
KANKAKEE — While continu-
ing to keep restrictions in place to 
mitigate the spread of  the coronavi-
rus, Kankakee County officials and 
leaders at both local hospitals are 
turning their attention to the future 
reopening of  the community once 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s “stay at home” 
mandates subside.

Among the first things returning 
to normalcy will be medical care. 
At a press conference Friday at the 
Kankakee County Administration 
Building, leaders of  both Riverside 
Medical Center and AMITA Health 
St. Mary’s Hospital announced the 
resumption of  elective surgeries on 
May 11.
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K A N K A K E E  —  T h e 
Kankakee County Veterans’ 
Council has canceled all 
Memorial Day celebrations, 
including events planned 
at Memorial Gardens Cem-
etery and the Kankakee 
County Courthouse.

Memorial Day is May 25, 
which falls under Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s modified “stay-at-
home” order that took effect 

Friday and continues until 
May 30. That order calls for 
social distancing and prohib-
its large gatherings.

Organizers say they don’t 
want the cancellation to stop 
the public’s recognition of  
veterans on that day.

“The council does recom-
mend that on Monday, May 
25, some time during the day 

to take a moment to remem-
ber those hero veterans of  
ours who gave their last full 
measure on various battle-
fields, and to all of  our local 
veterans who have served 
our country and have since 
returned home, especially to 
all the men and women who 
are sacrificing everything 
today as they serve around 
the world, protecting our free-
dom,” said Stanley Olenjack, 
acting chairman of  the veter-
ans council.

The council is planning for 
a Veterans’ Day Ceremony 
on Nov. 11 at the Kankakee 
County Museum.

Veterans council cancels Memorial Day celebrations
Community encouraged to take time 
May 25 to remember sacrifices
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Tom Rosan and Tammy Allen place a wreath in honor 
of fallen veterans during the 2019 Memorial Day 
ceremony hosted by the Kankakee County Veterans 
Council at the Kankakee County Courthouse.
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K
ankakee comptroller 
Elizabeth Kubal is 
always crunching  

numbers.
The six-year bookkeeper for the 

city of  Kankakee is known for her 
ability to put a positive face on even 

the worst of  situations.
But the financial storm set to hit 

Kankakee, as well as every other 
municipality in Kankakee County and 
across the state and nation for that 
matter, is about to release a torrent of  
red ink in which Kubal will likely be 
challenged to find a silver lining.

The shock waves associated with 
the COVID-19 virus which first rippled 
through nursing homes and the medi-

cal world, before unleashing itself  on 
business and industry and record-set-
ting unemployment claims, is set to 
bear down on municipal government.

“I am certainly cognizant there is 
going to be a decline in revenue,” she 
said. “Forecasting revenues is usual-
ly the easy part of  putting a budget 

COMING MONDAY: Kankakee County 
officials examine budget scenarios as the 
state braces for shortfalls

Municipalities brace for fiscal crunch  
caused by coronavirus shutdown
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Troy Larrigan, a 23-year Bradley Public Works employee, operates a clam tractor as coworker Kelly Perez, center, stands by to pick up 
debris during the department’s annual Earth Day cleanup effort last Tuesday. Public works and other such services are made possible by 
local government entities through tax revenues. And as residents have stayed home and businesses have closed their doors to stop the 
spread of coronavirus, those tax revenues will likely be down. That would put a strain on local government budgets and could possibly put 
these types of services in jeopardy.

See IMPACT, page A3

Schools might have to cancel plans 
for modified graduation ceremonies 
that would allow students to walk 
across the stage to receive diplomas 
while social distancing, according to 
state education officials.

State Superintendent Carmen 
Ayala issued a statement Wednes-
day indicating that in-person grad-
uation ceremonies of  any kind 
would not be allowed at this time 
because of  Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 
extended stay-at-home order, which 
lasts until May 30.

“This directive extends to drive-
through graduation ceremonies 

Graduation 
plans await 
approval 
from state
For now, modified 
ceremony moved to 
May 6 ‘at the earliest’
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Elective surgeries to 
resume May 11 while 
county coalition in works
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