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BBCHS volleyball suffers 2-set loss to Lockport C1

Plan your weekend with our events calendar A5 and B1

Opinion: IRS 
proposal is 
turning heads  A11
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jbonty@daily-journal.com 
815-937-3366

KANKAKEE — A grand jury has 
indicted Miguel A. Andrade on two 
counts of  second-degree murder in the 
Aug. 26 shootout near the Kankakee 
County Courthouse.

The 23-year-old Kankakee resident 
is charged with shooting and killing 

Antonio Her nande z, 
24, Waukegan. He was 
a r r a i g n e d  M o n d a y 
before Kankakee Coun-
ty Circuit Judge Kathy 
Bradshaw-Elliott, 
according to  online 
records.

Andrade, his cous-
in Victor Andrade, 26, 
Kankakee, and a 28-year-
old man were ambushed 
before 10 a.m. Aug. 26 by 

Hernandez as they walked to a parking 
lot south of  the courthouse, where Victor 
had appeared in court that morning on 
an unrelated case.

Victor was Hernandez’s intended tar-
get, Kankakee police said. Armed with 
multiple weapons, Hernandez shot and 
killed Victor and seriously wounded the 
other man before being shot and blud-
geoned by Miguel, according to police 
reports. Police say Miguel used an assault 
rifle that he retrieved from a vehicle after 
Hernandez began shooting.

Miguel surrendered peacefully to two 
Momence police officers after he killed 
Hernandez, according to police.

The shootout was the result of  a gang’s 
internal fight as Victor was a former 
member of  the Latin Kings and Hernan-
dez was a current member, police said.

Upon his arrest, Miguel was prelimi-
narily charged with first-degree murder 
and possession of  a firearm. Despite the 
new charges, his bond remains set at $3 
million.

Attorneys Cierra Norris and Brian 
Orozco represent Miguel, while Assis-
tant Attorney General Dave Neal is the 
special prosecutor in the case.

Kankakee County State’s Attorney 
Jim Rowe moved to appoint a special 

Grand jury 
indicts in 
courthouse 
shooting
Kankakee man will  
face two counts of 
second-degree murder

Formal charges filed
A grand jury indicted Miguel A. 
Andrade on the following:
• Two counts of second-degree 
murder
• Two counts of mob action
• Armed violence
• Reckless discharge of a firearm
• Unlawful use of a weapon

Pfizer COVID-19 booster vaccinations 
are now available for eligible individuals 
locally following the Illinois Department 
of  Public Health adoption of  the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention’s rec-
ommendations.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR A BOOSTER?
“It basically includes a lot of  people, 

starting at age 18 on up, based upon cer-
tain medical conditions and their risk of  
exposure maybe because of  their work,” 
Kankakee County Health Department 
administrator John Bevis said Monday.

In its recommendation, the CDC dis-
tinguished between groups who should 
and who may get a booster.

People 65 years and older, residents in 
long-term care settings and people 50 to 
64 with underlying medical conditions 
should get a Pfizer booster at least six 
months after they completed the original 
two-dose series of  Pfizer’s vaccine, the 
CDC recommended.

After evaluating individual benefits 
and risks, people 18 to 49 with underlying 
medical conditions and people 18 to 64 
who are at increased risk for COVID-19 
exposure and transmission because of  
an occupational or institutional setting 
may receive a booster shot, CDC said, 
at least six months after becoming fully 
vaccinated with Pfizer.

T he Shapiro Developmental 
Center’s clocktower building 
is getting its exterior cleaned 

for perhaps the first time in the 
structure’s 142-year history.

Standing 150 feet tall, the clocktower 
has been a well-known and highly visible 
fixture in Kankakee since 1879.

Manteno-based architecture firm Carl-
ile Architects was commissioned in 2018 
by the Illinois Capital Development Board 
to design the restoration and rehabilita-
tion of  the outside surface of  the historic 
clocktower building.

Principal Architect Jacob Carlile said 
that the project is nearly ready to get 
underway.

“It’s a pretty big project, or iconic, I 
should say,” he said. “This is a very, very 
exciting project. A lot of  people are aware 
of  that structure and see it from all over.”

The building at 100 E. Jeffery St., for-
merly known as the Kankakee State Hos-
pital Administration Building, is now 
part of  the Shapiro Developmental Center. 
Constructed in 1879, the building was list-
ed on the National Park Service’s National 
Register of  Historic Places on Aug. 5, 1995.

A Cicero-based company, the All Mason-
ry Construction division of  All Construc-
tion Group, was hired to conduct the 

Miguel 
Andrade
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State public health officials 
reported the first human case of  
rabies in Illinois since 1954 after 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention confirmed the 
diagnosis Tuesday after testing 
at its lab.

In mid-August, a Lake Coun-
ty resident in his 80s awoke to 
a bat on his neck. The bat was 
later captured and tested posi-
tive for rabies. The man declined 
postexposure rabies treatment. 
A month later, he began experi-

encing rabies symptoms, includ-
ing neck pain, headache, difficul-
ty controlling his arms, finger 
numbness and difficulty speak-
ing. Experts found a bat colony 
in the man’s home, according to 
a news release from the Illinois 
Department of  Public Health.

The man, who was not identi-
fied in the news release, later died. 
Officials said people who had con-
tact with secretions from the man 
were assessed and given rabies 
preventive treatment as needed.

“Rabies has the highest mor-
tality rate of  any disease,” IDPH 
Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike said in 
a statement. “However, there is 
life-saving treatment for individ-
uals who quickly seek care after 
being exposed to an animal with 
rabies. If  you think you may have 
been exposed to rabies, immedi-
ately seek medical attention and 

follow the recommendations of  
health care providers and public 
health officials.”

An estimated 60,000 people in 
America are exposed to rabies 
each year. However, human cases 

of  rabies in the United States 
are rare, with about 1 to 3 cases 
reported each year. The rabies 
virus infects the central ner-
vous system, ultimately causing 
disease in the brain and death. 
Without preventive treatment, 
it is usually deadly, according to 
the Illinois Department of  Public 
Health.

While people usually know if  
they have been bitten by a bat, 
bats have very small teeth and the 
bite mark may not be easy to see. 
Anyone in close proximity to a bat 
and not sure if  they were exposed 
should seek medical attention. 
Anyone who wakes up with a bat 
in the house should not release 
the bat. It should be captured for 
rabies testing, according to public 
health officials. Local animal care 
and control agencies can safely 
remove the bat.

State has first human rabies death since 1954
Colony of bats 
found in man’s home 
after his death

Exposure advice
Anyone who wakes up with a bat 
in the house should not release 
it. Rather, it should be captured 
for rabies testing. Local animal 
care and control agencies can 
safely remove the bat.
Anyone in close proximity to 
a bat and not sure if they were 
exposed should seek medical 
attention.
 Source: Illinois Department  
 of Public Health
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Bringing new life 
to historic tower

142-year-old  
structure will undergo 
a major exterior 
restoration project

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
The clocktower at Shapiro Developmental Center overlooks the Kankakee River as seen 
from Cobb Boulevard in Kankakee. The 142-year-old structure will undergo a historic 
restoration project designed by Manteno-based Carlile Architects and could host 
scaffolding for more than a year.
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See CLOCKTOWER, page A3

See ANDRADE, page A3

See BOOSTER, page A3

Pfizer booster 
shots available 
in Kankakee Co.
Public health leader 
offers clarity on who 
should receive them
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mmelland@ 
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Although the region’s positivity rate 
has dipped, eight more COVID-related 
deaths have been recorded so far this 
month.

Kankakee County surpassed the 17,000 
mark for total number of  COVID-19 cases 
over the weekend, Kankakee County 
Health Department administrator John 
Bevis told county officials during Tues-
day’s County Board Executive Commit-
tee meeting.

The county has now recorded 17,053 
cases and 251 deaths since the pandemic 
started in March 2020.

The positivity rate in Region 7, which 
is comprised of  Kankakee and Will coun-
ties, is now at 4.4 percent. Kankakee 
County’s rate is at 6.1 percent, down 
just .1 percent from August. Will County 
was at 4 percent, down .3 percent from 
August.

“Kankakee is still staying pretty 
steady with the number of  cases, so you 
can see now that we are the one driving 
the bus over Will County in terms of  the 
numbers there for our positivity rate,” 
Bevis said.

The county has administered 90,618 
vaccinations, including 45,930 totally 
vaccinated for a 41.76 percent rate. Bevis 
said the Centers for Disease & Preven-
tion website has Kankakee County at 
46 percent totally vaccinated because 
it goes by population breakdown in the 
most recent census. The CDC factors in 
those not eligible to be vaccinated.

“It’s a little better than 41, but it’s still 
low,” he said.

8 deaths 
reported in 
September
Kankakee County 
surpasses 17,000  
total COVID cases

BY CHRIS 
BREACH
cbreach@ 
daily-journal.com
815-937-3316

See COVID-19, page A3


