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Amy Coney Barrett sworn in to Supreme Court A4

Bears can’t hang on in matchup against Los Angeles  B1

O ne year ago, more than 
two-thirds of  the corn 
crops were still waving 

in the autumn winds. An esti-
mated 55 percent of  the soybean 
crop had yet to be harvested.

Fast forward one year later. A state 
survey completed Monday afternoon 
reported that 81 percent of  the Illi-
nois soybean harvest is complete and 
66 percent of  the corn harvest has 
been put under roof.

What a difference a year makes.
Locally, Kankakee County Farm 

Bureau Director Chad Miller said 
Monday that upwards of  90 percent 
of  soybeans have been combined 

and 75 percent of  the corn have been 
collected.

Two Kankakee County farmers 
contacted Monday reported their 
crops are under roof, but a hot, 
dry August impacted the amount 
of  bushels they were able to collect. 
Many soybean plants aborted the 
later developing crop near the top 
of  the plant because of  the extreme 
temperatures.

Matt Perreault, of  Herscher, who 
only has some soybeans planted fol-
lowing wheat harvest to combine, 
said his yields ranged from 50-70 
bushels per acre for soybeans and 

165-220 bushels for corn. He complet-
ed his corn harvest late Sunday.

“We got a real good run at it this 
year,” he said of  the harvest which 
began in late September. “We basi-
cally never had to take foot off  of  the 
gas. There were no big rain events. ... 
We shouldn’t see any combines roll-
ing in December.”

Agriculture is Kankakee County’s 
top industry. Some 72 percent of  all 
county land is devoted to agricul-
ture production and 17 percent of  the 
Kankakee County economy is based 
on ag.

Last year’s harvest wasn’t complet-
ed until December by several farm-
ers as the extremely wet weather of  
spring 2019 played havoc with farm-
ers throughout the county. There 
were some wet stretches in April 

What a difference  
a year makes

Local grain harvest 
nearly complete
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A semi hauling grain pulls into the FS Grain location in Bourbonnais on Monday afternoon. A state survey has found that 81 percent of 
the Illinois soybean harvest and 66 percent of the corn harvest are complete.
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HERSCHER — Herscher High 
School will be closed for two weeks 
due to a COVID-19 outbreak within the 
school, Superintendent Rich Decman 
said Monday in a letter to the Her-

scher School District 
community.

T h e  K a n k a k e e 
C o u n t y  H e a l t h 
Department notified 
the district of  the 
outbreak and rec-
ommended that the 
school be closed for 

the next 14 days to contain the spread 
of  the virus and allow for a deep clean-
ing of  the building, according to the 
letter.

An outbreak is defined as when an 
individual who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 has been in close contact 
with one or more other individuals 
who have subsequently tested positive 
or shown symptoms of  the virus.

Outbreak 
leads to 
2-week 
closure
Herscher High 
School closing at 
health department’s 
recommendation
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KANKAKEE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 111

KANKAKEE — Kankakee School 
District 111 will continue following 
the Phase 4 procedures in its school 
reopening plan despite the recent 
COVID-19 mitigations in place for 
Region 7, Superintendent Genevra 
Walters said Monday.

The mitigations do not apply to 
schools; they mainly limit service in 
bars and restaurants.

However, the last time Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker rolled out additional restric-
tions for Region 7 for two weeks in 
September, the district responded by 
reducing the capacity in sections of  
school buildings from 50 to 25.

Walters told the Kankakee School 
Board on Monday that students are 
still able to come into buildings in 
small groups, as they have been since 
June.

Schools stick 
with Phase 4 
learning plans

District 111  
COVID cases
Total positive COVID-19 cases
Students: 10
Staff: 15

Total currently in quarantine
Students: 20
Staff: 14
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BRADLEY — In days of  bleak 
economic news, Bradley has 
bucked the trend.

First, village finance director 
Rob Romo reported the village 
had an audited budget surplus 
from the previous budget year of  
$413,862.

Second, the first month of  the 
1-percentage-point increase in the 
sales tax rate generated $100,000 
more in July than the administra-
tion had projected meaning the tax 
increase could bring in some $4 
million, rather than the $3.25 mil-
lion projected when the measure 

was placed on the ballot.
Third, the administration and 

village board committed to hiring 
five additional full-time firefight-
ers/paramedics before the current 
fiscal year concludes April 30. The 
department currently has five full-
time officers.

Mayor Pro-Tem Mike Watson 
was all smiles as the three finan-
cial developments were laid out at 
Monday’s Bradley Village Board 
meeting.

He noted the village has not 
been in this strong of  a fiscal posi-
tion for at least 10 years.

“Promises made, promises 
kept,” Watson said after the meet-
ing, borrowing a phase from Pres-
ident Donald Trump. Watson said 
he believed the sales tax would 
do better than they projected, but 
they wanted to be conservative 
with their projection.

As a result of  the sales tax hike, 
the village will be reimbursing 

property tax payers half  of  their 
payment this year. If  all goes as 
anticipated in year two of  the tax, 
residents will receive a 100 percent 
reimbursement for the village’s 
portion of  property taxes.

Regarding the budget surplus, 
Romo said this measure was com-
pleted due to many factors, includ-

ing automation, not replacing 
staff  members and moves such as 
joining the countywide dispatch 
center as opposed to maintaining a 
separate complex.

Since the 2012, Bradley has had a 
budget surplus on only three occa-
sions: $413,862 in 2020; $16,694 in 
2019; and $257,438 in 2013.

Since 2012, the village had 
reported deficits in several fiscal 
years: $384,793 in 2012, $442,856 in 
2014, $2.13 million in 2015, $120,037 
in 2016, $337,065 in 2017, and 
$955,611 in 2018.

Watson said in addition to add-
ing firefighters — the village has 
talked about constructing a second 
fire station — a chief  target for 
growing revenues will be improv-
ing roads.

Watson said the benefit of  the 
sales-tax increase is that people 
from outside Bradley are helping 
to fund needed upgrades within 
the village.

Bradley reports $413,862 budget surplus
Village commits 
to hiring 5 new 
firefighters

Mike Watson
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