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D
ry, sandy soil and gusty 
winds make it easy for 
brush fires to ignite.

That was the case Monday as an 
unattended fire in the 7000 block of  
South 17000E Road in Pembroke led 
to firefighters battling two blazes 
for more than four hours. Firefight-
ers were back at the scene Tuesday 
afternoon and evening as the fire had 
rekindled and began claiming more 

acres. They were then on scene again 
Wednesday for the same reason.

“It must be 200 to 300 acres, and that 
is probably low-balling it,’’ Pembroke 
Fire Chief  Mark Baines said when 
asked how much land was scorched.

“People all know that when it is 
dry and windy, don’t burn. And if  
you do, don’t leave the fire unattend-
ed,” he said. “I have heard people so 
many times say they just went into 
the house for a minute. Why take the 
chance of  putting your life or the life 
of  your neighbors at risk?”

The brush fires brought in firefight-
ers from around the area and Newton 
County, Ind., to get the blaze under 
control.

At one point in the first round of  
Tuesday’s fight, firefighters were 
ordered out of  the fire area. Baines 
said a firefighter was unaccounted 
for as the flames and smoke were 

whipped around by winds gusting 
between 20 and 25 mph. Once the fire-
fighter was located, Baines said, it 
was back to battling the blaze that 
was so big, crews were hitting it from 
three different sites.

Tuesday’s second fire began around 
6 p.m. and was not wrapped up until 
1 a.m. Wednesday.

Local farmer Scott DeYoung plowed 
ground that allowed firefighters to 
set a back burn to stop the fire from 
spreading, Baines said.

There have also been brush fires 
in Otto Township and the Essex area 
this week.

Due to gusty winds forecasted and 
dry soil conditions this week, the 
National Weather Service Chicago 
office posted an elevated fire risk for 
north central and northeast Illinois 
and northwestern Indiana.

Pembroke brush fires 
keep firefighters busy

Crews return to  
blaze site three times 
to stop rekindling
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Charred ground and plants are left in the aftermath of brush fires that swept Pembroke Township just south of Hopkins Park on Tuesday.
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The minimum social distance 
requirement in schools has been 
reduced from 6 to 3 feet as part of  
updated guidance released this 
week by the Illinois Department of  
Public Health and the Illinois State 
Board of  Education.

The 22-page document of  Revised 
Public Health Guidance for Schools 
was prompted by recently updated 
CDC guidance, which reinforces the 
importance of  schools to communi-
ty infrastructure, State Superinten-
dent Carmen Ayala said in a letter 
on ISBE’s website.

“This joint guidance supports the 
return to in-person instruction as 
soon as practicable in each commu-
nity,” she said.

Ayala said in the letter that the 
new guidance reflects what officials 
have learned about the transmis-
sion of  COVID-19 in school settings 
as more students in Illinois and 
nationwide have returned to class-
rooms.

State cuts 
distancing 
rules for 
schools
Updated COVID-19 
guidance reduces 
social distancing to  
3 feet in some cases
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BOURBONNAIS — The teacher 
strike in Bourbonnais has been 
ongoing for a week now, as a con-
tract agreement remains elusive 
after two bargaining sessions 
totaling about 10 hours this week. 
Negotiations are set to resume at 
5:30 p.m. today.

The Bourbonnais Education 
Association and Bourbonnais 

School Board met for about seven 
hours Tuesday and three hours 
Wednesday.

Yet to be resolved are specifics 
dealing with health insurance 
structure and the amount of  the 
district’s contribution toward the 
health insurance of  future employ-
ees, according to statements from 
both parties.

The board said it has increased 
its salary offer to a 10.5 percent 
increase over three years.

HOW LONG COULD THIS LAST?
John Brosnan, special counsel 

to the Illinois Educational Labor 
Relations Board, explained how the 
strike process typically works in a 
phone interview Wednesday.

He said that the seven-hour meet-
ing Tuesday was probably a good 
sign that progress was being made 
toward an agreement.

Attorney offers insight on teacher strike process
Negotiations 
between union  
and board to 
continue today
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Bourbonnais Elementary School District teachers and supporters take part 
in a rally march along North Convent Street as the negotiation process 
continues.
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With the April 6 election rapidly 
approaching, a series of  candidate 
forums hosted by the Kankakee 
County Branch of  the NAACP are 
set for next week.

Also coming next week is the 
expected start of  early voting. 
Kankakee County Clerk Dan Hen-
drickson said voters could likely 
start casting their ballots no later 
than Friday, March 19. Hendrickson 
is waiting for final word on candi-
dates who may be slated by estab-
lished political parties to run for 
offices who had not previously filed.

It appears at this point, Hendrick-
son said, that the only additional 
candidate to be slated will be Des-
tini Sutherland-Hall, a Republican, 
who will be opposing Democrat 
Stacy Gall for the Kankakee city 
clerk position. Anjanita Dumas, the 
clerk for the previous 20 years, is 
not seeking reelection.
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Kankakee 
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NAACP will also  
host forums for 
school board and 
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