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THE LATEST ON THE SHOOTINGS OF BRADLEY POLICE OFFICERS

Sgt. Rittmanic’s obituary on A2 Fundraisers planned. A3 Body cam footage review on A5 Charges against family. A3
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KANKAKEE — A gruesome scene of  
what police say happened at the Comfort 
Inn in Bradley the night of  Dec. 29 was 
painted in court Monday as prosecutors 
sought to keep one of  the two people 
charged in the shootings of  two Bradley 
police officers in jail.

During Monday’s bond hearing for 
Xandria Harris, Kankakee County 
State’s Attorney Jim Rowe told the court 
that footage from the body cam worn 
by fallen Sgt. Marlene Rittmanic shows 
she pleaded with Darius D. Sullivan and 
Harris as they stood over her with a gun.

“Sgt. Rittmanic was pleading with 
them to leave,” Rowe said. “‘You don’t 
have to do this. Please just go. Please 
don’t. Please don’t.’ She was desperately 
pleading for her life.”

Both Sullivan, 25, of  Bourbonnais, 
and his girlfriend, Harris, 26, of  Brad-
ley, are facing murder charges in  
Rittmanic’s death.

They are both also facing attempted 
murder charges in the shooting of  Offi-
cer Tyler Bailey, who remains in critical 
condition at a Chicago area hospital.

Both were in court on Monday — Sul-
livan in Wabash County in Indiana and 
Harris in Kankakee County.

State seeking 
death penalty

Prosecution details what happened  
the night two officers were shot

Daily Journal/Tiffany Blanchette
Xandria Harris, facing charges of murder and attempted murder in the shooting of two Bradley police officers, appears on screen Monday during 
her bond hearing with Kankakee County Judge Kathy Bradshaw Elliott. Based on the preliminary evidence presented by Kankakee County State’s 
Attorney Jim Rowe, Bradshaw Elliott ruled that the 26-year-old Bradley resident be held without bond until her arraignment on Jan. 27.

Federal status 
sought for cases
Kankakee County State’s Attorney Jim 
Rowe is filing a petition to have charges 
against Darius D. Sullivan and Xandria 
Harris be tried in federal court in order 
to seek the death penalty.
Although Illinois is not a death penalty 
state, the U.S. Attorney General can 
authorize the transfer to federal status 
under certain circumstances, Rowe 
said. There is recent precedent for the 
United States pursuing the death  
penalty for the killing of a law  
enforcement officer, he said.
The state’s attorney office will  
also seek life sentences for both  
Sullivan and Harris at the state level.
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Visitation and funeral services for 
fallen Bradley Police Sgt. Marlene 

Rittmanic have 
been scheduled 
for  later  this 
week.

Visitation will 
be 2  to  7  p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 
6, in the Haw-
kins Centennial 
Chapel on the 
Olivet Nazarene 
University cam-
pus.

At 5 p.m., first 
responders and 
m i l i t a r y  w i l l 
begin lining up 

for the walk-through, which will begin 
at 6 p.m.

Funeral services are set for 10 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 7, in the chapel.

A law enforcement procession will 
immediately follow the services. The 
public is encouraged to line the pro-
cession route to show support. A pri-
vate interment will follow in Abra-
ham Lincoln National Cemetery in 
Elwood.

Services 
planned 
for Sgt. 
Rittmanic
Community invited to 
line procession route 
to show support

Bradley Sgt.  
Marlene Rittmanic

Editor’s note: The family of  fallen 
Bradley Police Sgt. Marlene  
Rittmanic has released a statement. 
Below is the family’s statement in its 
entirety. 

“Kankakee County has lost a lead-
er in community policing. Marlene 
believed in people and her ability to 
speak to the community with respect; 
meet them where they are in life; try to 
understand their true needs; and work 
together to find a solution that pro-
duced the least disruption in people’s 
lives. To her, the job was about making 
her community safe for everyone, she 
believed — and stated — “just because 
you can, doesn’t mean you should.”

“Meaning if  you have statutory 
grounds to arrest a person, tow their 
car or fine them, doesn’t mean you 
should. If  she pulled over a single 
mother without a $1 to her name but 
clearly had violations, she would con-
sider the long-term consequences of  

Family shares 
statement,  
offers thanks

“Our world has been 
turned upside down, 

obliterated and 
hopelessly broken.”

FAMILY OF SGT.  
MARLENE RITTMANIC
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An Orlando teenager laced 
up his running shoes on Sun-
day to offer a tribute to fallen 
Bradley Police Sgt. Marlene 
Rittmanic.

Zechariah Cartledge, 13, ran 
1 mile carrying a “Thin Blue 
Line” flag, which symbolizes 
support for first responders 
and especially police. That flag 
will be sent to the family of  

the fallen officer along with a 
handwritten note. That’s what 
Cartledge does for every first 
responder “who makes the 
ultimate sacrifice in the line 
of  duty.”

To date, Cartledge has run 
1,104 miles in honor of  fallen 
first responders. He does this 
while raising funds through 
his nonprofit,  Running 4 
Heroes.

Since his run honoring Rit-
tmanic on Sunday, Cartledge 
has received thanks and mes-

sages of  appreciation from the 
Kankakee County community 
and Rittmanic’s family.

Orlando teenager runs in honor of Sgt. Rittmanic
13-year-old founded nonprofit and has  
ran 1,104 miles to honor first responders

Photo courtesy of Running 4 Heroes
Zechariah Cartledge, 13, of Orlando, ran 1 mile 
Sunday night in honor of fallen Bradley Police 
Sgt. Marlene Rittmanic. He holds a photograph 
of Rittmanic along with a “Thin Blue Line” flag.

Zechariah’s  
Run Tracker
2022 (as of Jan. 2):  
2 miles
2021: 325 miles
2020: 401 miles
2019: 376 miles
Total: 1,104 miles
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