
W
hen it comes to 
hosting a gath-
ering at their 

six-generation Kankakee 
County farm just southwest 
of  the Kankakee city limits, 
Gina O’Connor is most often 
the point person for putting 
everything in its place.

W h e n  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  Je f f , 
received a telephone call late 
Wednesday, May 4, regarding a 
potential visit from President Joe 
Biden — yes, that Joe Biden — he 
turned to his wife and wondered 
if  this was something they could 
handle.

“It’s planting season,” Gina 
noted as she recalled the conver-
sation while anxiously waiting 
Wednesday for the president’s 

scheduled arrival.
The family farm is some 800 
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Jeff O'Connor gives an interview to members of the media Wednesday after a visit to his rural Kankakee farm from President Joe Biden.

Kankakee County farmer Jeff O’Connor speaks ahead of visiting President 
Joe Biden on Wednesday.

President Biden makes a stoP in kankakee
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KANKAKEE — Kankakee police 
investigated a recent break-in to a shed 
at the Kankakee Valley Park District’s 
River Road facility.

The May 7 break-in was discussed 
during the board’s Committee of  the 
Whole meeting this past week.

A golf  cart and gator were taken for 
joy rides, park district executive direc-
tor Dayna Heitz said.

Both were found that same day on 
the walking path.

Heitz said those were the only two 
items involved. A garage door was 
damaged.

Commissioner Dave Skelly said 
there were other items taken. Skelly is 
a retired Kankakee police officer.

Heitz said she would look into it.
On Wednesday, Heitz told the Daily 

Journal other items, including a 

Break-in at 
KVPD facility
Utility carts taken for 
joy rides at River Road
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WATSEKA — The Iroquois County 
State’s Attorney’s office has charged 
Allan R. Thompson, 64, of  Watseka, 
with aggravated battery to a child, 
according to a news release from 
Watseka Police Department.

A week-long investigation involv-
ing Watseka police, the Illinois 
Department of  Children and Family 
Services and the Iroquois County 
State’s Attorney’s office led to the 
Tuesday arrest of  Thompson, accord-
ing to police.

Watseka police were called to a 
residence after receiving a report of  
an injured 10-month-old child. They 
learned the male child had sustained 
substantial injuries and was trans-
ported to a hospital.

The child since has been dis-
charged from the hospital, Iroquois 
County State’s Attor ney James 
Devine said.

T h o m p s o n  i s  t h e  c h i l d ’ s 
step-grandfather. The child’s mother 
works full time, so her mother and 
Thompson watch the child, Devine 
said.

Thompson was transported to Iro-
quois County Jail, where he is being 
held in lieu of  a $100,000 bond.

T h o m p s o n  s h o u l d  ap p e a r  i n 
court today for formal reading of  
the charges. No further charges are 
expected to be filed, Devine said.

Aggravated battery to a child is a 
Class X felony with a prison sentence 
of  six to 30 years.

Watseka man 
arrested for 
child battery

See KVPD, page A4
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See VISIT, page A4

BRADLEY — The need to spread 
the word about facility issues at Brad-
ley-Bourbonnais Community High 
School was a concern shared by school 

officials as well as the public at an 
informational meeting Thursday in the 
school’s cafeteria.

About 15 people attended the first 
of  four meetings scheduled to discuss 
how the building’s problems would be 
addressed with the community’s sup-
port for a referendum for multi-mil-
lion-dollar improvements.

‘Generational decision’ looms at BBCHS
BY STEPHANIE 
MARKHAM
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daily-journal.com
815-937-3330

See BBCHS, page A4

BRADLEY — More pieces are moving into place toward 
improving air quality and fully air conditioning Brad-
ley-Bourbonnais Community High School.

The BBCHS District 307 School Board gave approval 
Monday for the district to seek bids for proposed heating 
and air conditioning upgrades to take place during the 
summer of  2023.

District moves forward with HVAC

See HVAC, page A4


