottom price of  $9.6 million.

Currently, Namdar owns 268 prop-
erties in 35 states. Like Northfield, the 
Bloomberg story notes that most are 
aging malls in small cities.

Northfield was opened in August 
1990 and was anchored by four stores: 

Mall investor still sees potential
Northfield Square 
owners continue 
buying malls

Daily Journal/File
Much has changed about the successfulness of shopping malls 
since Northfield Square mall opened in 1990. However, the owners 
of the mall still believe these properties have a place and are buying 
troubled locations, like they did with Northfield in 2016.
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SPRINGFIELD — While the U.S. 
Supreme Court vacated a federal evic-
tion moratorium last week, a recently 
extended state stay on residential 
eviction enforcement remains in 
effect at least until Sept. 18.

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention exceeded its authority in 
issuing the federal moratorium, and 
a future extension of  the moratori-
um would have to come from Con-
gress. But the order does not affect a 
state’s ability to initiate such a mor-
atorium, which is what Illinois has 
done.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed that exten-
sion Friday, Aug. 20, when he issued 
his latest 30-day disaster declaration, 
a practice he has done monthly since 
March 2020. The moratorium cannot 
exceed the length of  the 30-day decla-
ration, so it is possible it gets extend-
ed again when it comes time for the 
governor to issue another 30-day dec-
laration in September.
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for Illinois
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