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Born for the fair life
Local woman will open her concession  
trailer this weekend in Peotone A3

Chicago Cubs take 
local star Ed Howard 
with No. 16 pick  C1

One way of  tracking the 
impact the COVID-19 virus has 
had on Kankakee County is to 
follow the county health depart-
ment’s daily update.

The updates note the age and sex 
of  those confirmed with the corona-
virus. The information sheet also 
tracks the number of  deaths which 
are determined to be “COVID-19 
related.”

Of  the 1,220 cases of  virus infec-
tion, there have been 60 deaths listed 
as virus-related.

But for those in the health care 
industry, the number of  deaths 
which could very well be associat-
ed with the coronavirus could even 
be much higher. How high could 
that number be? There is no way of  
knowing for sure, but Phil Kambic, 
Riverside Healthcare president and 
CEO, notes that it would be signifi-
cant.

“There are more people dying at 
home,” Kambic said.

He said his wife reads through the 
obituaries in the Daily Journal on a 
daily basis, noting the ages and loca-
tion of  the deaths.

Many recent deaths have been 
individuals in their 50s and 60s, 
and they are passing away at their 

homes.
“They are not seeking care at our 

hospitals,” Kambic said. “We are see-
ing this over and over again.”

Basically, people are so fearful of  
contracting COVID-19 that they are 
staying at home rather than taking a 
trip to a hospital’s emergency room 
or their doctor’s office to be exam-
ined. They are waiting so long to 
have a health problem addressed 
that many people are simply dying 
in their easy chair for a condition 
which could have more certainly 
been addressed and treated.

“We are having people come in 
who have said they have had chest 
pains for three days in a row,” Kam-
bic said.

That is a heart attack taking place, 
the CEO said.

“People are waiting too long.”
He said the situation not only 

exists for those with chest pains, but 
also people having strokes. People 
with cancer symptoms. The list goes 
on and on.

Dr. Kalisha Hill, chief  medical 
officer at AMITA Health St. Mary’s 
Hospital, said there is no question 
the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
two-fold. There have the been the 
illnesses and deaths from those who 
contracted the virus, but there is 
damage beyond the disease itself.

“The second-fold damage has been 
the delayed care. We are so focused 
on preventative medicine and we can 
identify illnesses or conditions early 
now that they can be dealt with. But 
COVID prevented that from happen-
ing,” she acknowledged.

On May 11, the local hospital 
reopened its operating rooms to elec-

COVID’s impact goes 
beyond those infected

Impact of delayed 
care becomes  
deadly for some
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Dr. Kalisha Hill, chief medical officer at AMITA Health St. Mary’s Hospital, takes a patient’s temperature Wednesday in the annex, an 
isolated area used for outpatient COVID testing at the Kankakee hospital.

“There are more people dying at home.”

PHIL KAMBIC, RIVERSIDE HEALTHCARE PRESIDENT AND CEO

St. Mary’s RN Aaron Konik holds a demo vial of a COVID-19 test kit Wednesday 
in the annex.

BY LEE  
PROVOST
lprovost@ 
daily-journal.com
815-937-3364

KANKAKEE — Increasing access to 
AP classes for African American boys 
will be a focus at Kankakee School 
District 111 next year through the ini-
tiative of  a group the district part-
ners with called Equal Opportunity 
Schools.

During Monday’s school board 
meeting, Superintendent Genevra 
Walters reviewed goals to support 
students from disadvantaged back-
grounds taking AP courses.

Equal Opportunity Schools, a Seat-
tle-based group that promotes a multi-
phased model to ensure students, par-
ticularly low-income students and 
students of  color, have access to rigor-
ous academic high school courses.

The phases include access to oppor-
tunity, experiencing success, extend-
ing equity and sustaining equity. Wal-
ters said the district has partnered 
with EOS for four years and estimated 
it is in the third phase of  this process.

The group decided earlier this year 
to focus efforts on African American 
boys.

While the group focuses on assist-
ing minority students and students 
in poverty, its efforts have led to an 
increase in students taking AP cours-
es across the board, Walters said.

The group also provides data about 
students’ individual strengths and 
interest in college regardless of  their 
GPA.

Kankakee 
schools aim 
for equity in 
opportunities
More access to AP 
classes sought for 
African Americans
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WATSEKA — Justice Thomas L. 
Kilbride and the Illinois Supreme 
Court announced Wednesday the 
appointment of  Associate Judge 

Michael Sabol 
as a resident 
circuit judge 
o f  I r o q u o i s 
County in the 
21st  Judicial 
Circuit, which 
also includes 
Kankakee 
County.

S a b o l  w a s 
appointed to 
fill the vacancy 
created by the 
retirement of  
Judge James B. 

Kinzer on Aug. 2.
“Serving the citizens of  the 21st 

Judicial Circuit as associate judge has 
been an honor,” Sabol said in a news 
release. “Replacing Judge Kinzer will 
be no easy task, although I look for-
ward to the challenges of  presiding as 
resident circuit judge.”

See CLASSES, page A3

See COVID-19, page A3

See SABOL, page A3

Sabol named 
resident 
judge in  
Iroquois Co.
Appointment to 
replace retiring Judge 
James B. Kinzer

Michael Sabol
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Through May 2020, there were 
711 deaths recorded in Kankakee 
County. 

That’s up 81 deaths from the 
same time last year, when the coun-
ty recorded 637 deaths through 
May 2019, Kankakee County Coro-
ner Bob Gessner said.

Through June 9, 59 of  the 711 
deaths were due to COVID-19. A 
death is considered coronavirus 
related when the primary care 
physician or coroner includes 

the virus as the cause of  death or 
a contributing condition to the 
death on the death certificate.

Of  those 59 deaths, 100% have 
had previously documented med-
ical history, according to the cor-
oner’s office. Forty percent have 
been under the care of  hospice and 
68% have occurred in long-term 
care facilities. The average age of  
coronavirus-related deaths is 81 
years old, with the youngest at 48 
and oldest at 97. There have been 
32 males and 27 females. Racial 
percentage of  the deaths are as fol-

lows: 83% Caucasian, 8% African 
American, 7% Hispanic and 2% 
Asian Indian.

The Kankakee County Coro-
ner’s Office has been regularly  
providing these death statistics via 
its Facebook page.

Outside of  coronavirus-related 
deaths, there have been 24 drug 
overdose deaths with two other 
cases awaiting toxicology reports. 
Gessner told the County Board’s 
Criminal Justice Committee on 
Wednesday that OD deaths are 
on a pace to reach the 56 deaths 

recorded in 2017. There were 28 OD 
deaths in 2019 and 29 in 2018.

The county has seen eight sui-
cides so far this year. Gessner said 
there were 19 total in 2019.

There have been five motor vehi-
cle fatalities this year, compared 
to 20 in 2019 and 10 in 2018. In both 
2017 and 2016, there were 22 deaths 
as a result of  motor vehicle crash-
es.

In all of  2019, 1,230 deaths were 
recorded in the county as com-
pared to 1,274 recorded in 2018.

Coroner provides update on Kankakee County deaths


