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KANKAKEE — Kankakee High 
School students’ schedules will 
more closely resemble college 
schedules next school year, accord-
ing to school administrators.

Kankakee School District 111 

administrators overviewed plans 
for the 2021-22 school year during 
a special board meeting last week, 
including detailing the new sched-
uling system at Kankakee High 
School.

Antoinette Rayburn, the dis-
trict’s incoming director of  sec-
ondary education and leadership, 
said high school students’ sched-
ules will be organized into what 
are called “flex mods,” which are 
similar to college schedules.

“Flex mods are a modular sched-
uling technique that resembles 
some common college scheduling,” 
Rayburn explained. “It’s a form 
of  academic scheduling where 

the school day is broken up into 
many increments, or what we call 
‘mods.’”

Rayburn said students will be 
able to fit more courses into a flex 
mod schedule, in addition to hav-
ing time to meet one-on-one with 
teachers. Teachers, meanwhile, 
will have built-in time for collab-
oration and student intervention.

Rayburn said the flex mod sched-
uling also supports the district’s 
“profile of  a graduate” initiative, 
which focuses on setting students 
up with employable skills and 
qualities. The initiative was devel-
oped in December 2019 as a product 
of  the district’s strategic planning.

Additionally, the high school 
will focus in on students’ needs 
through the “WIN (What I Need)” 
framework, she said.

The high school’s Student Suc-
cess Center will be part of  “WIN,” 
for instance, by helping students 
with filling out scholarship or job 
applications, test prep, and build-
ing tutoring time into their school 
day.

“Students will begin to know 
‘What I Need’ to WIN,” Rayburn 
said. “The goal is going to be that 
we are going to be coaches — 
coaching our scholars to win.”

KHS plans for a more college-like schedule
Students’ days would 
be broken into ‘mods’
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Daily Journal/Mason Schweizer
Bishop McNamara assistant softball coach Randy King embraces former Irish softball coach Laura Harms following a ceremony for Harms and 
her late mother, Cathy Harms-Wood, before Saturday’s home game against Lemont. It was the 10th annual Purple Day for the Irish, a cancer 
fundraiser that began in 2011 after Harms-Wood was diagnosed with cancer. See coverage of the game on Page B1.

Former coach returns for Purple Day

BRADLEY — When Adriana Zamudio was a 
college student in Mexico, in one of  her marketing 
classes, she was asked to design a business plan.

Eighteen years old at the time, she thought 
about the assignment and decided to develop a 
restaurant.

“Now it’s becoming real. This is mine,” she 
said of  the former Gravina 801 Cuisine restaurant 
at 801 W. Broadway St., Bradley. The space was also 
the longtime home of  the Italian eatery La Villeta 
Restaurant.

Zamudio, now of  St. Anne, had designed a 
restaurant so similar to this location that once 
she saw it, she knew she had found the right spot.

Mi Casa restaurant on Broadway nears opening
Eatery will offer Mexican 
cuisine and more upscale 
atmosphere in Bradley

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
From left, Humberto Higura and Andrea Ibarra, of Kankakee, and Adriana Zamudio, of St. Anne, pose 
outside their soon-to-be-opened Mi Casa of Broadway restaurant. The location is slated to be ready 
for diners by early to mid June.
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KANKAKEE — Kankakee County 
administered 1,652 COVID-19 vac-
cine doses in the past seven days as 
of  Friday, less than half  of  the previ-
ous week’s total, according to the Illi-
nois Department of  Public Health.

As of  that same date, there were 
26,699 fully vaccinated people in the 
county, which IDPH reports to be 
24.27 percent of  the county popula-
tion. That’s up .9 percent from the 
week prior.

In the county, 68.17 percent of  the 
65+ population and 31.19 percent of  
those 16-64 are fully vaccinated. 

Kankakee County has provided 
57,981 vaccine doses in total as of  Fri-
day evening. IDPH may receive data 
from providers up to 72 hours late.

The Kankakee County Health 
Department held a vaccine clinic 
on Tuesday and assisted AMITA 
Health St. Mary’s Hospital Kankakee 
in administering drive-thru single 
doses of  the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine on Friday.

“It looks like there may be some 
left over,” Kankakee County Health 
Department Administrator John 
Bevis said of  the drive-thru clin-
ic, which offers vaccines without 
advance registration.

Vaccination numbers have slowed 
across the state and nation for 
a few weeks. President Joe Biden 
announced Tuesday that unused 
vaccine doses in some states can be 
redistributed to other states with 
more demand.

Bevis said that because of  lower-
ing demand, the health department 
only held one clinic last week. Riv-
erside Healthcare has stopped using 
its mass vaccination site and is oper-
ating smaller clinics at its satellite 
offices.

Vaccinations 
slow but don’t 
stop in county
State reports 24.27 
percent of local 
population is fully 
vaccinated
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See VACCINES, page A3

See KHS, page A3

Vaccination data 
Data for Kankakee County
• Total administered vaccine 
doses: 58,538
• People fully vaccinated: 
27,026
• Percent of population fully 
vaccinated: 24.56%
• 7-day average daily doses 
administered: 273
VACCINE RECIPIENT  
DEMOGRAPHICS
Age
• 16-64: 59.8%
• 65+ : 40.2%
Race
• White: 77.7%
• Black or African-American: 
9.44%
• Hispanic or Latino: 6.79%
• Asian: 1.28%
Gender
• Women: 56.2%
• Men: 43.7%
Source: Data from Illinois De-
partment of Public Health See HEARD, page A3


